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TABLE 1 Number of licensed centre spaces by age category (2024, 2025).

PT 2024 2025

Full- and part-day infant 
and toddler spaces

Full- and part-day 
preschool-age spaces 

Part-day kindergarten-age1 
and school-age spaces 

Full- and part-day infant 
and toddler spaces

Full- and part-day  
preschool-age spaces

Part-day kindergarten-age1 
and school-age spaces

NL 1,538 4,361 2,681 1,731 4,794 3,861

PE2 573 3,685 2,640 741 3,685 2,592

NS3 6,033 5,619 7,3974 Not available  
(6,033 - placeholder)

Not available  
(5,619 - placeholder)

7,6514

NB 2,335 14,425 17,093 2,523 15,234 17,028

QC5 34,364 197,277 268,782 36,090 200,912 271,655

ON6 72,456 128,872 315,127 76,158 134,955 321,412

MB 3,452 22,147 13,221 3,700 23,206 13,639

SK 6,128 10,053 1,645 6,481 10,994 1,635

AB7 37,700 63,290 58,700 42,600 70,680 62,500

BC8 20,406 69,731 45,437 23,395 74,486 49,450

YT9 615 761 393 Not available  
(615 - placeholder)

Not available  
(761 - placeholder)

Not available 
(393 - placeholder)

NT 202 608 798 206 616 815

NU 233 874 162 224 914 162

CA10 186,035 521,703 734,076 200,497 546,856 752,793

Note: Due to differences among jurisdictions in how spaces are licensed and tracked, some 
data in these columns may overlap. See the “Space and Enrolment Statistics” sections in 
each province and territory for more detailed information.

Note: The number of spaces in the table represents licensed spaces unless otherwise noted.

1 In some provinces, a child who is in part-day kindergarten may be enrolled 
in a preschool-age child care space; this is not represented in this column. 

2 Prince Edward Island’s data are broken down into infants only (columns 1 
and 4) and toddlers/preschool-age grouped together (columns 2 and 5).

3 In 2024 and 2025, Nova Scotia did not report on licensed spaces for 
children 0 – 5 by age group or by full-day and part-day spaces. As a result, 
further breakdowns are not available. For this table, enrolment f igures are 
used for 2024 in place of regulated spaces. Enrolment data for 2025 was 
not collected for this report. 

4 Nova Scotia’s kindergarten-age and school-age spaces include Nova Scotia 
Before and After Programs (NS-BAP) spaces, which are not licensed but 
considered regulated. There were 2,952 NS-BAP spaces in 2024 and 3,048 
in 2025.

5 Quebec’s kindergarten-age and school-age child care program are not 
licensed but considered regulated. 

6 Ontario’s preschool-age f igures include “family age” multi-age group 
spaces not broken down by age. There were 1,012 of these spaces in 2024 
and 1,001 in 2025.

7 Alberta’s preschool-age f igures include “innovation” multi-age group 
spaces not broken down by age. There were 490 of these spaces in 2024 and 
480 in 2025.

8 British Columbia’s preschool-age f igures include multi-age spaces not 
broken down by age (children 18 months – 5 years, not yet in school). There 
were 4,105 of these spaces in 2024 and 4,189 in 2025.

9 As the Yukon does not license by age group, enrolment f igures are used 
for 2024 in place of licensed capacity. Enrolment data for 2025 was not 
collected for this report.

10 For this report enrolment data for 2025 was not collected. For Nova 
Scotia and the Yukon, enrolment numbers from 2024 have been used as 
placeholders to calculate Canada’s total for 2025.
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TABLE 2 Number of child care centre spaces for children 0 – 5 years by program type and kindergarten provision (2024, 2025).

PT 2024 2025 Kindergarten for four- and five-year-olds1

Total number of 
full- and part-day 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

Number of full-day 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

Number of part-
day (nursery 

school/preschool) 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

Total number of 
full- and part-day 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

Number of full-day 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

Number of part-
day (nursery 

school/preschool) 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

NL 5,899 5,786 113 6,525 6,424 101 Full school-day for all f ive-year-olds. Four-
year-old kindergarten delivered as licensed 
child care in schools is being phased in.

PE 4,258 4,066 192 4,656 4,606 50 Full school-day for all f ive-year-olds. Four-
year-old kindergarten is operated as a 
part-day program in licensed child care 
centres.

NS2 13,608 13,608 Not available 14,299 14,299 Not available Full school-day for all four- and 
five-year-olds.

NB 16,760 16,113 647 17,757 17,183 574 Full school-day for f ive-year-olds.

QC3 231,641 231,641 Not available 237,002 237,002 Not available Full school-day for f ive-year-olds. Four-
year-old kindergarten is being phased in.

ON4, 5 201,328 200,316 Not available 211,113 210,112 Not available Full school-day for all four- and 
five-year-olds.

MB 25,599 22,865 2,734 26,906 24,091 2,815 Part-day for f ive-year-olds. Some school 
divisions offer part or full school-day for 
four-year-olds (termed nursery).

Note: Child care centre spaces for children 0 – 5 years old include full-day centre-based 
child care and part-day nursery schools/preschools. Before- and after-school child care 
spaces for children younger than age six are not included here.

1 In some provinces, a child who is in part-day kindergarten may also be 
enrolled in a preschool-age child care space.

2 A breakdown of full- and part-day spaces is not available for Nova Scotia. 
Full-day f igures include a small number of part-day spaces.

3 A breakdown of full- and part-day spaces is not available for Quebec. 
Quebec does not report part-day spaces.

4 A breakdown of full- and part-day spaces is not available for Ontario.  
Full-day f igures include a small number of part-day spaces.

5 Ontario’s total includes “family age” multi-age group spaces not broken 
down by age. There were 1,012 of these spaces in 2024 and 1,001 in 2025.

6 Saskatchewan and the Yukon do not license part-day preschool programs.
7 Alberta’s total includes “innovative” multi-age group spaces not broken 

down by age. There were 490 of these spaces in 2024 and 480 in 2025.
8 In British Columbia, full-day spaces include multi-age group spaces not 

broken down by age. There were 4,105 of these spaces in 2024 and 4,189  
in 2025.

9 As the Yukon does not license by age group, enrolment f igures are used 
for 2024 in place of licensed capacity. Enrolment data for 2025 was not 
collected for this report, so 2024 enrolment data is used as a placeholder.

10 �The Northwest Territories licenses all centres for children not yet in school 
as full-day. Some may offer part-day programs.

11 �For the Yukon, enrolment numbers from 2024 have been used as 
placeholders to calculate Canada’s total preschool-age spaces for 2025. 
Enrolment data for the Yukon were not collected for this report in 2025.
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TABLE 2
CONTINUED

Number of child care centre spaces for children 0 – 5 years by program type and kindergarten provision (2024, 2025).

PT 2024 2025 Kindergarten for four- and five-year-olds1

Total number of 
full- and part-day 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

Number of full-day 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

Number of part-
day (nursery 

school/preschool) 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

Total number of 
full- and part-day 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

Number of full-day 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

Number of part-
day (nursery 

school/preschool) 
centre spaces for 

children 0 – 5 years

SK6 16,181 16,181 Not applicable 17,475 17,475 Not applicable Part school-day every day or full school-
day every other day for f ive-year-olds, 
and prekindergarten for some vulnerable 
three- and four-year-olds.

AB7 100,990 85,600 14,900 113,280 98,200 14,600 Part school-day every day or full school-
day every other day for f ive-year-olds and 
four-year-olds who require additional 
specialized support.

BC8 90,137 68,707 17,325 97,881 77,440 16,252 Full school-day for f ive-year-olds.

YT6, 9 1,376 1,376 Not applicable Not available 
(1,376 - placeholder)

Not available 
(1,376 - placeholder)

Not applicable Part or full school-day for f ive-year-olds. 

Part or full school-day for four-year-olds is 
available in most rural schools.

NT10 810 810 Not applicable 822 822 Not applicable Full school-day for f ive-year-olds. Part or 
full school-day for four-year-olds.

NU 1,097 881 216 1,138 992 216 Part-day for f ive-year-olds. Full school-day 
kindergarten is being phased in.

CA11 709,684 667,950 Missing data 750,230 710,022 Missing data -

Note: Child care centre spaces for children 0 – 5 years old include full-day centre-based 
child care and part-day nursery schools/preschools. Before- and after-school child care 
spaces for children younger than age six are not included here.

1 In some provinces, a child who is in part-day kindergarten may also be 
enrolled in a preschool-age child care space.

2 A breakdown of full- and part-day spaces is not available for Nova Scotia. 
Full-day f igures include a small number of part-day spaces.

3 A breakdown of full- and part-day spaces is not available for Quebec. 
Quebec does not report part-day spaces.

4 A breakdown of full- and part-day spaces is not available for Ontario.  
Full-day f igures include a small number of part-day spaces.

5 Ontario’s total includes “family age” multi-age group spaces not broken 
down by age. There were 1,012 of these spaces in 2024 and 1,001 in 2025.

6 Saskatchewan and the Yukon do not license part-day preschool programs.
7 Alberta’s total includes “innovative” multi-age group spaces not broken 

down by age. There were 490 of these spaces in 2024 and 480 in 2025.
8 In British Columbia, full-day spaces include multi-age group spaces not 

broken down by age. There were 4,105 of these spaces in 2024 and 4,189  
in 2025.

9 As the Yukon does not license by age group, enrolment f igures are used 
for 2024 in place of licensed capacity. Enrolment data for 2025 was not 
collected for this report, so 2024 enrolment data is used as a placeholder.

10 �The Northwest Territories licenses all centres for children not yet in school 
as full-day. Some may offer part-day programs.

11 �For the Yukon, enrolment numbers from 2024 have been used as 
placeholders to calculate Canada’s total preschool-age spaces for 2025. 
Enrolment data for the Yukon were not collected for this report in 2025.
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TABLE 3 Number of child care spaces by program type and percent of children 0 – 12 years for whom a regulated space was available (2024, 2025).

PT 2024 2025

Full- and part-
day centre 
spaces for 

children 0 – 5 
years

Before- and 
after-school 

care spaces 
for children 4 

– 12 years

Family child 
care spaces 

for children 0 
– 12 years1

Total spaces 
for children 0 

– 12 years

Percent of 
children 0 – 12 

years for whom 
a full- or part-
day space was 

available (%)

Full- and part-
day centre 
spaces for 

children 0 – 5 
years

Before- and 
after-school 

care spaces 
for children 4 

– 12 years

Family child 
care spaces 

for children 0 
– 12 years1

Total spaces 
for children 0 

– 12 years

Percent of 
children 0 – 12 

years for whom 
a full- or part-
day space was 

available (%)

NL 5,899 2,681 792 9,372 17 6,525 3,861 846 11,232 20

PE 4,258 2,640 134 7,032 33 4,656 2,592 159 7,407 35

NS2 13,608 7,397 1,404 22,409 18 14,299 7,651 1,746 23,696 19

NB 16,760 17,093 827 34,680 34 17,757 17,028 869 35,654 35

QC3 231,641 268,782 71,781 572,204 49 237,002 271,655 72,773 581,430 50

ON4 201,328 315,127 21,366 537,821 27 211,113 321,412 23,032 555,557 28

MB 25,599 13,221 3,050 41,870 20 26,906 13,639 3,104 43,649 21

SK 16,181 1,645 4,908 22,734 12 17,475 1,635 7,434 26,544 14

AB5 100,990 58,700 17,255 176,945 24 113,280 62,500 18,830 194,610 27

BC6 90,137 45,437 12,627 148,201 24 97,881 49,450 13,270 160,601 26

YT7 1,376 393 156 2,257 40 Not available 
(1,376 

- placeholder)

Not available 
(393 

- placeholder)

149 2,345 42

NT 810 798 328 1,936 28 822 815 360 1,997 29

NU 1,097 162 56 1,315 13 1,138 162 64 1,364 14

CA8 709,684 734,076 134,684 1,578,776 30 750,230 752,793 142,636 1,646,086 31

1 Family child care spaces for children 0 – 12 years may be f igures from either 
enrolment or licensed capacity.

2 For the Interim Space Statistics 2024 publication, Nova Scotia reported 1,728 
regulated family child care spaces. However, this f igure was as of December 
2024. For consistency with the rest of the data in this report, we have 
included the number of spaces on March 30, 2024, here instead (1,404).

3 Before- and after-school programs in Quebec are regulated but not licensed 
for a particular number of children. These data reflect the number of children 
enrolled in before- and after-school programs in public schools only.

4 Ontario’s full- and part-day centre spaces for children 0 – 5 years include 
“family age” multi-age group spaces not broken down by age. There were 
1,012 of these spaces in 2024 and 1,001 in 2025.

5 Alberta’s full- and part-day centre spaces for children 0 – 5 years include 
“innovative” multi-age group spaces not broken down by age. There were 
490 of these spaces in 2024 and 480 in 2025.

6 British Columbia’s full- and part-day centre spaces for children 0 – 5 years 
include “family age” multi-age group spaces not broken down by age. There 
were 4,105 of these spaces in 2024 and 4,189 in 2025.

7 As the Yukon does not license by age group, enrolment f igures were used in 
place of licensed capacity. Enrolment data for the Yukon was not collected 
for this report in 2025.

8 For the Yukon, enrolment numbers from 2024 have been used as 
placeholders to calculate Canada’s totals for 2025. Enrolment data for the 
Yukon was not collected for this report in 2025.
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TABLE 4 Number and percent of centre spaces for infants (2025).

PT Infant age group definition Number of centre spaces for infants Number of centre spaces for children 
0 – 12 years

Percent of centre spaces that were for 
infants (%)

NL 0 – 24 months 147 10,386 1

PE 0 – 22 months 741 7,248 10

NS1 - Age breakdown not available 21,950 Not available

NB 0 – 24 months 2,523 34,785 7

QC <18 months 36,090 508,657 7

ON <18 months 16,753 532,525 3

MB 0 – 2 years 3,700 40,545 9

SK 6 weeks – <18 months 1,703 19,110 9

AB <19 months 14,500 175,780 8

BC <36 months 11,7002 97,881 12

YT3 <18 months Not available 2,196 Not available

NT <2 years 206 1,637 13

NU <2 years 224 1,300 17

CA - 88,287 1,454,000 6

1 Nova Scotia did not report on licensed spaces for children 0 – 5 by age 
group or by full-day and part-day spaces; breakdowns are not available.

2 British Columbia’s age grouping includes children up to 36 months. Half 
of the total spaces (23,395) for this group have been used in this table for 
consistency with other jurisdictions.

3 The Yukon does not license spaces by age group. Age group, breakdowns 
are not available.
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TABLE 5 Percent of centre spaces that were for-profit by type (2024, 2025).

PT 2024 2025

Percent of total centre 
spaces for children 0 – 12 
years that were for-profit 

(%)

Percent of part-day and 
BASC centre spaces for 

children 0 – 12 years that 
were for-profit (%)

Percent of full-day centre 
spaces for children 0 – 5 

years that were for-profit 
(%)

Percent of total centre 
spaces for children 0 – 12 
years that were for-profit 

(%)

Percent of part-day and 
BASC centre spaces for 

children 0 – 12 years that 
were for-profit (%)

Percent of full-day centre 
spaces for children 0 – 5 

years that were for-profit 
(%)

NL 64 60 66 66 69 65

PE 64 60 67 68 60 72

NS1 46 Not available Not available 44 Not available Not available

NB 66 62 71 67 63 70

QC2 25 0 54 25 0 53

ON3 22 7.4 44 22 7.5 44

MB 5.2 2.3 7.2 6.0 2.9 8.0

SK 4.1 1.6 4.4 4.6 1.5 4.9

AB 65 55 73 65 56 73

BC3 54 39 67 53 37 67

YT4 61 Not applicable 61 60 Not applicable 60

NT 0 0 0 0 0 0

NU 0 0 0 0 0 0

CA5 32 13 52 32 14 53

Note: In this table, part-day includes both part-day nursery school/preschool spaces and 
before- and after-school spaces. Full-day centre spaces are for children 0 – 5 years not yet 
attending kindergarten or school.

1 In Nova Scotia, the total centre spaces include full-day, part-day, before- 
and after-school care (BASC), and Nova Scotia Before and After Program 
(NS-BAP) spaces, as breakdowns were not available. This number is not 
comparable to previous years.

2 Part-day and BASC centre spaces in Quebec represent only before- and 
after-school child care operated by school authorities.

3 In Ontario and British Columbia, full-day spaces include multi-age group 
spaces not broken down by age.

4 The Yukon’s full-day spaces include BASC spaces (children 4 – 12 years). 
The Yukon does not license part-day centres for children 0 – 5 years 
(preschools).

5 The Canada-wide totals row ref lects the proportion and percentage of 
spaces by type across Canada that were for-profit.
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TABLE 6 Selected characteristics of kindergarten programs (2025).

PT Program title Descriptions ECE qualifications for kindergarten teachers Before- and after-school care (BASC) for 
kindergarten-age children

NL Prekindergarten Four-year-olds, being phased in

Non-compulsory

Full school-day, full-year 
Licensed under child care legislation

Delivered as a fee-based licensed non-profit 
program located in schools

Level III – Prekindergarten classif ication Prekindergarten-age before- and after-school 
care

Kindergarten All f ive-year-olds

Non-compulsory

Full school-day

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

School-age child care centre

PE Prekindergarten All four-year-olds

Non-compulsory

Part school-day

Licensed under child care legislation and 
delivered in child care centres

Two-year ECE diploma: Certif ied early 
childhood educators, preferably at the ECE 3 
level

Preschool-age child care

Kindergarten All f ive-year-olds

Compulsory, but participation can be delayed 
by one year

Full school-day

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

School-age centre

NS Pre-primary All four-year-olds

Voluntary and not a prerequisite to enter 
Grade Primary

Full school-day

Two-year ECE diploma School-age (before- and after-school care)

Grade Primary All f ive-year-olds

Compulsory; participation can be delayed by 
one year

Full school-day

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

Nova Scotia Before and After Program 
(NS-BAP) 
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TABLE 6
CONTINUED

Selected characteristics of kindergarten programs (2025).

PT Program title Descriptions ECE qualifications for kindergarten teachers Before- and after-school care (BASC) for 
kindergarten-age children

NB Kindergarten All f ive-year-olds 

Compulsory; participation can be delayed by 
one year

Full school-day

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

Before- and after-school program 

QC Kindergarten for four-
year-olds (maternelle 4 
ans) 

Four-year-olds, being phased in

Non-compulsory

Full school-day

Full-time licensed teacher and a half-time 
educational professional;   
BA with early childhood specialty and ECE 
diploma

School-age child care

Kindergarten (maternelle 
5 ans)

All f ive-year-olds

Non-compulsory 

Full school-day

Baccalauréat (Bachelor of Education) in 
Kindergarten and Elementary Education 
program

School-age child care

ON Junior kindergarten and 
kindergarten

All four- and five-year-olds

Non-compulsory 

Full school-day

A team of a certif ied teacher, for whom 
ECE qualif ications are not required, and a 
registered early childhood educator (RECE)

Before- and after-school program 

Extended Day programs

Authorized Recreational and Skill Building 
program 

MB Kindergarten All f ive-year-olds

Non-compulsory

Part school-day

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

School-age centre

SK Prekindergarten Intended for vulnerable three- and 
four-year-olds

Non-compulsory 

Part school-day

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required 

Preschool-age child care

Kindergarten All f ive-year-olds

Non-compulsory

Part or full school-day program

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

Preschool-age child care
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TABLE 6
CONTINUED

Selected characteristics of kindergarten programs (2025).

PT Program title Descriptions ECE qualifications for kindergarten teachers Before- and after-school care (BASC) for 
kindergarten-age children

AB Early Childhood 
Services (ECS)/
prekindergarten

Targeted to children under f ive years who 
require additional support 

From 2 years 8 months to 5 years old

Part school-day, but full school-day in some 
schools 

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

Out-of-School Care

Kindergarten Included in ECS program

All f ive-year-olds

Non-compulsory

Part school-day 

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

BC Kindergarten All f ive-year-olds

Compulsory; participation can be delayed by 
one year

Full school-day

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

Group Child Care (school-age)

School-age on school grounds

Recreational care

YT Kindergarten for four-
year-olds (K4)

All four-year-olds

Non-compulsory

Full school-day, but part school-day in some 
schools 

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

School-age child care

Kindergarten for f ive-
year-olds (K5) 

All f ive-year-olds

Non-compulsory

Full school-day, but part school-day in some 
schools 

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required
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TABLE 6
CONTINUED

Selected characteristics of kindergarten programs (2025).

PT Program title Descriptions ECE qualifications for kindergarten teachers Before- and after-school care (BASC) for 
kindergarten-age children

NT Junior kindergarten All four-year-olds

Non-compulsory

Part or full school-day, depending on the 
community

Bachelor of Education or two-year ECE 
diploma accepted in combination with 
teacher qualif ications

Out-of-school early learning and child care 

Kindergarten All f ive-year-olds

Not compulsory

Full school-day program

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

NU Kindergarten All f ive-year-olds

Not compulsory

Part school-day1

Post-secondary ECE qualif ications not 
required

Out-of-school day care

Note: For more details, see the PT sections.

1 In Nunavut, full-time kindergarten was being phased in across the territory 
beginning in 2023, with initial implementation in select schools and further 
expansion planned. 
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TABLE 7 Selected characteristics of regulated family child care (2025).

PT Program 
name

Administration Permitted locations Number of permitted children Minimum ECE qualifications/certification 
required for family child care home

NL1 Family Child 
Care2

Agency model Provider’s personal 
residence

Seven maximum, including the provider’s own children under 
school-age: 

Three, if all are infants;  
Five, if two are infants and three are toddlers; 
Six, if two are infants and two are toddlers; 
Seven, if none are infants or toddlers. 

Two providers must include their own infant/toddler/preschool-age 
children in the total child count, but may exempt up to two of their 
own school-age children from the number.

Providers must have Trainee level 
certif ication  

Infant-only group: Level I certif ication 
with an Infant classif ication required 

PE1 Family Child  
Care Home

Individual licence Provider’s personal 
residence

One provider: 
Maximum eight, including the provider’s own children

Two providers may care for more children but must meet ratios; 
however, the maximum remains eight

Indoor ratios: 
<22 months 1:3 
22 months – 3 years 1:5 
Three years to school entry 1:10 
School-age 1:15

Outdoor ratios: 
<22 months 1:3 
22 months – 3 years 1:7 
Three years to school entry 1:15 
School-age 1:22

One certif ied family home child care 
provider with early childhood intern 
(ECI) designation or higher 

School-age child care certif ication is not 
applicable in family child care. 

NS Family Home  
Child Care

Agency model Provider’s personal 
residence

Maximum seven children, including the provider’s own children

If caring for four to seven children, allowed:  
A maximum of three children under three years;  
Of these, a maximum of two infants.

Maximum of three infants only; no other children may be present 

School-age only: Maximum nine school-age children, including the 
provider’s own children

Level 1 of the Canadian Child Care 
Federation’s course

1 In Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and the Yukon, a home child care provider may be 
assisted by another adult (“assistant”) to care for additional children.

2 In Newfoundland and Labrador, all providers are now required to be 
approved through a family child care agency.

3 In Ontario, home child care agencies may also oversee the provision of child 
care in a child’s own home.

4 In Saskatchewan, legislation taking effect in 2026 will allow a Group Family 
Child Care Home to care for 16 children.
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TABLE 7
CONTINUED

Selected characteristics of regulated family child care (2025).

PT Program 
name

Administration Permitted locations Number of permitted children Minimum ECE qualifications/certification 
required for family child care home

NB Early Learning 
and Child 
Care Home

Individual licence Provider’s personal 
residence

Only one of the following at one time: 
Three infants;  
Five preschool-age;  
Nine school-age; 
Six mixed-age, with no more than two infants.

The provider’s own children are counted toward all maximums 

Must have completed the 90-hour 
Introduction to Early Childhood 
Education course

NB does not have a certif ication process.

QC1 Home 
Educational  
Child Care 

Agency model Provider’s personal 
residence

One provider: 
Maximum six children under nine years, including the provider’s 
own children under nine years 

Maximum two children <18 months 

Two providers:  
Maximum nine children under nine years, including the provider’s 
own children nine years. 

Maximum four children <18 months 

Provider: 
45 hours of specif ied training within 
three years preceding request for 
recognition

Assistant: 
12 hours of child development training 
within six months

Quebec does not have a certif ication 
process.

ON3 Home child 
care

Agency model Not required to be a 
provider’s residence 
or a home setting

Maximum six children up to 13 years, including the provider’s own 
children (if under four years)

Of those six, no more than three children under two years 

No qualif ications specif ied. 

Certif ication is not required. 

MB1 Family Child 
Care

Group Family 
Child Care

Individual licence Provider’s personal 
residence

A group family child 
care home must be 
in the home of the a 
licensee

Family Child Care: 
Maximum eight children, including the provider’s own children

Of these eight children: f ive may be under six years; no more than 
three may be under two years old

Group Family Child Care:  
9 – 12 children <12 years old; no more than three children under 
two years old 

Family Child Care: 
40-hour early childhood education 
course within the f irst year of operation

Provider must have Child Care Assistant 
classif ication within one year.

Group Family Child Care Home: 
40-hour early childhood education 
course within the f irst year of operation 

1 In Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and the Yukon, a home child care provider may be 
assisted by another adult (“assistant”) to care for additional children.

2 In Newfoundland and Labrador, all providers are now required to be 
approved through a family child care agency.

3 In Ontario, home child care agencies may also oversee the provision of child 
care in a child’s own home.

4 In Saskatchewan, legislation taking effect in 2026 will allow a Group Family 
Child Care Home to care for 16 children.
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TABLE 7
CONTINUED

Selected characteristics of regulated family child care (2025).

PT Program 
name

Administration Permitted locations Number of permitted children Minimum ECE qualifications/certification 
required for family child care home

SK1,4 Family Child 
Care 

Group Family 
Child Care 
Home

Individual licence A residential 
premises, but the 
premises may 
be an owned or 
rented residential 
property in which 
the provider does 
not live

Family child care: 
Maximum eight children (6 weeks – 12 years), including the 
provider’s own children <10 years

Of these eight children: f ive may be infant/toddler/preschool-age 
(under six years)  

Of these f ive, two may be infants or toddlers (<30 months) 

Group Family Child Care Home:4 
Maximum 12 children; including the provider’s own children <10 
years

Of those 12 children: 10 may be under six years old 

Of those 10: f ive may be infant or toddler (<30 months) 

Of those f ive: no more than three may be infants 

Family child care: 
40-hour course within the f irst year of 
becoming regulated

Group Family Child Care 
licensee: 40-hour course within the f irst 
year; must meet ECE Level I within three 
years of becoming regulated 

Assistant: None required

AB1 Family Day 
Home  

Agency model Provider’s personal 
residence

Maximum six children, not including the provider’s own children 

No more than two children under two years, or no more than three 
under three years, both including the provider’s children

Group family child care is no longer being expanded in Alberta, but 
existing homes are allowed to continue operating

Level 1 certif ication within six months of 
operation

BC Family Child 
Care

Individual licence Provider’s personal 
residence

Maximum seven children, including the provider’s own children

If a child <12 months is present:  
No more than three children <48 months; 
Of those, only one infant <12 months.

If no child <12 months is present: 
No more than four <48 months; 
of those four, only two children <24 months 

At least 20 hours of courses in child 
development or related areas are 
required.

ECE certif ication is not required, except 
for in-home multi-age child care, which 
requires a one-year ECE certif icate.

1 In Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and the Yukon, a home child care provider may be 
assisted by another adult (“assistant”) to care for additional children.

2 In Newfoundland and Labrador, all providers are now required to be 
approved through a family child care agency.

3 In Ontario, home child care agencies may also oversee the provision of child 
care in a child’s own home.

4 In Saskatchewan, legislation taking effect in 2026 will allow a Group Family 
Child Care Home to care for 16 children.
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TABLE 7
CONTINUED

Selected characteristics of regulated family child care (2025).

PT Program 
name

Administration Permitted locations Number of permitted children Minimum ECE qualifications/certification 
required for family child care home

YT1 Family Day 
Home

Individual licence Provider’s personal 
residence

Four to eight children, including the provider’s own children

Either:  
Four infants (under 18 months); or 
Six with no more than three children <18 months; or 
Eight, if all children are >18 months

Four additional school-age children may attend if there is an 
additional caregiver 

60-hour introductory early childhood 
development course or equivalent within 
the f irst year of providing care

NT Home-based 
facility

Individual licence Provider’s personal 
residence

Maximum eight children (<12 years), including the provider’s own 
children

No more than six may be under six years 

No more than two under two years

Providers without relevant post-
secondary education must take the 
territorial government’s Early Childhood 
Essentials course.

NU Family Home 
Day Care

Individual licence Provider’s personal 
residence

Maximum eight children (<12 years), including the provider’s own 
children

No more than six may be f ive years or younger

No more than three under years

No more than two under two years

No qualif ications required

 
1 In Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Manitoba, 

Saskatchewan, Alberta, and the Yukon, a home child care provider may be 
assisted by another adult (“assistant”) to care for additional children.

2 In Newfoundland and Labrador, all providers are now required to be 
approved through a family child care agency.

3 In Ontario, home child care agencies may also oversee the provision of child 
care in a child’s own home.

4 In Saskatchewan, legislation taking effect in 2026 will allow a Group Family 
Child Care Home to care for 16 children.
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TABLE 8 Characteristics of before- and after-school programs (2025).

PT Program name Age groups Ratio Group size ECE qualifications required for the program to operate

NL Prekindergarten-age 3 years 8 months – 5 years 9 
months

1:10 20 One staff: Level III – Prekindergarten classif ication

When group >10: 
Second staff: Trainee level – Preschool and Pre-K classif ication

School-age child care centre 4 years 8 months – 13 years 1:15 30 One staff: Level I – School-age classif ication

When group >15: 
Second staff: Trainee level – School-age classif ication

PE School-age child care centres 5 – 12 years 1:15 indoors

1:22 outdoors

Not specif ied One certif ied staff, any level other than Family Home Child Care 
Provider

One additional certif ied staff, any level other than Family Home 
Child Care Provider

NS Nova Scotia Before and 
After Program (NS-BAP; not 
licensed)1

4 – 12 year olds enrolled in the 
NS Pre-primary Program or 
public education system

Not specif ied 30 Not specif ied. A lead staff member with a degree or diploma in an 
area that qualif ies them to work in an early childhood education or 
organized recreation setting must be onsite.

School-age (before- and 
after-school care)

Kindergarten-age (4 – 5 years 
old) with >8 pre-primary 
children 

School-age with >8 
pre-primary children

1:12 30 2/3 of staff: Level 1 classif ication or school-age training approval

Remaining staff: Entry level classif ication

If only two staff present: One staff Level 1 or school-age training 
approval

School-age only: 5 – 12 years 
old 

School-age with <8 
pre-primary children

1:15 30 2/3 of staff: Level 1 classif ication or school-age training approval

Remaining staff: Entry level classif ication

If only two staff present: One staff Level 1 or school-age training 
approval

NB Before- and after- school 
program 

4+ years and attending school 1:15 30 Not specif ied

1 In Nova Scotia, NS-BAP is delivered in public schools by approved child 
care, municipal recreation, or recognized non-profit recreation providers.

2 In Quebec, school-age child care programs are not licensed but considered 
regulated. They are delivered by school authorities under the Education Act.

3 In Ontario, school boards may provide before- and after-school care 
as licensed programs under agreements with third-party providers, as 
unlicensed Extended Day programs for kindergarten-age children, or as 
unlicensed Authorized Recreation and Skill Building programs by third-

party providers. Note that some previously unlicensed Extended Day 
programs have become licensed. 

4 In Ontario, licensed, Extended Day and before- and after-school programs 
serving children six years and older also accept non-ECE qualif ications: 
diploma or degree in child and youth care or in recreation and leisure 
services, or certif ication with the Ontario College of Teachers.

5 In Manitoba, before- and after-school programs operated by schools are 
not required to be licensed.

6 In Saskatchewan, ECE training is not required for staff in programs 
operating less than 65 hours/month.

7 In British Columbia, recreational care programs are not subject to a 
maximum group size, but the usable f loor area must be deemed suff icient 
by a local medical health off icer. 

8 In the Yukon, the age limit is 16 years old for children with special needs.
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TABLE 8
CONTINUED

Characteristics of before- and after-school programs (2025).

PT Program name Age groups Ratio Group size ECE qualifications required for the program to operate

QC2 Services de garde en milieu 
scolaire (not licensed)

4 – 12 years 1:20 Not specif ied Not specif ied

ON3 Before- and after- school 
program4

Kindergarten-age (44 months 
– <7 years)

1:13 26 1/2 of staff: Registered early childhood educator (RECE)

Primary/junior school-age (68 
months – <13 years)

1:15 30 1/2 of staff: RECE

Junior school-age (9 – <13 
years)

1:20 20 1/2 of staff: RECE

Extended Day programs (not 
licensed) 

Kindergarten-age (44 months 
– <7 years)

Not specif ied Not specif ied One RECE per group

Authorized Recreational and 
Skill Building program (not 
licensed)

4 – 12 years Not specif ied Not specif ied Not specif ied

MB School-age centre5 6 – 12 years 1:15 30 1/2 of staff: ECE II or ECE III classif ication (at least one per group)

SK6 School-age child care (not in 
a school)

Grade 1 – 12 years 1:15 30 20% of staff: ECE Level III

30% of staff: ECE Level II

AB Out-of-School Care 5 – 12 years 1:15 30 At least 1/4 of staff: Level 2

Remaining staff: Level 1 or higher

1 In Nova Scotia, NS-BAP is delivered in public schools by approved child 
care, municipal recreation, or recognized non-profit recreation providers.

2 In Quebec, school-age child care programs are not licensed but considered 
regulated. They are delivered by school authorities under the Education Act.

3 In Ontario, school boards may provide before- and after-school care 
as licensed programs under agreements with third-party providers, as 
unlicensed Extended Day programs for kindergarten-age children, or as 
unlicensed Authorized Recreation and Skill Building programs by third-

party providers. Note that some previously unlicensed Extended Day 
programs have become licensed. 

4 In Ontario, licensed, Extended Day and before- and after-school programs 
serving children six years and older also accept non-ECE qualif ications: 
diploma or degree in child and youth care or in recreation and leisure 
services, or certif ication with the Ontario College of Teachers.

5 In Manitoba, before- and after-school programs operated by schools are 
not required to be licensed.

6 In Saskatchewan, ECE training is not required for staff in programs 
operating less than 65 hours/month.

7 In British Columbia, recreational care programs are not subject to a 
maximum group size, but the usable f loor area must be deemed suff icient 
by a local medical health off icer. 

8 In the Yukon, the age limit is 16 years old for children with special needs.
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TABLE 8
CONTINUED

Characteristics of before- and after-school programs (2025).

PT Program name Age groups Ratio Group size ECE qualifications required for the program to operate

BC Group Child Care  
(school-age)

30 months – 5 years 1:12 (If any 
preschool-age 
children not yet in 
school present)

24 1 – 8 children: One ECE 
9 – 16 children: One ECE and one ECE assistant 
17 – 25 children: One ECE and two ECE assistants

30 months – 5 years 1:15 (Not including 
preschool-age 
children not yet in 
school)

30 1 – 8 children: One ECE 
9 – 16 children: One ECE and one ECE assistant 
17 – 25 children: One ECE and two ECE assistants 

School-age on school 
grounds

Kindergarten-age and Grade 1 1:12 24 One staff: One 20-hour post-secondary course

Grade 2 and older 1:15 30

Recreational care Kindergarten-age and Grade 1 1:12 No maximum7 One staff: One 20-hour post-secondary course

Grade 2 and older 1:15

YT School-age child care (in full-
time centres or stand-alone 
programs) 

Kindergarten-age to 12 years8 1:12 24 20% of staff: Level 3  
An additional 30%: Level 2  
Remaining: Level 1 

NT Out-of-school ELCC (single 
age grouping)

4 year olds 1:9 18 One Level 1 ELCC educator 

5 – 12 years 1:10 30 One Level 1 ELCC educator

Out-of-school day care 
(mixed age grouping)

3 years 8 months – 12 years 1:10 30 One Level 1 ELCC educator

NU Out-of-school day care 
(single-age)

5 – 11 years 1:10 20 Not specif ied

Out-of-school day care 
(mixed age)

5 years 8 months – 11 years 1:10 30 Not specif ied

1 In Nova Scotia, NS-BAP is delivered in public schools by approved child 
care, municipal recreation, or recognized non-profit recreation providers.

2 In Quebec, school-age child care programs are not licensed but considered 
regulated. They are delivered by school authorities under the Education Act.

3 In Ontario, school boards may provide before- and after-school care 
as licensed programs under agreements with third-party providers, as 
unlicensed Extended Day programs for kindergarten-age children, or as 
unlicensed Authorized Recreation and Skill Building programs by third-

party providers. Note that some previously unlicensed Extended Day 
programs have become licensed. 

4 In Ontario, licensed, Extended Day and before- and after-school programs 
serving children six years and older also accept non-ECE qualif ications: 
diploma or degree in child and youth care or in recreation and leisure 
services, or certif ication with the Ontario College of Teachers.

5 In Manitoba, before- and after-school programs operated by schools are 
not required to be licensed.

6 In Saskatchewan, ECE training is not required for staff in programs 
operating less than 65 hours/month.

7 In British Columbia, recreational care programs are not subject to a 
maximum group size, but the usable f loor area must be deemed suff icient 
by a local medical health off icer. 

8 In the Yukon, the age limit is 16 years old for children with special needs.
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TABLE 9 Selected characteristics of unregulated child care (2025).

PT Unregulated family child care1 Centre-based child care programs for children 0 – 
12 years that are exempt from licensing2 

Maximum number of children Does the maximum include the caregiver’s own children?

NL Four children <13 years, no more than two children 
under two years 
Three children, if all are under two years 
May care for more than four children if operating less 
than 10 hours/week

Including provider’s own children A child care service offered for less than 10 hours/
week 

PE Five children, no more than two infants 
Six children, if all are preschool-age 
Seven children, if all are school-age

Including provider’s own children None

NS Six children, mixed ages 
Eight children, if all are school-age

Including provider’s own children Before- and after-school programs operated by 
approved municipal recreation or recognized 
non-profit recreation providers 

NB Age-specif ic limits:  
No more than two infants; or 
No more than four preschool-age children; or  
No more than eight school-age children 

If children of different ages are together: No more than 
five children, only one may be an infant and at least one 
must be school-age 

Including provider’s own children None

QC Six children, no more than two <18 months3 Including provider’s own children under nine years Quebec before- and after-school care for 4 – 12 
year olds located in schools and delivered by 
school authorities. They are not licensed but are 
funded and have some requirements.

Halte-garderies (drop-in, short-term, or occasional 
centres) are funded and exempt from licensing.

Jardins d’enfants (nursery schools) operating before 
October 25, 2005, for up to four hours/day and 
minimum seven children 2 – 5 years. Those opened 
after that date must be licensed.

1 Unregulated family child care is only monitored by complaint.
2 Other centre-based child care or other early years programs may be exempt 

from licensing, but they are usually of very short duration or seasonal, the 
parents may be on the premises, or they may be programs in which parents 

or caregivers accompany the children, such as family resource programs.
3 In Quebec, effective September 2026, legal unregulated (non-recognized) 

family child care will be limited to a maximum of two children unless the 
children are from the same household.

4 In Saskatchewan, legislation taking effect in 2026 will allow (but not 
require) preschools to become licensed. 
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TABLE 9
CONTINUED

Selected characteristics of unregulated child care (2025).

PT Unregulated family child care1 Centre-based child care programs for children 0 – 
12 years that are exempt from licensing2 

Maximum number of children Does the maximum include the caregiver’s own children?

ON Five children <13 years, no more than three under two 
years

Including provider’s own children Extended Day after-school programs for 
kindergarten-age children located in schools. They 
are not licensed but have some requirements. 
Authorized Recreational and Skill Building 
programs provide child care outside school hours 
for 4 – 12 year olds; include recreational, artistic, 
musical, or athletic skills or provide religious, 
culture, or linguistic activities. 

MB Four children <12 years old, with no more than two 
children under two years

Including provider’s own children Child care on school premises for children in 
kindergarten to Grade 6

Nursery schools operated as early intervention 
programs by a school, or an organization under 
contract with a school 

SK Eight children <10 years; f ive may be infants, toddlers, 
or preschool-age; two may be infants or toddlers

If three infants and toddlers are in care, the rest must 
be school-age 

Including provider’s own children under 10 years old Part-day preschool provided for less than three 
hours/day4 

School-age child care for kindergarten-age and 
school-age children located in a school

AB Six children Not including provider’s own children None

BC License-not-required: two children or a sibling group 
<13 years not related to the provider in provider’s home

Including provider’s own children An early learning program within the meaning of 
the School Act

A program directly operated and funded by a 
municipality for two hours or less per day 

Recreational, artistic, musical, or athletic skills, or 
religious programs 

Summer camp for children under six years old 

Day camp for children more than five years old

Registered licence-not-required child care (RLNR): up 
to two children of any age or a sibling group not related 
to them (by blood or marriage) in the provider’s home

Including provider’s own children

In-child’s-own-home care: Unlicensed care arranged by 
parents at home (a nanny or a babysitter) 

No specif ic qualif ications are required for the child 
care provider

Not applicable as in-child’s-own-home care does not allow 
children from other families to be included in care, and the 
provider cannot be a relative who lives in the home 

1 Unregulated family child care is only monitored by complaint.
2 Other centre-based child care or other early years programs may be exempt 

from licensing, but they are usually of very short duration or seasonal, the 
parents may be on the premises, or they may be programs in which parents 

or caregivers accompany the children, such as family resource programs.
3 In Quebec, effective September 2026, legal unregulated (non-recognized) 

family child care will be limited to a maximum of two children unless the 
children are from the same household.

4 In Saskatchewan, legislation taking effect in 2026 will allow (but not 
require) preschools to become licensed. 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96412_00
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TABLE 9
CONTINUED

Selected characteristics of unregulated child care (2025).

PT Unregulated family child care1 Centre-based child care programs for children 0 – 
12 years that are exempt from licensing2 

Maximum number of children Does the maximum include the caregiver’s own children?

YT Four children, no more than three children under 
school-age, or 
Eight school-age children

Not including provider’s own children Preschool (centre-based program) for children 
37 – 59 months and provided for less than three 
consecutive hours/day. Not required to be licensed. 

NT Fewer than five children, or fewer than two children 
under two years

Not including provider’s own children Recreational, artistic, or instructional program 
that lasts no more than three hours/day and <10 
hours/week

Care provided in a school operated under the 
Education Act during regular school hours

NU Four children up to 12 years old Including provider’s own children None

1 Unregulated family child care is only monitored by complaint.
2 Other centre-based child care or other early years programs may be exempt 

from licensing, but they are usually of very short duration or seasonal, the 
parents may be on the premises, or they may be programs in which parents 

or caregivers accompany the children, such as family resource programs.
3 In Quebec, effective September 2026, legal unregulated (non-recognized) 

family child care will be limited to a maximum of two children unless the 
children are from the same household.

4 In Saskatchewan, legislation taking effect in 2026 will allow (but not 
require) preschools to become licensed. 
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TABLE 10 First Nations, Métis, and Inuit licensed child care services on reserves or Inuit lands (2025).

PT Number of licensed programs on First Nations reserves or Inuit lands (centres and family child care)

NL Five full-day centres1 

One family child care home

PE Two full-day centres

NS Not applicable2

NB Six full-day centres

QC 69 full-day centres3 

Two family child care agencies

ON 72 centres 
Two home child care agencies

MB One full-day centre

SK Four full-day centres

AB Six centres; four full-day programs, two part-day programs, one before- and after-school program

BC4 65 full-day centres 

Five licensed family child care homes

YT5 See footnote

NT6 See footnote

NU7 See footnote

Note: Inuit Nunangat (Inuit lands) comprises Inuvialuit (Northwest Territories and the 
Yukon), Nunavik (Northern Quebec), Nunatsiavut (Labrador), and all of Nunavut. 
Where applicable, breakdowns of child care on Inuit lands and First Nations reserves are 
provided in footnotes.

Note: The licensed program numbers do not include Aboriginal Head Start on Reserve or 
Aboriginal Head Start in Urban and Northern Communities.

1 Newfoundland and Labrador reports four centres on Inuit land, and one 
centre and one family child care home on reserve.

2 Nova Scotia does not license child care on reserve.

3 Quebec reports 21 centres and one family child care agency on Inuit land, 
and 48 centres and one agency on reserve.

4 British Columbia’s data may not be comparable to previous years. 
5 There are no First Nations reserves in the Yukon. However, there are self-

governing First Nations and settlement areas, as well as Inuit land. Nine 
centres in the Yukon are operated by Indigenous governing bodies.

6 In addition to two reserves in the Northwest Territories, there are other 
traditional territories in which Indigenous governing bodies have formal 
agreements with the territorial government and the Government of 
Canada, or are in the process of negotiating them. Outside Yellowknife 

and Hay River, the majority of the population in the Northwest Territories 
is Indigenous. All child care in smaller communities primarily serves 
Indigenous children, and most is Indigenous-led. There are 18 centres in the 
Northwest Territories operated by Indigenous governing bodies. 

7 The whole territory of Nunavut is Inuit land, and more than 80% of the 
population is Inuit. As such, almost all licensed child care centres in 
Nunavut primarily serve Inuit children, and most are Inuit-led.
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TABLE 11 Child care fee subsidy provision and eligibility (2025).

PT Availability of fee subsidy 
program or alternative approach

Services eligible to receive 
subsidized children

Family financial eligibility Additional eligibility criteria Number of children 
subsidized

2023 2024

NL Yes All licensed centres, licensed 
family child care

Maximum net family annual 
income for full subsidy:
•	One child: $41,000
•	Two children: $47,000

Employment, education, 
training; parent medical need; 
child development, referral

1,755 767

PE Yes All licensed centres, licensed 
family child care

Maximum net family annual 
income for full subsidy:
•	One parent, one child: $30,000
•	Two parents, two children: 

$38,500
•	Up to $100,000 in assets

Employment, education, 
training; parent medical need; 
special need of child

818 798

NS Yes All licensed centres, licensed 
family child care

Maximum net family annual 
income for full subsidy:
•	$35,000
•	Up to $50,000 in savings or 

liquid assets

No additional eligibility criteria 5,399 5,223

NB Yes 

Two fee subsidy programs:
•	Parent Subsidy Program 

(Designated)
•	Daycare Assistance Program 

(Undesignated)

All licensed centres, licensed 
family child care

Designated – Maximum gross 
family annual income for full 
subsidy:
•	$37,5001

Undesignated – Maximum net 
family annual income for full 
subsidy:
•	$22,000

Employment, education, 
training; special circumstances

6,190 6,309

1 Families with multiple children under age f ive enrolled in a designated 
facility do not pay more than 20% of their gross household annual income, 
regardless of income level. See New Brunswick’s “Parent fees” section for 
more information.

2 Quebec has not used a parent fee subsidy program since operational 
funding was introduced in 1997. See Quebec’s “Parent fees” section for 
more information.

3 In Ontario, the fee subsidy program is administered by 47 Social Service 
Managers (SSMs) at the municipal level of government.

4 See Saskatchewan’s “Parent fees” section for more information.
5 See Alberta’s “Parent fees” section for more information.
6 Financial eligibility and subsidy rates vary for home-based and unlicensed 

programs. See British Columbia’s “Parent fees” section for more 
information.
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TABLE 11
CONTINUED

Child care fee subsidy provision and eligibility (2025).

PT Availability of fee subsidy 
program or alternative approach

Services eligible to receive 
subsidized children

Family financial eligibility Additional eligibility criteria Number of children 
subsidized

2023 2024

QC2 No subsidy program

Parents pay no child care fees if 
on any of four benefit programs:
•	Aim for Employment Program
•	Social Assistance Program
•	Social Solidarity Program
•	Economic Security Program for 

Cree Hunters

Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable

ON Yes3 All licensed centres, licensed 
family child care, and unlicensed 
Extended Day and authorized

Recreation and Skill Building 
programs 

Operators must have a service 
contract with the local Service 
System Manager (SSM) and be 
part of CWELCC.

Based on family income and 
total cost of child care

Maximum net family annual 
income for full subsidy: 
•	$20,000
•	Full subsidy for social 

assistance recipients (ON 
Works, ON Disability Support, 
in First Nations child care)

Hours of subsidized care based 
on time no parent is available 
for care due to employment, 
education/training or 
otherapproved activities

SSMs may also have their own 
criteria

83,410 79,214

MB Yes All licensed centres, licensed 
family child care

Maximum income for full 
subsidy:
•	One parent, one child: $23,883
•	Two parents, two children: 

$32,705 

Employment, education, 
training; parents’ medical need; 
child’s additional support needs

No additional eligibility criteria 
in part-day nursery school

6,541 6,343

1 Families with multiple children under age f ive enrolled in a designated 
facility do not pay more than 20% of their gross household annual income, 
regardless of income level. See New Brunswick’s “Parent fees” section for 
more information.

2 Quebec has not used a parent fee subsidy program since operational 
funding was introduced in 1997. See Quebec’s “Parent fees” section for 
more information.

3 In Ontario, the fee subsidy program is administered by 47 Social Service 
Managers (SSMs) at the municipal level of government.

4 See Saskatchewan’s “Parent fees” section for more information.
5 See Alberta’s “Parent fees” section for more information.
6 Financial eligibility and subsidy rates vary for home-based and unlicensed 

programs. See British Columbia’s “Parent fees” section for more 
information.
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TABLE 11
CONTINUED

Child care fee subsidy provision and eligibility (2025).

PT Availability of fee subsidy 
program or alternative approach

Services eligible to receive 
subsidized children

Family financial eligibility Additional eligibility criteria Number of children 
subsidized

2023 2024

SK4 No subsidy program

The Saskatchewan Child Care 
Subsidy Program ended March 
31, 2025.

Since January 2024, eligible 
child care expenses for eligible 
low-income working families can 
be paid under the Saskatchewan 
Employment Incentive.

Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable 784 355

AB5 No subsidy program

The Alberta fee subsidy program 
ended March 31, 2025. 

Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable 74,200 82,700

BC Yes All licensed centres, licensed and 
unlicensed family child care

Maximum gross family annual 
income for full subsidy licensed 
programs:6

•	One parent, one child: $45,000
•	Two parents, two children: 

$49,000

Employment, education, looking 
for work, in an employment 
program; medical condition; 
referral

No additional eligibility criteria 
in part-day preschool

38,090 36,209

YT Yes All licensed centres, licensed 
family child care

Maximum net family monthly 
income for full subsidy 
– Whitehorse:
•	One parent, one child: $1,941
•	Two parents, two children: 

$2,859

Employment, education, looking 
for work; receiving medical 
treatment; special need of parent 
or child; child protection, short-
term family crisis

278 378

1 Families with multiple children under age f ive enrolled in a designated 
facility do not pay more than 20% of their gross household annual income, 
regardless of income level. See New Brunswick’s “Parent fees” section for 
more information.

2 Quebec has not used a parent fee subsidy program since operational 
funding was introduced in 1997. See Quebec’s “Parent fees” section for 
more information.

3 In Ontario, the fee subsidy program is administered by 47 Social Service 
Managers (SSMs) at the municipal level of government.

4 See Saskatchewan’s “Parent fees” section for more information.
5 See Alberta’s “Parent fees” section for more information.
6 Financial eligibility and subsidy rates vary for home-based and unlicensed 

programs. See British Columbia’s “Parent fees” section for more 
information.
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TABLE 11
CONTINUED

Child care fee subsidy provision and eligibility (2025).

PT Availability of fee subsidy 
program or alternative approach

Services eligible to receive 
subsidized children

Family financial eligibility Additional eligibility criteria Number of children 
subsidized

2023 2024

NT No stand-alone child care 
subsidy program.

A Child Care Allowance is 
provided through the Income 
Assistance program. 

Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable 4 3

NU Yes All licensed centres, licensed 
family child care, and unlicensed 
child care providers

Based on needs test that takes 
family income and eligible living 
expenses into consideration

Employment, education, 
training; referred regarding 
child’s additional needs

14 14

1 Families with multiple children under age f ive enrolled in a designated 
facility do not pay more than 20% of their gross household annual income, 
regardless of income level. See New Brunswick’s “Parent fees” section for 
more information.

2 Quebec has not used a parent fee subsidy program since operational 
funding was introduced in 1997. See Quebec’s “Parent fees” section for 
more information.

3 In Ontario, the fee subsidy program is administered by 47 Social Service 
Managers (SSMs) at the municipal level of government.

4 See Saskatchewan’s “Parent fees” section for more information.
5 See Alberta’s “Parent fees” section for more information.
6 Financial eligibility and subsidy rates vary for home-based and unlicensed 

programs. See British Columbia’s “Parent fees” section for more 
information.
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TABLE 12 Inclusion supports in regulated child care (2025).

PT Types of support Service eligibility Child eligibility for 
funding

Diagnosis/ referral 
required

Mandatory to accept a 
child with a disability 

NL Child Care Inclusion Program: Two types of supports 
(consultative support and grants) assist with the cost of 
related professional learning, enhanced ratio, staff wages, 
and benefits.

All licensed programs.

Those receiving 
Operating Grants are 
required to participate.

Funding is for the overall 
program.

No No

PE Special Needs Grant: Funding to hire special needs assistant. All licensed programs. Child is under age 12 
and requires additional 
support. In some cases, 
funding supports the 
overall centre. 

No Yes, Early Years Centres 
are required to accept. 

Preschool Autism Funding: Funding to hire an autism 
assistant for intensive behavioural intervention (IBI).

All licensed programs. Child is enrolled in Early 
Years Autism Service.

Required

NS Inclusion Support Grant: Funding for additional staff, 
training, consultation, and assistive equipment.

All licensed programs. Funding supports the 
overall program.

No No

NB Inclusion Support Program: Two options – Individualized 
Support and Shared Support for additional staff ing.

All licensed programs. Child is age 12 or 
younger. 

Parents are working or 
in school.

No No

QC Allowance for Integrating a Disabled Child (Allocation pour 
l’intégration en service de garde): Funding to support staff ing, 
or purchase or adapt materials or the facility.

Exceptional Support Measure (Mesure exceptionnelle de 
soutien à l’intégration en service de garde): funds additional 
hours of assistance needed for child with signif icant barriers 
in the integration process.

Publicly funded centres 
and family child care 
homes.

Child is age 0 – 5, 
has “signif icant and 
persistent disability.”

Required No 

1 In Saskatchewan, child care homes can only apply for one type of grant. 2 In British Columbia, capital funding programs such as the New Spaces 
Fund prioritize project applications that create inclusive and accessible 
child care spaces.

https://www.gov.nl.ca/education/childcare/inclusive-child-care/
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/education-and-lifelong-learning/special-needs-grant-for-licensed-early-learning-and
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/forms/eelc_autism_funding_application_and_guidelines.pdf
https://childcarenovascotia.ca/families/inclusion-early-intervention#:~:text=Development%20Intervention%20Services-,Inclusion%20Support,-When%20children%20participate
https://www.nbed.nb.ca/operatorportal/Content/Resourses/ISP%20Guidelines.pdf
https://www.quebec.ca/famille-et-soutien-aux-personnes/enfance/garderies-et-services-de-garde/services-de-garde-personne-handicapee/allocation-integration-enfant-handicape-59-mois-ou-moins-service-garde
https://www.quebec.ca/famille-et-soutien-aux-personnes/enfance/garderies-et-services-de-garde/services-de-garde-personne-handicapee/allocation-integration-enfant-handicape-59-mois-ou-moins-service-garde
https://www.quebec.ca/en/family-and-support-for-individuals/childhood/childcare-centres/childcare-centres-for-children-with-disabilities/financial-assistance-integration-children-with-disabilities-childcare-centres
https://www.quebec.ca/en/family-and-support-for-individuals/childhood/childcare-centres/childcare-centres-for-children-with-disabilities/financial-assistance-integration-children-with-disabilities-childcare-centres


[ 439 ]Childcare Resource and Research Unit ECEC IN CANADA 2024/2025 • The Big Picture

TABLE 12
CONTINUED

Inclusion supports in regulated child care (2025).

PT Types of support Service eligibility Child eligibility for 
funding

Diagnosis/ referral 
required

Mandatory to accept a 
child with a disability 

ON Special Needs Resourcing: Funding for hiring resource 
consultants or supplemental staff, training, and adaptive 
equipment.

Note that the Ontario government requires local Service 
System Managers (SSMs) to spend a minimum of 8.5% of their 
provincial funding on children with special needs.

Individual SSMs have the discretion to make determinations 
about inclusion policy and provision.

Eligible licensed 
programs participating 
in CWELCC.

Child with special needs 
under 13 years of age. 

A child whose 
cognitive, physical, 
social, emotional, or 
communicative needs, 
or whose needs relating 
to overall development, 
are of such a nature that 
additional support is 
required.

This may be determined 
by individual SSMs. 

This may be determined 
by individual SSMs.

MB Child Care Inclusion Support Program: Staff ing grant 
(additional staff) or specialized grant (equipment or training). 
The Guaranteed Space Payment (for family child care only) 
reserves a space within total licensed spaces.

All licensed non-profit 
facility types.

Child has developmental 
disabilities or life-long 
medical conditions.

No No

SK Child Care Inclusion: Funding for additional staff, training, 
assistive equipment, or space modification (includes: 
Individual Inclusion Grant, Enhanced Accessibility Grant, 
Adapted Equipment Grant). 

Licensed non-profit 
centres and homes1.

Child has developmental 
needs.

Required No

Early Learning Intensive Support: Funding for additional 
spaces and educational assistants for children with disabilities 
in prekindergarten.

Prekindergarten 
(not licensed) 

Child is 3 – 4 years; 
priority given to age four 
and those not enrolled 
in other early learning 
programs.

Not required but space 
is limited. 

No

AB Inclusive Child Care: Funding to community agencies to 
support child care program capacity-building, training, 
intensive consultation, and coaching.

All licensed programs. Funding is for the overall 
program.

No No

Family Support for Children with Disabilities: Develops 
an individual service plan; can fund an aide to enable 
participation in child care, coaching, and consultation. 

All licensed programs. Child has a chronic 
condition; primary need 
is not medical care.

Required No

1 In Saskatchewan, child care homes can only apply for one type of grant. 2 In British Columbia, capital funding programs such as the New Spaces 
Fund prioritize project applications that create inclusive and accessible 
child care spaces.

https://www.ontario.ca/page/child-care-subsidies#section-3
https://www.gov.mb.ca/education/childcare/families/family_info/inclusion.html
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/entrepreneurs-start-or-exit-a-business/start-a-business/managing-a-child-care-business/start-a-regulated-child-care-centre/grants-for-child-care-centres#enhanced-accessibility-grant:~:text=11.-,Individual%20Inclusion%20Grant,-To%20assist%20with
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/entrepreneurs-start-or-exit-a-business/start-a-business/managing-a-child-care-business/start-a-regulated-child-care-centre/grants-for-child-care-centres#enhanced-accessibility-grant:~:text=12.-,Enhanced%20Accessibility%20Grant,-To%20assist%20with
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/entrepreneurs-start-or-exit-a-business/start-a-business/managing-a-child-care-business/start-a-regulated-child-care-centre/grants-for-child-care-centres#enhanced-accessibility-grant:~:text=13.-,Adapted%20Equipment%20Grant,-To%20assist%20with
https://www.srsd119.ca/wp-content/uploads/SSS/ELIS-Family-Brochure.pdf
https://iccalberta.ca/
https://www.alberta.ca/fscd.aspx
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TABLE 12
CONTINUED

Inclusion supports in regulated child care (2025).

PT Types of support Service eligibility Child eligibility for 
funding

Diagnosis/ referral 
required

Mandatory to accept a 
child with a disability 

BC2 Supported Child Development: Supports additional staff, 
training, and consultation for a child’s full participation in 
child care settings. 

Aboriginal Supported Child Development: Supports unique 
Indigenous service needs. 

All licensed programs. Child experiencing, or 
has increased likelihood 
of experiencing, 
developmental delay or 
disability; who requires 
support to optimize 
their development, 
functional abilities, and 
quality of life.

No

Documentation 
required to determine 
eligibility for services.

No

YT Supported Child Care: Supports extra staff ing,help with 
staff development and programming, and assistance with 
materials, fees, and transportation. 

All licensed programs. Child is age 0 – 16 years 
and has a physical, 
emotional, behavioural, 
mental, developmental, 
communicative, or 
other identif iable and 
recognized disorder.

Required No

NT Supporting Child Inclusion and Participation: Provides 
emergency needs funding (additional staff ing), inclusion 
funding (training and resource purchases), and small 
community sustainability funding (for programs in small 
communities).

All licensed programs. Child is age 0 – 6 years; 
has developmental 
needs and/or is 
equity-seeking.

No No

Early Childhood Program (ECP) Operating Subsidy: Provides 
increased daily rates for special needs spaces.

All licensed programs. Child is age 0 – 5 years. Documentation 
required

Not applicable

NU Healthy Children Initiative:  
Supportive Child Services: Provides support services to 
individual children and funding for additional staff.

Inclusion and Equity Fund: Provides project-based funding for 
equipment.  
Community Initiatives: Covers whole child care program.

All licensed, some 
unlicensed child care.

Child is age 0 – 6 years. Required for Supportive 
Child Services

No 

1 In Saskatchewan, child care homes can only apply for one type of grant. 2 In British Columbia, capital funding programs such as the New Spaces 
Fund prioritize project applications that create inclusive and accessible 
child care spaces.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/managing-your-health/child-behaviour-development/early-childhood-intervention#:~:text=Early%20Intervention%20Therapy.-,Supported%20Child%20Development,-and%20Aboriginal%20Supported
https://www.ascdp.bc.ca/
https://yukon.ca/en/health-and-wellness/work/apply-funding-your-facility-support-children-special-needs
https://www.ece.gov.nt.ca/en/scip
https://www.gov.nu.ca/en/education-and-schools/healthy-children-initiative
https://www.gov.nu.ca/en/education-and-schools/licensed-child-care-centres-inclusion-and-equity-fund
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TABLE 13 Child care workforce1: Wages, benefits, and certification (2025).

PT Wage grid or wage enhancement2 Contributions to/provision of benefits or pension plan Certification scheme

NL Wage grid  Group medical benefits Certif ication required for all staff in all licensed child care

PE Wage grid  Defined contribution pension plan; employer portion is paid by 
government

Certif ication required for all staff in all licensed child care 

NS Wage grid  Defined benefit pension plan and comprehensive group benefits 
plan

Classif ication required for all centre-based child care staff

NB Wage grid and wage top-up None No certif ication process

QC Wage scale3 Defined benefit pension plan and group insurance No certif ication process

ON Wage floor, wage ceiling, wage 
top-up, wage enhancement  

None Certif ication (registration with the College of Early Childhood 
Educators) required for specif ied proportion of staff per group in 
child care centres 

MB Wage floor and wage targets 
(optional)  

Provincial funding for retirement support programs Provincial classif ication required for all centre-based child care 
staff

SK Wage enhancement None Certif ication required for all centre-based child care staff (65+ 
hours/month)

AB Wage top-up None Certif ication required for all staff in all licensed child care

BC Wage enhancement None Certif ication required for staff in child care centres below 
school-age

YT Wage floor, wage enhancement Funding provided to employers to select/offer comprehensive 
benefits package 

Certif ication required for all staff in all licensed child care

NT Wage grid None Certif ication required for all staff in centre-based child care

NU Wage grid None No certif ication process 

Note: All staff/providers include centre-based staff and family child care providers. 1 In some provinces/territories, family child care providers may be eligible for 
wage improvement, benefits and/or certif ication. Additionally, some centre 
staff may not be eligible for these measures. Please see provincial/territorial 
sections for more details.

2 Wage enhancement and wage top-up can be used interchangeably.
3 Wage scale (term used by Quebec) and wage grid are used interchangeably.
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TABLE 14 Workforce qualification requirements for full-day child care centres (2025).

PT Are staff qualification 
requirements specified by 
centre or room/group level?

Are all staff working with 
children in a child care centre 
required to have some ECE 
training?

What ECE education is required 
to be “qualified”?

What number/percent of 
qualified staff are required? 

What are the qualifications 
for director/supervisor/ 
administrator?

NL Room level Yes 
Trainee level: Orientation 
course and registration in ECE 
program

One-year ECE certif icate (Level 
1)

Per room, one Level 1; 
classif ication must match the 
age group served 

Two-year ECE diploma (Level 2) 

PE Centre level Yes 
Early childhood intern: Three 
30-hour early childhood 
courses 

Two-year diploma (ECE level) Per centre, one ECE Early childhood supervisor:  
Two-year ECE diploma or a 
degree in human studies

Early childhood director:  
ECE degree, or a degree in 
human studies

NS Centre level Yes 
Entry level: 16 online sessions

One-year certif icate (ECE Level 
1)

Per centre, 2/3 of staff must 
have at least ECE Level 1; the 
remaining must have at least 
entry level 

Two-year ECE diploma1

NB Centre level Yes  
Entry level:  Introduction to ECE 
course

One-year certif icate (no 
certif ication process)

Per centre, 50% of staff must 
have a one-year ECE certif icate

One-year ECE certif icate or 
equivalent training

QC Centre level No Three-year ECE diploma 
(Diplôme d’études collégiales; 
DEC), no certif ication process, 
or equivalent 

Per centre, 2/3 must have 
DEC 

Not specif ied

ON Group/room level No Two-year diploma (Registered  
Early Childhood Educator; 
RECE)

Per room, 1/3 to  2/3 must be 
RECEs, depending on age group

Two-year ECE diploma and 
registration with College of 
Early Childhood Educators 

MB Both centre and group levels Yes 
Early childhood assistant: 40 
hours training

Two-year ECE diploma (ECE II) Per centre, full-time centres 
require 2/3 qualif ied (ECE II/III) 
staff, with at least one qualif ied 
educator per group

Full-time centre director must 
be ECE III 

Nursery school director must 
be ECE II

Note: PSE refers to post-secondary education.

1 In Nova Scotia, a centre director who began working as a director before 
May 1, 2012, may have Level 1 classif ication.
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TABLE 14
CONTINUED

Workforce qualification requirements for full-day child care centres (2025).

PT Are staff qualification 
requirements specified by 
centre or room/group level?

Are all staff working with 
children in a child care centre 
required to have some ECE 
training?

What ECE education is required 
to be “qualified”?

What number/percent of 
qualified staff are required? 

What are the qualifications 
for director/supervisor/ 
administrator?

SK Centre level Yes  
ECE Level I: Orientation course

One-year certif icate (ECE Level 
II) 

Per centre, at least 20% must be 
Level III and 30% Level II among 
those working 65+ hours per 
month

Supervisor: Level I – Either PSE 
ECE orientation course or three 
approved ECE courses

Director: Level III – Two-year 
ECE diploma or equivalent 
coursework

AB Centre level Yes 
Level 1: One of:
•	45-hour, three-credit PSE ECE 

course;
•	AB ECE orientation course;
•	AB high school child care 

courses; or
•	ELCC-approved coursework 

equivalencies 

One-year certif icate (Level 2) or 
equivalent

Per centre, 1/3 must be Level 2 Level 3: Two-year ECE diploma 
or equivalent

BC Group level  Yes  
ECE assistant: One course

One-year certif icate Per group, specif ied number 
of certif ied staff  based on age 
group and group size

Not specif ied

YT Centre level Yes 
Level 1: 60 hours of coursework 
or equivalent

60 hours of coursework or 
equivalent (Level 1)

Per centre: 20% Level 3, 30% 
Level 2, 50% Level 1

Not specif ied

NT Centre level Yes 
Level 1: Early Childhood 
Essentials course + 1 year 
experience or equivalent  

Early Childhood Essentials 
course or equivalent (Level 1) 

Per centre: one ELCC educator 
(Level 1 – 4) at all times; 
assistants cannot outnumber 
educators

Not specif ied

NU Centre level No Not applicable Post-secondary ECE training is 
not required 

Not specif ied 

Note: PSE refers to post-secondary education.

1 In Nova Scotia, a centre director who began working as a director before 
May 1, 2012, may have Level 1 classif ication.
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TABLE 15 Food provision in licensed full-day child care centres (2025).

PT Are centres required to supply 
food/meals? 

Are additional parent fees to cover provided food/meals 
permitted? 

What is the scheduling of serving food?

NL Yes: There is provision for 
exemptions. 

No: Centres are not permitted to charge additional fees as food 
costs are built into operating funding.

Food/beverage must be offered every three hours.

Breakfast must be provided to children attending before 7:30 am 
and dinner to those attending after 6:30 pm. Two snacks daily.

PE Yes: Early Years Centres 
(designated centres) are 
required to supply meals and 
snacks. 

No: Non-designated centres are 
not required to supply. 

No: Meals and snacks are provided in Early Years Centres as part of 
operating funding. 

Three meals and two snacks must be provided to children in 
attendance for three hours or more.

NS Yes. Yes: Centres are permitted to charge additional fees for food. A meal during regular meal times and a snack before or after a meal 
period are required.

NB Yes: Designated centres are 
required to provide meals and 
snacks.

No: Non-designated centres are 
not required to supply.

Yes: Non-designated centres are permitted to charge additional 
fees for food.

No: Designated centres are not permitted to charge additional fees 
for food. 

A snack must be provided at least every three hours and a meal 
served at each recognized meal period.

QC Yes: Funded centres. 

No: Unfunded centres.

Yes: Funded and unfunded centres. Snacks and meals must be provided whenever the child is present 
during scheduled snack and meal times (noon meal, evening meal, 
or breakfast).

ON Yes: Meals and snacks must be 
supplied to children between 12 
and 44 months old attending 
for six hours or more. 

No: Meals and snacks are covered as part of base fees, which are 
funded through operational funding. 

Where the child is present at meal time, a meal must 
be provided.

Two snacks in addition to any meals are required for programs of 
six hours and more. 

MB No: Centres may provide meals/
snacks or require families to 
provide them.

Yes: Centres are permitted to charge additional fees for food. A meal must be served if a child is in attendance during a meal 
period.

A snack must be served after three hours when a child attends 
outside a meal period.

SK Yes: Centres must supply meals 
and snacks for children who are 
six months or older. 

Yes: A fee for food is a separate fee from the “base fee.” Not specif ied.
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TABLE 15
CONTINUED

Food provision in licensed full-day child care centres (2025).

PT Are centres required to supply 
food/meals? 

Are additional parent fees to cover provided food/meals 
permitted? 

What is the scheduling of serving food?

AB No: Centres may supply or 
require families to supply meals 
and snacks.

Yes: Centres are permitted to charge additional fees for food. Not specif ied.

BC No: Centres may supply or 
require families to supply meals 
and snacks.

Yes: Centres are permitted to charge additional fees for food.

No: $10 a Day ChildCareBC centres under the Operating Funding 
Model are not permitted to charge additional fees. 

Not specif ied.

YT No: Centres may or may not be 
funded to have a meal plan. 

Centres must have sufficient 
quantities of food for all 
children in attendance. 

Yes: If the centre is not funded to provide meals.

No: If the centre is funded to provide meals.

A morning meal, a mid-day meal, or an evening meal must be 
served. 

A mid-morning, mid-afternoon, or mid-evening snack must be 
served. 

NT Yes. No: Centres are not permitted to charge additional fees beyond the 
defined child care fees, and “child care fees” include food. 

Children 10 and under must be served a snack or meal at least every 
two-and-a-half hours.

Children 10 years+ must be served a snack or meal at least every 
three hours.

NU No: Programs may supply or 
require families to 
supply meals and snacks.

No: Centres are not permitted to charge additional fees for food. Children 10 and under must be served a snack or meal at least every 
two-and-a-half hours.

Children 10 years+ must be served a snack or meal at least every 
three hours.
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TABLE 16 Outdoor play requirements in licensed child care centres (2025).

PT Required outdoor time Outdoor space requirements Location of outdoor play area

NL Daily outdoor activity morning 
and afternoon, except when 
extreme weather conditions 
exist.

Duration not specif ied.

7 m2 multiplied by the maximum number of children who may 
participate in the child care at one time.

If there is an infant group, there must be a separate, enclosed 
outdoor play area that meets all the same requirements as any 
other outdoor play area.

A hard surface shall not cover more than half of the outdoor play 
area.

The play area must be enclosed by a fence that is at least 1.2 m high 
and has, at maximum, 9 centimetres between every slat.

Full-time programs must have an outdoor play area as part of the 
facility for exclusive use of children participating in the child care 
service.

Programs not offering full-day child care may use a public area 
within a “reasonable distance.”

PE Must be included in the daily 
schedule.

Duration not specif ied.

7 m2/child.

May share outdoor space with another centre as long as it is used 
by one operator at a time.

Securely enclosed on all sides. 

Potable water must be safely accessible in or from the outdoor 
activity space by children at the centre.

Adjacent to the centre, but an outdoor space within a “reasonable 
distance” may be allowed.

NS1 Daily outdoor activity morning 
and afternoon, except when 
extreme weather conditions 
exist.

Duration not specif ied.

7 m2/child, capable of accommodating the largest group of children 
who regularly attend.

Must be enclosed by a fence at least 1.2 m high.

For full-day and school-age programs, outdoor spaces must be 
located at the facility or at another safe and suitable location 
for children’s age range. If infants are enrolled, a separate fenced 
outdoor play space for infants must be provided at the facility or in 
the immediate vicinity.

NB At least one hour for every four 
hours of care provided, except 
when wind chill or temperature 
is below -20 °C, or when it is  
33 °C or higher with humidity. 

4.5 m2/child, capable of accommodating at least half of the 
maximum licensed capacity.

Includes a shaded area of at least 0.45 m2/child for full-time and 
part-time centres with infant or preschool children.

Consists of more than one surface to permit different types of play. 

Must be enclosed by a fence at least 1.22 m high. 

Full-time centres: less than 350 m from the indoor play area. 

Part-time centres serving school-age children only: less than 700 m 
away.

Full- and part-time centres serving infants must have a separate 
infant outdoor space, or infants and another age group must use 
the outdoor space at different times.

QC2 At least 60 minutes every day. 4 m2/child and can accommodate one third of the licensed 
capacity.

Must be enclosed by a fence at least 1.2 m high.

Must be within 500 m of the facility, in a private fenced area or 
fenced public park.

1 In Nova Scotia, outdoor play spaces located at a school are exempt from 
the space and fencing requirements in section 22(3) of the Early Learning 
and Child Care Regulations.

2 In Quebec, space requirements do not apply to an outdoor play area 
located in a public park.
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TABLE 16
CONTINUED

Outdoor play requirements in licensed child care centres (2025).

PT Required outdoor time Outdoor space requirements Location of outdoor play area

ON Full-day programs: 2 hours/
day when weather permits. 

Before- and after-school: 
30 min/day when weather 
permits.

Full-day programs: 5.6 m2/child based on the licensed capacity. 
When capacity exceeds 64 children, play space may be divided so 
no more than 64 children use a fenced area at once. 

Must be enclosed by a fence at least 1.2 m high furnished with one 
or more gates that are securely closed at all times, unless otherwise 
approved by a director.

Is at ground level and adjacent to the premises, unless otherwise 
approved by a director.

MB Must be included in the daily 
schedule, except when wind 
chill or temperature is below 
-25 °C, or according to the 
policy of the school division 
where the facility is located.

Duration not specif ied.

7 m2/child and can accommodate the greater of 55 m2 or 50% of 
licensed capacity.

If outdoor space is adjacent to the centre, it must be fenced and at 
least half the surface must be natural. If not adjacent, the operator 
must ensure safe access. 

Full-day programs: within 350 m of the centre.

School-age programs: within 700 m of the centre.

SK Not specif ied. 7 m2/child. Half the outdoor play area must be adjacent to the centre and the 
remainder must be within walking distance, determined in relation 
to the youngest licensed age category.

AB Not specif ied. 2 m2/child under 19 months old and 4.5 m2/child for 19 months and 
older, and can accommodate 50% of the licensed capacity.

Enclosed on all sides.

On the premises, adjacent to, or within “easy and safe walking 
distance” from the centre. 

Out-of-school care programs: does not have to be on or adjacent to 
the centre.

BC Must be included in the 
daily schedule (except for 
Occasional Child Care 
programs) when weather 
permits.

Duration not specif ied.

6 m2/child; or if more than one type of program, for the largest 
maximum group size permitted.

Outdoor play areas may only be shared at the same time if the 
programs are the same type and all regulatory requirements are 
met.

Not specif ied.

1 In Nova Scotia, outdoor play spaces located at a school are exempt from 
the space and fencing requirements in section 22(3) of the Early Learning 
and Child Care Regulations.

2 In Quebec, space requirements do not apply to an outdoor play area 
located in a public park.
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TABLE 16
CONTINUED

Outdoor play requirements in licensed child care centres (2025).

PT Required outdoor time Outdoor space requirements Location of outdoor play area

YT Must be included in the daily 
schedule.

Duration not specif ied.

5 m2/child for each child using the outdoor space (not for each child 
enrolled in the program).

Must be enclosed by a fence that is at least 1.2 m high, except for 
public playgrounds

Must provide an area for sand play, a quiet area, and other 
activities.

Adjacent to the centre or within “easy and safe walking distance” 
for the age group.

NT Must be included in the daily 
schedule, except in case of 
inclement weather, wildlife 
warnings, or warnings 
for potential dangerous 
conditions for the area. 
Promote physical f itness for at 
least 30 minutes each day. 

5 m2/child.

Enclosed by a fence that is at least 1.5 m high if the surrounding 
environment is hazardous to children.

Adjacent to or within “walking distance” of the centre and suitable 
for the number, ages, and development of the children attending 
the program.

NU Must be included in the daily 
schedule, except when weather 
is inclement.

Duration not specif ied.

5 m2/child for outdoor spaces adjacent to the centre.

Fenced if the surrounding environment is potentially hazardous to 
children.

Adjacent to or within “walking distance” of the centre.

1 In Nova Scotia, outdoor play spaces located at a school are exempt from 
the space and fencing requirements in section 22(3) of the Early Learning 
and Child Care Regulations.

2 In Quebec, space requirements do not apply to an outdoor play area 
located in a public park.
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TABLE 17 Child care types and auspices eligible for CWELCC funding (2025).

PT

  Operational funding  Capital funding1

Full-day 
centre-based

Part-day 
centre-based

Before- and 
after-school 

care for 4- and 
5-year-olds

Family child 
care

New/ 
expanded 

for-profits

Full-day 
centre-based

Part-day 
centre-based

Before- and 
after-school 

care for 4- and 
5-year-olds

Family child 
care

New/ 
expanded 

for-profits

NL Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No

PE Yes No No Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 

NS Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes No

NB Yes Yes No Yes Yes2 Yes Yes No Yes Yes 

QC3 Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable

ON Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes4 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

MB Yes Yes Not applicable5 Yes No Yes No No No No

SK6 Yes Not applicable No Yes No Yes Not applicable No Yes No

AB Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes7 Yes No No No No

BC Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No 

YT6 Yes Not applicable Yes Yes Yes Yes Not applicable Yes Yes No

NT Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

NU Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No Yes No

Note: From the federal government’s perspective, all types of licensed child care programs 
for children 0 - 5 years are eligible for CWELCC funding, including existing for-profit 
child care. However, high-level policy states that expansion should be primarily non-profit 
and public. Several provinces negotiated specific for-profit expansion numbers under 
CWELCC (see footnotes).

Note: CWELCC only funds licensed child care programs. Unlicensed child care programs, 
authorized recreational programs, and school boards–operated extended day or before- 
and after-school programs are not eligible for CWELCC funding.

1 Some PTs provide capital funding outside CWELCC.
2 The f irst Canada-New Brunswick agreement specif ied that a number of 

new/expanded for-profit spaces could be funded under CWELCC.
3 CWELCC is not applicable to Quebec, as under Quebec’s asymmetrical 

agreement, federal conditions do not pertain.
4 The f irst Canada-Ontario agreement specif ied that a number of new/

expanded for-profit spaces could be funded under CWELCC.
5 In Manitoba, before- and after-school child care is for 6 – 12 year olds.

6 Part-day preschools are not required to be licensed in Saskatchewan and 
the Yukon, so they are not eligible for CWELCC funding.

7 The f irst Canada-Alberta agreement specif ied that a number of new/
expanded for-profit spaces could be funded under CWELCC.
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TABLE 18 Number of centres and family child care homes funded by CWELCC (2024).

PT Number of centres funded by CWELCC Total number of centres Number of active family child care 
homes funded by CWELCC

Total number of active family child care 
homes

NL 213 218 1261 126

PE 76 151 17 17

NS 318 325 234 234

NB2 379 553 108 124

QC3 Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable

ON 5,281 5,836 Not available4 4,4265

MB 632 759 3256 4007

SK 399 400 482 4828

AB 2,500 2,500 Not available9 2,61510

BC 3,301 3,727 1,657 1,725

YT 59 59 18 18

NT 49 49 41 41

NU 45 47 7 7

Note: The numbers of centres in this table include all centres – full-day, part-day, and 
before- and after-school care.

Note: Centres in operation but not receiving CWELCC funding may not be eligible due to 
children’s age groups, auspice, or operator/provincial/territorial policy choice.

1 In Newfoundland and Labrador, a single province-wide family child care 
agency receives CWELCC funding that is then distributed to 126 agency-
based family child care homes.

2 In previous versions of ECEC in Canada, New Brunswick has reported 
individual licences in place of centres. For consistency with other 

jurisdictions, the 2024 centre data ref lect the number of centres so are not 
comparable to previous years. 

3 Quebec signed an asymmetrical agreement with the federal government 
recognizing that Quebec’s early learning and child care is under the 
exclusive jurisdiction of Quebec.

4 In Ontario, 139 family child care agencies receive CWELCC funding; the 
number of active family child care homes funded by CWELCC was not 
available.

5 In Ontario, there are 151 family child care agencies.
6 In Manitoba, the number of family child care homes receiving CWELCC 

funding includes 28 group family child care homes.
7 In Manitoba, the total number of active family child care homes includes 35 

group family child care homes.
8 In Saskatchewan, the total number of active family child care homes 

includes 355 group family child care homes.
9 In Alberta, there are 82 child care agencies and 15 group family child 

care homes receiving CWELCC funding. The number of CWELCC-funded 
agency-approved family child care homes was not available. 

10 In Alberta, the total number of active family child care homes includes 15 
group family child care homes.
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