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EXCERPTS

TORONTO, March 19, 2019 /CNW/ - The 2019 federal budget released today builds on the historic 2018 budget, which had an

unprecedented focus on advancing gender equality in Canada.

We are pleased to see that this year's budget included a key recommendation that the Canadian Women's Foundation submitted to the

government last fall: To increase funding for community action that will tackle systemic barriers impeding women's progress. This will be

done through a $160 million investment over five years in the Women's Program, managed by the Ministry of Women and Gender

Equality. However, 75% of this funding doesn't occur until 2022-2023, and we would encourage the government to invest it sooner.

Women's organizations need to be able to depend on funds that will build their capacity and extend their reach so as to develop long-term

solutions, including culture changes that promote public understanding of gender inequity with an intersectional lens.

"In this year's budget, we're seeing increased investments in the Women's Program - which will develop a strong women's movement

in Canada. We're also seeing a stronger GBA+ analysis throughout the budgeting process - which helps Canadians see how government

spending directly impacts women. The Foundation's priorities are aligned with that," says Paulette Senior, President & CEO of the

Canadian Women's Foundation. The Canadian Women's Foundation believes the time is now to advance gender equality, and has

developed a bold new strategic plan to guide our work. But without government collaboration and leadership, it's an uphill battle to reach

a gender-equal Canada.

The budget also includes other positive measures that will support diverse women and girls, including the development of a new Anti-

Racism Strategy and Secretariat and increased investment in the LGBTQ2 Secretariat. This shows an important commitment to

community-level work by and for the communities that are most affected by sexism, racism, homophobia, biphobia, transphobia, and

discrimination. We're also pleased to see attention paid to Indigenous services and Reconciliation, and are looking forward to a strong

focus on women.

But despite the budget's investments in women and girls, there was no funding to address Canada's dismal childcare shortage.

"Canada desperately needs a national strategy on affordable, accessible, quality childcare. We know that over 770,000 children

in Canada live in 'childcare deserts'," says Senior. "We also know this lack of childcare has real-world consequences. Childcare is a key pillar

in women's economic independence. We know that women may be reluctant to leave an abusive partner if they will be financially unstable.

And we know that one in three single mothers are raising their children in poverty. When the budget takes into account that childcare is

not an isolated issue, many barriers to gender equality will be removed."

Also, important proactive pay equity and pay transparency measures were absent from the budget. The Foundation had recommended

that the government support federal pay equity legislation with $80 million annually for a Pay Equity Commission, and that it hire 50

dedicated pay equity enforcement officers.

The Canadian Women's Foundation looks forward to the next steps to address these missing pieces. We recognize the efforts that have

been made, but would welcome future investments that will specifically support women and girls and help build a gender-equal Canada.
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