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Daycare centres in P.E.l. now have trained and qualified early childhood educators, thanks to a special accelerated post-secondary training
program.

It was developed after government recognized there was a shortage of qualified early childhood educators as a result of moving
kindergarten into the school system.

"We worked with our partners to ensure that early childhood educators received the training they needed," said Education and Early
Childhood Development Minister Alan Mclsaac. "Congratulations to all those who have upgraded their knowledge, skills and abilities and
continue to provide excellent early learning and child care to our Island children."

Last weekend, 64 early childhood educators earned their certificate in Early Childhood Care and Education at Holland College through an
accelerated program and several more will complete requirements in the coming months.

In 2011 and 2012, eligible staff began their entry level certification at Holland College or the Collége Acadie.

The blended training program provided non-certified staff in licensed early childhood centres with the opportunity to complete their
certificate in Early Childhood Care and Education.

A portion of the students who took the entry level training went on to complete their one year certificate program.

Along with the 64 students who graduated from Holland College on Saturday, an additional 11 students are expected to graduate from Le
Collége Acadie 1.-P.-E. in June.

"Through this program, our educators had the opportunity to upgrade their skills, and as a result, owners and operators of early childhood
centres now have more access to trained educators," Mclsaac said.

"Island families also benefit from having highly knowledgeable and certified early childhood educators working with their children."

The blended training program for early childhood educators was created in partnership with the P.E.l. government, the Early Childhood
Development Association of P.E.I., Holland College and Collége Acadie with funding through the Labour Market Development Agreement.
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