
Author: Browne, Rachel

Source: The Age [2]

Format: Article

Publication Date: 14 Jul 2014

Region: Australia and New Zealand [3]

Tags: poverty [4]

Published on childcarecanada.org (https://childcarecanada.org)

Home > Childcare experts slam plan to restrict funding for vulnerable children

Childcare experts slam plan to restrict funding for vulnerable
children [1]

EXCERPTS:

A proposal to restrict childcare subsidies for stay-at-home mothers has been slammed by children's advocates who say it will penalise

vulnerable youngsters.

The means-tested childcare benefit (CCB), which offers 24 hours a week of subsidised care regardless of whether a parent is working or

studying, is being examined as part of the Productivity Commission's inquiry into creating a sustainable childcare system.

A potential scaling back of the CCB has been criticised by children's advocate Early Childhood Australia.

Australian Childcare Alliance president Gwynn Bridge said restricting the CCB for parents who are not working would deny disadvantaged

youngsters an opportunity for early childhood education.

"There has been so much research into the value of early education and care, you would hate to see those vulnerable and disadvantaged

children miss out," she said.

"Any fees are high fees for a lot of these families. We certainly are not seeing enough of the vulnerable and disadvantaged children

attending early childhood education and care services as it is, so we would hate to see their access restricted." She said providers already

give priority to families where both parents are either working or studying.

Early Childhood Australia chief executive Samantha Page said children had a right to early childhood education regardless of their parents'

circumstances.

Families earning under $42,997 receive the full rate of CCB, which is $4.10 an hour. The subsidy decreases as household income rises,

cutting out completely at $149,597 for families with one child.

Ms Page said many families who are eligible for the full rate of CCB are in transient employment and restricting the subsidy would force

them to remove their children from care.

"The reality for many families who claim CCB is that they are in and out of work all the time," she said. "It's not OK for kids to be in and out

of services all the time." She said children from vulnerable homes were more likely to thrive if they were given early educational

opportunities.

"Disadvantaged children stand to benefit the most from attending good-quality day care centres with preschool programs," she said.

David O'Byrne, acting national secretary of United Voice, which represents the early childhood sector, said that while childcare allows

parents to return to work, it also has many other advantages. 

"Parents want their children to attend childcare for many reasons: enabling mothers to return to work is important, but it is by no means

the only reason," he said.

"Parents and early childhood experts know that the benefits to children of quality early childhood education and care are immediate and

lifelong. If a child would benefit from childcare, that child should be able to attend, regardless of whether his or her parents have jobs."
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