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New Brunswick
OVERVIEW

In New Brunswick, the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is responsible for 
regulated child care centres, family child care, kindergarten, and school-age child care.

Licensed child care includes designated Early Learning and Childcare Centres, designated Early Learning 
and Childcare Homes, before- and after-school programs, and undesignated child care centres and family 
child care homes. In 2025, most eligible programs were “designated.”

Centre-based child care is delivered by non-profit and for-profit operators, with the bulk of full-day spaces 
delivered by for-profit operators. There is a very small amount of public child care.

Family child care homes (termed Early Learning and Childcare Homes) are individually licensed. Family 
child care spaces in New Brunswick are called licensed spaces.

New Brunswick is officially a bilingual province with parallel English and French public education sectors. 
Attendance in full school-day kindergarten is compulsory for five-year-olds. There is no kindergarten for 
four-year-olds.

In June 2022, New Brunswick implemented set fees for children 0 – 5 years enrolled in a designated child 
care facility. The fees vary by age of child and size of community. The Parent Subsidy Program is available 
for eligible families with children 0 – 5 years (not in school) enrolled in a designated centre or home. 
The Daycare Assistance Program is available for eligible families with children 0 – 5 years enrolled in a 
non-designated facility and school-age children enrolled in either a designated or non-designated facility.

New Brunswick introduced a provincial wage grid in November 2022, which sets out the required 
minimum wage operators must pay eligible educators and standardizes wages based on educators’ 
experience and qualifications. Wages were increased in 2023, 2024, and 2025.

New Brunswick signed the Canada-New Brunswick Canada-wide Early Learning and Child Care 
(CWELCC) Agreement in December 2021. It allocated $492 million over five years to the province.

In March 2025, New Brunswick accepted the federal offer to extend its bilateral agreement until 2031.
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Net growth in full-day centre spaces for children 0 – 5 years (2021 – 2025)

2021 2025 Increase (decrease) 
2021 – 2025

Non-profit and public 4,159 5,095 +936

For-profit 10,182 12,088 +1,906

Total full-day spaces 14,341 17,183 +2,842

Percentage of full-day spaces that were 
for-profit

71% 70% -0.7%

Percentage of growth of full-day spaces that 
was for-profit

- - 67%

PROVINCIAL CONTEXT

Some of the following figures are rounded; however, the totals are based on exact figures. Therefore, totals 
may not equal the sum of the rounded figures.

Number of children 0 – 12 years (2024 rounded estimate)

Age Number of children

0 5,700

1 5,900

2 6,800

3 6,900

4 8,200

5 8,500

6 8,200

7 7,500

8 7,600

9 9,200

10 8,500

11 9,500

12 9,000

Total 101,400
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Number of children 0 – 12 years (aggregated) (2024 rounded estimate)

Age Number of children

0 – 2 18,400

3 – 5 23,600

6 – 12 59,500

Total 101,400

Number of children 0 – 12 years with employed mothers (2024 rounded estimate)

Age Number of children

0 3,800

1 4,200

2 4,400

3 4,800

4 5,500

5 5,700

6 6,000

7 5,200

8 5,100

9 6,600

10 5,600

11 7,500

12 6,400

Total 70,800

Number of children 0 – 12 years with employed mothers (aggregated) (2024 rounded estimate)

Age Number of children

0 – 2 12,400

3 – 5 16,000

6 – 12 42,400

Total 70,800
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Number of children 0 – 14 years identifying with an Indigenous group (2021)

Age First Nations Métis Inuk (Inuit) Multiple Other

0 – 4 1,445 335 90 25 55

5 – 9 1,705 455 75 30 75

10 – 14 1,825 690 50 70 70

Total 4,975 1,480 215 125 200

Workforce participation of mothers by age of youngest child (2024 rounded estimate)

Age of youngest child Number of mothers Participation rate (%)

0 – 3 14,600 81.1

4 – 5 7,700 81.1

0 – 5 22,300 81.1

6 – 12 23,700 87.5

Living arrangements by age of child (2021)

Age Living with two 
parents

Living with one parent

Lone mother Lone father Total

0 – 4 25,465 5,280 990 6,265

5 – 9 28,165 7,375 1,970 9,345

10 – 14 28,480 8,800 2,420 11,215

Languages spoken most often at home (2021)

Age English French Non-official Multiple

0 – 4 23,005 7,180 1,100 950

5 – 9 27,050 8,690 1,240 1,190

10 – 14 28,440 9,670 1,260 1,175

Total 78,490 25,535 3,600 3,315

Median after-tax income among families with children 0 – 5 years (2020)

Two-parent families Male lone parent Female lone parent

$90,000 $44,400 $43,200
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Teacher qualifications and certification

Kindergarten teachers must hold a New 
Brunswick Teacher’s Certificate. A bachelor’s 
degree in a teachable subject and a bachelor’s 
degree in education are two of the requirements 
for certification. Eligible internationally trained 
teachers may be issued an Interim Teacher’s 
Certificate until they have worked for two years in 
the New Brunswick public school system.

Kindergarten teachers do not have specific early 
childhood qualification requirements.

CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK

K – 12 Anglophone Sector Kindergarten Curriculum 
(2023) and K – 12 Francophone Sector Kindergarten 
Curriculum are two distinct curriculum 
frameworks for kindergarten in all schools in 
New Brunswick. The most recent updates to 
the Francophone sector curriculum were for 
French (2022), mathematics (2016), and Cadre 
d’orientation pédagogique de la maternelle (2011). 
Kindergarten programs must use either the English 
or French framework.

ENROLMENT

Kindergarten enrolment (2024 – 2025 school year)

Enrolment in public schools

Anglophone kindergarten for 5-year-olds 4,958

Francophone kindergarten for 5-year-olds 2,152

Total kindergarten enrolment 7,110

KINDERGARTEN FOR FIVE-
YEAR-OLDS

Provincial responsibility

Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development
Educational Services (Anglophone)
Secteur des services éducatifs francophones
Phone: 506-453-3678
Email: Not available
Website [EN]: gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/
education/k12.html 
Website [FR]: gnb.ca/content/gnb/fr/ministeres/
education/m12.html

Legislation

New Brunswick. Legislative Assembly. Education 
Act. SNB1997. C-E-1.12. Amended 2000, C-52, s.1; 
2004, C-19, s.1.

Provision

Kindergarten provision

Definition Full school-day program for all f ive-year-
old children delivered in parallel English 
and French public schools.

Eligibility Five years old by December 31.

Compulsory 
schooling

Compulsory, but participation can be 
delayed by one year for children born 
between September 1 and December 31.

Entitlement All eligible children have access.

Instructional 
hours per day

5 – 5.5 hours (full school-day).

Class size Maximum 21 children or maximum 16 
children if combined with any other 
grade.

KINDERGARTEN POLICY, PROGRAMS, AND DATA

https://curriculum.nbed.ca/
http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/fr/ministeres/education/m12/content/secteur_francophone/services_pedagogiques.html
http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/fr/ministeres/education/m12/content/secteur_francophone/services_pedagogiques.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/K12/servped/CadreDorientationPedagogiqueDeLaMaternelle.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/K12/servped/CadreDorientationPedagogiqueDeLaMaternelle.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/k12.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/k12.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/fr/ministeres/education/m12.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/fr/ministeres/education/m12.html
http://laws.gnb.ca/en/showfulldoc/cs/E-1.12//20210813
http://laws.gnb.ca/en/showfulldoc/cs/E-1.12//20210813
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RECENT OR ANTICIPATED 
DEVELOPMENTS

Early Years Evaluation – Direct 
Assessment

All learners entering kindergarten are offered 
the Early Years Evaluation – Direct Assessment, 
which screens four domains: awareness of self 
and environment, cognitive skills, language and 
communication, and physical development.
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with a total of no more than five children of mixed 
ages where no more than one child is an infant 
and one must be a school-age child. An operator’s 
children are counted toward all maximums.

REGUL ATED CHILD CARE

Child care centre 
Licensed full-day child care centres (termed Full-
time Early Learning and Child Care Centres) 
provide care for more than four consecutive hours 
per day, three or more days per week, for more 
than three infants, more than five preschool-age 
children, or more than six total children consisting 
of infants, preschool-age children, and/or school-
age children. 

Part-day child care centres (termed Part-time Early 
Learning and Child Care Centres) provide services 
to more than five preschool-age children for up to 
four consecutive hours per day or for fewer than 
three days per week, or to more than nine school-
age children.

Family child care
A family child care home (termed Early Learning 
and Child Care Home) is a licensed facility at 
which services are provided to a group of children 
in a home setting for more than four consecutive 
hours per day, three or more days per week. An 
Early Learning and Child Care Home operator can 
provide services at any one time to three infants, 
five preschool-age children, nine school-age 
children, or six children of mixed ages that include 
not more than two infants and at least one school-
age child at any one time.

Designated Early Learning and Child Care 
Facilities 
To become designated, a licensed Early Learning 
and Child Care Facility (centre or home) must 

ADMINISTRATION

Provincial responsibility

Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development
Early Learning and Childcare Services Branch
Phone: 506-453-3714
Email: edcommunication@gnb.ca or elc.sge@gnb.ca 
Website: gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/
education/elcc.html 

Legislation

New Brunswick. Legislative Assembly. Early 
Childhood Services Act. SNB 2010, c.E-0.5. 
New Brunswick. Legislative Assembly. Licensing 
Regulation – Early Childhood Services Act. NB  
Reg. 2018-11.
New Brunswick. Legislative Assembly. Child Care 
Grants and Subsidies Regulation – Early Childhood 
Services Act. NB Reg. 2018-12.
New Brunswick. Legislative Assembly. Programs 
for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Regulation – Early Childhood Services Act. NB  
Reg. 2018-13. 
New Brunswick. Legislative Assembly. On-line 
Registry Regulation – Early Childhood Services Act. 
NB Reg. 2021-42.

Service descriptions

UNREGUL ATED CHILD CARE

There are no health, safety, or training requirements 
or provision for public oversight in unregulated 
child care. There may be attention by public officials 
on a complaint basis. 

Unregulated child care is limited to no more than 
two infants, no more than four preschool-age 
children, or no more than eight school-age children, 

CHILD CARE POLICY AND PROGRAMS

mailto:edcommunication@gnb.ca
mailto:elc.sge@gnb.ca
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/elcc.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/elcc.html
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cs/E-0.5?langCont=en
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cs/E-0.5?langCont=en
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-11
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-11
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-11
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-12
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-12
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-12
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-12
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-13
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-13
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-13
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-13
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cr/2021-42%20/
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cr/2021-42%20/
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/ShowPdf/cr/2021-42.pdf
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CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK

New Brunswick Curriculum Framework for Early 
Learning and Child Care (2008) and Curriculum 
éducatif Services de garde francophones du 
Nouveau-Brunswick (2008) are two distinct 
curriculum frameworks in New Brunswick. 
Designated Early Learning and Child Care 
facilities must use either the English or French 
framework, corresponding to the language in 
which services are provided. Both frameworks 
focus on children from 0 – 5 years.

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

Terminology and approach

New Brunswick uses the term “children with 
disabilities and additional needs” to encompass 
children with disabilities.

Since 2021, all licensed facilities must have an 
inclusion policy and implement inclusive practices.

The province provides inclusion funding to 
support the inclusion of an individual child or 
several children. Targeted and universal practices 
can support inclusion for all children.

Programs supporting inclusion in ELCC

The Inclusion Support Program, Preschool 
Autism Program, and the Access Project facilitate 
participation of children with additional support 
needs in licensed child care in New Brunswick.

The Inclusion Support Program provides funding 
to support the wages of an inclusion support 
worker in licensed early learning and child 
care (ELCC) facilities. It is intended to increase 
accessibility for children with additional support 
needs who require support to meaningfully and 
actively participate in the daily activities while in 
child care. Inclusion support workers are funded 

apply through the Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development. Non-profit and 
for-profit facilities are eligible for designation. 
Designated centres and family child care homes 
provide care for children 0 – 5 years who are not 
attending school. They receive operational funding 
to offset the costs of meeting the designation 
requirements.

Policy 901 – Space Allocation for Designated 
Early Learning and Child Care Facilities outlines 
the process to become a designated facility and 
establishes criteria for the allocation of designated 
spaces in the province.

To gain and maintain designation, operators must 
be in compliance with the Early Childhood Services 
Act, Licensing Regulation, Childcare Grants 
and Subsidies Regulation, and On-line Registry 
Regulation. Operators must:

•	 Provide early learning and child care services 
to children aged five years and under, prior to 
school entry;

•	 Implement one of the two provincial curriculum 
frameworks and deliver services in the same 
language;

•	 Establish annual quality improvement plans and 
participate in quality assessments;

•	 Participate in professional learning;

•	 Use and promote the Child Care Portals 
(provincial registry);

•	 Establish fees at or below the market fee 
threshold; and

•	 Not charge parents any mandatory daily fees 
beyond the standard parent fee grid.

Designation requirements are described in more 
detail in the Operator Handbook – Designated 
Early Learning and Childcare Facilities.

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/elcc/content/curriculum/curriculum_framework.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/elcc/content/curriculum/curriculum_framework.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/fr/ministeres/education/elcc/content/curriculum/curriculum_educatif.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/fr/ministeres/education/elcc/content/curriculum/curriculum_educatif.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/fr/ministeres/education/elcc/content/curriculum/curriculum_educatif.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.201351.Inclusion_Support_Program.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/K12/policies-politiques/e/901A.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/K12/policies-politiques/e/901A.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ELCC/operator-handbook.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ELCC/operator-handbook.pdf
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the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development. The agency provides services based 
on the principles of applied behaviour analysis, 
which aim to teach basic and complex skills in 
communication, social relationships, play, and 
self-care.

The Access Project is a fund for vulnerable children 
to access quality early learning. This funding is 
provided to centre operators to provide full-time 
licensed child care services for vulnerable four-
year-olds who would otherwise be unable to attend. 
It covers 100 children from 2023 to 2026.

In New Brunswick, there is no child care service 
solely or primarily for children with disabilities.

Access to inclusive ELCC

Child care programs are not required to accept 
children with disabilities.

Funding is available to cover all eligible children. 
A diagnosis is not required to access Inclusion 
Support Program funding.

Newly constructed child care facilities are required 
to meet the accessibility standards in the provincial 
and municipal building codes.

In New Brunswick, there is no wait for receiving 
inclusion funding.

See the Inclusion Support Program Guidelines 
for more information about New Brunswick’s 
inclusion policies.

FIRST NATIONS, MÉTIS, AND 
INUIT CHILD CARE

In New Brunswick, 4.4% of the total population 
identified as First Nations, Métis, or Inuit in 
the most recent census (2021). There are 31 
reserves in the province, held by 15 First Nations. 
Approximately 56% of First Nations people live  
on reserve.

$25.91 per hour (Level 1) and $18.95 per hour 
(entry level) plus 14% for administrative costs 
(Employment Insurance, Canada Pension Plan, 
vacation pay), effective April 1, 2025. Eligibility 
for the program is determined through an annual 
application process. To be eligible, parents of 
the child with additional support needs must be 
working or attending school or training. 

The Inclusion Support Program has two options: 
individualized support and the shared support 
model. Individualized support (one-on-one) is 
intended to support those children with the most 
intensive needs (long-term complex medical 
conditions). The shared support model allows 
for an inclusion support worker to support two 
to four children based on their individual and 
collective needs. The shared support model 
provides a balanced level of support for children to 
meaningfully participate and is tailored to provide 
individual support during targeted times, such as 
during activities, transitions, and routines. Early 
Learning Consultants in each of seven school 
district teams provide targeted inclusion support 
and universal inclusion support training. Child-
specific support is provided through observation, 
documentation and planning, coaching on family 
engagement strategies, and accessing professional 
learning to build capacity for implementing 
inclusion practices. Universal inclusion support 
provides child care staff with access to professional 
learning to build capacity for developing and 
implementing inclusion policies and practices.

Children who have a diagnosis of autism spectrum 
disorder may participate in the Preschool Autism 
Program. Through this program, children can 
obtain individualized intervention sessions within 
a child care facility for a portion of the day and 
may participate in daily activities at the facility 
with or without an inclusion support worker. The 
program provides evidence-based intervention 
services through a contracted agency on behalf of 

https://www.nbed.nb.ca/operatorportal/Content/Resourses/ISP%20Guidelines.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.13836.Preschool_Autism_Program.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.13836.Preschool_Autism_Program.html
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Indigenous child care other than on 
reserve

Aboriginal Head Start in Urban and Northern 
Communities (AHSUNC) may be licensed by 
the province on request. In 2025, there was one 
licensed AHSUNC program.

Indigenous-specific resources/initiatives

The New Brunswick Indigenous Career College 
provides training to Indigenous early childhood 
educator (ECE) students.

PARENT FEES

In June 2022, New Brunswick implemented set fees 
for children 0 – 5 years enrolled in a designated 
child care facility, representing an average fee 
reduction of 50%. The fees vary by age of child and 
size of community, and are outlined in a standard 
parent fee grid.

As of April 2025, 96% of spaces for children 0 – 5 
years were in designated facilities.

First Nations child care on reserves

New Brunswick licenses on-reserve child care 
for First Nations communities upon request of 
the community. In 2022, eligibility for provincial 
funding and designation status was expanded to 
include licensed First Nations child care facilities 
on reserve.

In March 2025, there were six licensed full-day 
centres on First Nations reserves. Three of these 
licensed facilities are designated. 

New Brunswick reports that Indigenous 
governing bodies operated five of these six centres. 
Welamukotuk First Nation, Madawaska Maliseet 
First Nation, and Tobique First Nation Child and 
Family Services each operate one centre, and 
Elsipogtog First Nation operates two centres. 
One additional centre located in a First Nations 
community is contracted out to a for-profit 
operator.

Licensed spaces on reserve (2025)

Program type Number of 
spaces

Full-day 188

Before- and after-school 54

Total licensed spaces 242

The number of unlicensed child care facilities on 
reserve is not available.

There are no regulated Early Learning and Child 
Care Homes on reserve.

Aboriginal Head Start on Reserve (AHSOR) is 
licensed on request. In 2025, 15 AHSOR programs 
operated in New Brunswick.

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/investing-in-early-learning-and-child-care/information-for-families.html#6
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Set parent fees in designated ELCC Centres and Homes (Effective June 1, 2022)

Large urban community Infant Preschool-age

Full-day $21 $18

Part-day $12 $7

Small urban and rural community Infant Preschool-age

Full-day $19 $16

Part-day $12 $7

Note: School-age spaces are not designated and are included in the non-designated fees.

Average daily parent fees in non-designated ELCC Centres (2022, 2025)

Age group April 27, 2022 March 2025

Full-time infant (0 – <2 years) $38.27 $48.25

Full-time toddler (2 years) $30.95 $34.45

Full-time preschool-age (3 – 5 years) $32.38 $35.64

Part-time school-age $17.97 $19.50

Average daily parent fees in non-designated ELCC Homes (2022, 2025)

Age group April 27, 2022 March 2025

Full-time infant (0 – <2 years) $35.47 $33.33

Full-time toddler (2 years) $34.50 $32.67

Full-time preschool-age (3 – 5 years) $34.19 $32.00

Part-time school-age $18.41 $17.47

Additional fees

Operators are permitted to charge waitlist fees and 
additional fees for food, transportation, extended 
hours, and field trips. However, the services and 
their accompanying fees cannot be mandatory.

Parent fee subsidies

New Brunswick has two child care fee subsidy 
programs: the Parent Subsidy Program and the 
Daycare Assistance Program.

The Parent Subsidy Program is for families with 
children 0 – 5 years (not in school) enrolled in a 
designated centre or home.

The Daycare Assistance Program is for families with 
children 0 – 5 years enrolled in a non-designated 
facility and school-age children enrolled in either 
a designated or non-designated facility. The 
Daycare Assistance Program is administered by 
the Department of Social Development on behalf of 
the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development, which has budget responsibility.
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of a fully subsidized parent to cover all or part of 
the parent fee.

Parent Subsidy Program
The maximum subsidy rate under the Parent 
Subsidy Program is the set parent fee in the 
standardized parent fee grid. Families who are 
not eligible for free child care are responsible for 
paying any difference between the set fee and their 
approved daily subsidy amount.

Daycare Assistance Program
A family eligible for a fee subsidy is responsible 
for paying any difference between the fee charged 
by the centre or home and the approved subsidy 
amount. The provincial government pays fee 
subsidies to the child care service provider on 
behalf of the family.

Daycare Assistance Program maximum daily 
subsidy rates for children 0 – 5 years enrolled 
in licensed, non-designated ELCC facilities and 
for school-age children in either a designated or 
non-designated facility (2025)

Age group Full-day Part-day

Infant (0 – <2 years) $28.50 $14.40

Children 2 – 13 years $24.25 $12.75

Additional programs that subsidize 
individual families

In addition to the fee subsidy programs parents use 
in regulated child care, the Alternative Child Care 
Program provides funding for eligible families to 
use in unlicensed child care if they are working 
or in training and do not have access to regulated 
child care due to where they live or their hours 
of work. It is administered by the Department of 
Social Development on behalf of the Department 
of Education and Early Childhood Development, 
which has the budget responsibility. Families must 

In both subsidy programs, payment is made 
directly to child care service providers on behalf of 
subsidized parents. All eligible families are entitled 
to a fee subsidy. There is no waitlist.

All regulated child care services are eligible to 
enrol children receiving subsidies. Eligible services 
may be full- or part-time, centre- or home-based, 
non-profit or for-profit.

ELIGIBILIT Y CRITERIA

To be eligible for either the Parent Subsidy Program 
or the Daycare Assistance Program, parents must be:

•	 Employed;

•	 Attending a training program; or

•	 Have special circumstances to qualify.

FINANCIAL ELIGIBILIT Y

Parent Subsidy Program
Families with a total annual gross income of 
$37,500 or less are eligible for free child care for 
children under five years (not yet in school) at a 
designated centre or home. Partial subsidies are 
available on a sliding scale to families with a gross 
annual income between $37,501 and $80,000. 
Subsidy amounts take into account child care fees, 
the number of children under the age of five not 
attending school, and total annual gross household 
income. Families with multiple preschool-age 
children under the age of five do not pay more 
than 20% of their gross household annual income 
for child care for children 0 – 5 years enrolled in a 
designated facility, regardless of income level.

Daycare Assistance Program
A family qualifies for a full subsidy up to $22,000 
net annual income. Families are subsidized on a 
sliding scale up to $55,000 net annual income.

SUBSIDY RATES

The subsidy rate is the maximum amount paid by 
the provincial government to the service on behalf 
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On April 1, 2022, wages were increased for trained 
ECEs working in school-age child care. Educators 
approved for Level 1 in the WSP-ECE saw their 
hourly wages rise from $19.00 to $21.47; the wage 
top-up increased from $7.25/hour to $9.72/hour. 
New Brunswick introduced a minimum wage 
offset of $2.00 per hour paid to operators.

Also on April 1, 2022, wages for trained ECEs 
working in designated preschool-age facilities (0 – 
5 years) were increased as follows: 

•	 Level 1 in the WSP-ECE had an hourly wage 
increase from $19.00 to $23.47. This increased 
the wage top-up for Level 1 from $7.25/hour to 
$11.72/hour (including the province’s recent $2/
hour minimum wage increase).

•	 Entry level in the WSP-ECE had an hourly wage 
increase from $14.90 to $16.90. This increased 
the wage top-up for entry level from $3.15/hour 
to $5.15/hour (including the province’s recent $2/
hour minimum wage increase).

PROVINCIAL WAGE GRID

On November 1, 2022, New Brunswick launched 
the Early Childhood Educator Wage Grid, which 
sets out the required minimum wage operators 
must pay eligible educators. The ECE Wage Grid 
standardizes wages based on educators’ experience 
and qualifications.

Wage increases took effect annually on April 1 from 
2023 to 2025. The ECE Wage Grid increased by $1/
hour in April 2023, by 3.6% in April 2024, and by 
2.2% across all levels and steps in April 2025.

demonstrate that they do not have reasonable 
access to a regulated ELCC facility within a five-
kilometre radius of their home, workplace, or 
training institution.

The maximum daily subsidy for the Alternative 
Child Care Program is $18.50 for infants, $16.50 
for children 2 – 5 years, and $9.25 for school-age 
care. Maximum daily subsidy rates for part-day 
attendance are $9.75 for infants and $9.25 for 
children two years and older.

WORKFORCE

Child care staff wages

PROVINCIAL WAGE DATA

Current average wage data are not available.

WAGE ENHANCEMENT

In May 2021, New Brunswick implemented the 
Wage Support Program for Early Childhood 
Educators (WSP-ECE) through the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development to 
support the recruitment and retention of trained 
early childhood educators (ECEs). Staff working in 
child care centres or family child care homes may 
be eligible for the WSP-ECE.

Wage top-up under the WSP-ECE is based on the 
following levels of training: 

•	 Level 1: Certificate or diploma in early childhood 
education or university degree issued by a 
recognized Canadian post-secondary institution 
or equivalent; or 

•	 Entry level: Completion of the “Introduction 
to Early Childhood Education” 90-hour online 
course, or untrained school-age educators or 
relief staff.

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/eco-bce/Promo/early_childhood/ece-wage-grid-guidelines.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.201536.Wage_Support_Program_for_Early_Childhood_Educators_(WSP-ECE).html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.201536.Wage_Support_Program_for_Early_Childhood_Educators_(WSP-ECE).html
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ECE Wage Grid funding amounts (2025)

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Designated,  
0 – 5 years

School-age Designated,  
0 – 5 years

School-age Designated,  
0 – 5 years

School-age

Level 1 $10.19 $7.64 $11.47 $8.92 $12.81 $10.26 Wage support 
funding (includes 
$2.55 minimum 
wage offset)

$13.10 $15.65 $13.10  $15.65 $13.10 $15.65 Operator minimum 
contribution

$23.29 $23.29 $24.57 $24.57 $25.91 $25.91 Minimum hourly 
wage rate

Entry 
level

$3.73 $1.18 $4.76 $2.21 $5.85 $3.30 Wage support 
funding (includes 
$2.55 minimum 
wage offset)

$13.10 $15.65 $13.10 $15.65 $13.10 $15.65 Operator minimum 
contribution

$16.83 $16.83 $17.86 $17.86 $18.95 $18.95 Minimum hourly 
wage rate

On April 1, 2024, the Department of Education 
and Early Childhood Development introduced a 
$2.55/hour minimum wage offset as part of the 
WSP-ECE funding for educators working with 
children 0 – 5 years in a designated facility. The 
wage top-up for designated facilities includes the 
province’s $2.55/hour to offset the minimum wage 
increases.

The operator’s minimum contribution to the wage 
of an educator working in a designated facility is 
$13.10/hour. Operators of non-designated (0 – 5 

years old) and school-age facilities are responsible 
for providing the provincial minimum wage 
($15.65/hour) to their educators.

Educators working exclusively in non-designated 
facilities with children 0 – 5 years continue to 
receive a wage top-up of $7.25/hour for Level 1 and 
$3.15/hour for entry level.

The following chart reflects a salary based on a 
standard 36-hour work week in 2025 and a tiered 
progression system.

Minimum hourly wage (effective April 1, 2025)

Level Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Level 1 $23.29 $24.57 $25.91

Entry level $16.83 $17.86 $18.95
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STANDARDS AND 
REGULATIONS

Child care centres and family child care homes 
must adhere to standards and regulations 
regarding staffing requirements, grouping of 
children, and licensing. Some additional key 
elements of child care standards and regulations, 
such as physical environments and food provision, 
are covered in the comparative tables in this 
publication, while others may be found in the Early 
Childhood Services Act and Licensing Regulation – 
Early Childhood Services Act.

Regulated child care centres

Child care centres are licensed under the Early 
Childhood Services Act and the Licensing 
Regulation. The Act was most recently amended in 
2023 (with substantial amendments in 2022), and 
the regulations were last amended in 2024.

STAFF:CHILD RATIO AND GROUP SIZE

The maximum centre size in New Brunswick is  
60 spaces.

Typical ECE annual salary (2025)

Level Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Level 1 $43,599 $45,995 $48,504

Entry level $31,506 $33,434 $35,474

These figures do not include an additional 14% 
administration fee or mandatory employment- 
related costs, such as Employment Insurance (EI), 
Canada Pension Plan (CPP), vacation pay (4% or 
6%), and WorkSafeNB contributions, which are all 
included in all WSP-ECE funding.  

For further information on the ECE Wage Grid 
and program eligibility see the WSP-ECE program 
handbook.

Staff benefits

New Brunswick does not provide or fund province-
wide staff benefits to child care programs.

Early childhood certification

New Brunswick currently does not have a provincial 
early childhood certification process. In 2021, the 
province completed an exploration of certification 
models across Canada to develop recommendations 
for an ECE certification program. No process had 
been established as of 2025.

https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cs/E-0.5?langCont=en
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cs/E-0.5?langCont=en
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-11
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-11
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cs/E-0.5?langCont=en
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cs/E-0.5?langCont=en
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-11
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-11
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ELCC/wsp-ece-handbook.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ELCC/wsp-ece-handbook.pdf
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Staff working solely with school-age children 
in before- and-after school programs do not 
have regulated early childhood qualification 
requirements.

Requirements for on-site centre directors/
supervisors
An operator must appoint an individual as 
administrator to provide on-site supervision of 
the day-to-day activities of a facility. An operator/
owner may be considered an administrator if 
carrying out these duties.

Administrators must hold a one-year Early 
Childhood Education Certificate or equivalent 
training. 

Other requirements
All administrators, educators, and staff must be at 
least 16 years old. Educators who are under 19 years 
of age are required to be supervised by an educator 
who is at least 19 years of age. 

STAFFING REQUIREMENTS FOR CENTRES

Qualification requirements for staffing a 
centre
In New Brunswick, staff qualification requirements 
are specified at the centre level. 

At least 50% of educators in full- or part-day 
centres for children younger than school-age 
must hold a one-year Early Childhood Education 
Certificate or equivalent training. Any educator 
who does not meet this criterion must have 
successfully completed the “Introduction to Early 
Childhood Education” course. 

Educators working in designated early learning 
and child care (ELCC) facilities are required to 
participate in 10 hours of professional learning 
each year. Educators in non-designated child care 
centres do not have regulated requirements for 
ongoing professional learning.

Staff:child ratio and maximum group size

Single age group Staff:child ratio Maximum group size

Infant 1:3 6

2 years 1:5 10

3 years 1:8 16

4 years and older, not yet in school 1:10 20

School-age 1:15 30

Mixed-age group Factors Maximum group size

<2 years 0.333 The number of children grouped at 
a full-day or part-day centre must 
not be more than the number that 
requires two educators.

2 years 0.200

3 years 0.125

4 years 0.100

School-age 0.067

Note: If an infant is grouped at a full-day centre with children of a mixed-age group, the number of children grouped must not be more than the number that requires one 
educator. An infant may only be grouped with children of a mixed-age group outside the hours of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm and on the condition that the infant is grouped with 
preschool children and other infants.

Note: The number of educators required for a mixed-age group is calculated by multiplying the number of children of the same age by the corresponding factor  and adding the results.
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FAMILY CHILD CARE PROVIDER 
REQUIREMENTS

Family child care providers must have successfully 
completed the 90-hour “Introduction to Early 
Childhood Education” course. In addition, 
providers must have a criminal record check,  
vulnerable sector check, and check with the 
Department of Social Development conducted at 
least every five years.

Operators of designated New Brunswick ELCC 
Homes are required to participate in 10 hours of 
professional learning each licensing year. There are 
no requirements for ongoing professional learning 
for non-designated ELCC Home providers.

An alternate care provider may provide care in a 
child care home in the absence of the provider. This 
person may also be referred to as a staff member and 
must meet all staff requirements, including current 
first aid and CPR training and the required checks.

Any adult 18 years and over living in the home 
where the centre operates must complete a criminal 
record check and a check with the Department of 
Social Development.

LICENSING AND MONITORING OF 
REGUL ATED FAMILY CHILD CARE HOMES

A licence may be issued for up to one year. Homes 
are inspected annually for licence renewal, and one 
to three additional times per year for monitoring. 
See the Operator Manual: Early Learning and 
Childcare Homes for more information.

OF INTEREST

Municipal role

While there is no mandated or formal role for 
municipalities in the delivery of early learning and 
child care, two towns operate child care centres. 
The Town of Woodstock one full-day program 

All administrators and staff counted in the 
staff:child ratio must have first aid training, a 
CPR certificate, a criminal record check and/or 
vulnerable sector check depending on their role 
in the facility, and a check with the Department of 
Social Development at least every five years.

LICENSING AND MONITORING OF 
REGUL ATED CHILD CARE CENTRES

A licence may be issued for up to one year. Centres 
are inspected annually for licence renewal, and one 
to three additional times per year for monitoring. 
See the Operator Manual: Full-time and Part-time 
Early Learning and Childcare Centres for more 
information.

Regulated family child care

In New Brunswick, regulated family child care 
homes are called Early Learning and Child Care 
(ELCC) Homes. ELCC Homes are licensed under 
the Early Childhood Services Act and Licensing 
Regulation – Early Childhood Services Act. 

MODEL OF ORGANIZATION

ELCC Homes are individually licensed. Care is to 
be provided in the provider’s personal residence.

MA XIMUM CAPACIT Y

Only one of the following groups of children may 
be cared for in a home at any one time:

•	 three infants;

•	 five preschool-age children;

•	 nine school-age children; or

•	 six mixed-age children with at least one school-
age child and no more than two infants.

In all these variations, the provider’s own children 
count toward the maximum number of children.

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ELCC/OperatorManualEarlyLearningChildcareHomes.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ELCC/OperatorManualEarlyLearningChildcareHomes.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ELCC/OperatorManualFullTimePartTimeEarlyLearningChildcareCentres.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ELCC/OperatorManualFullTimePartTimeEarlyLearningChildcareCentres.pdf
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/document/cs/E-0.5?langCont=en
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-11
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-11
https://laws.gnb.ca/en/showdoc/cr/2018-11
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(licensed in 2005) and one school-aged program 
(licensed in 2015). The Town of Bathurst operates a 
full-time child care centre, licensed in 1999.

Family Resource Centres

Family Resource Centres are operated by 
non-profit organizations and funded through the 
federal Community Action Program for Children 
and the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development. The New Brunswick 
Association of Family Resource Centres supports 
the 13 Family Resource Centres operating in 
New Brunswick, which have a network of over 
90 outreach sites across the province, including 
remote rural areas.

https://www.frc-crf.com/
https://www.frc-crf.com/about
https://www.frc-crf.com/about
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CHILD CARE DATA

REGULATED CHILD CARE SPACE STATISTICS

Number of spaces (2024, 2025)

Full-day centre spaces 2024 2025

Anglophone Francophone Anglophone Francophone

Infant (0 – <2 years) 1,484 845 1,644 873

Preschool-age (2 – <5 years, not yet in  
kindergarten or school)

8,981 4,803 9,681 4,985

Total full-day centre spaces (children 0 – 5 years) 16,113 17,183

Part-day centre spaces Anglophone Francophone Anglophone Francophone

Infant (0 – <2 years) 6 0 6 0

Preschool-age (2 – <5 years, not yet in 
 kindergarten or school)

537 104 448 120

Total part-day centre spaces (children 0 – 5 years) 647 574

Total centre spaces (children 0 – 5 years)   16,760 17,757

Before- and after-school care centre spaces 
(licensed or regulated)

Anglophone Francophone Anglophone Francophone

Kindergarten and Grades 1 – 6   10,375 6,718 10,441 6,587

Total before- and after-school care centre spaces 17,093 17,028

Total centre spaces (children 0 – 12 years)   33,853 34,785

Family child care licensed capacity Anglophone Francophone Anglophone Francophone

Full-day (children not yet in kindergarten or school) 327 226 371 230

Part-day (children attending kindergarten or school) 176 98 171 97

Total family child care spaces 827 869

TOTAL REGULATED SPACES (centre spaces and family 
child care licensed capacity)

  34,680 35,654
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Number of child care centres and family child care homes (2024)

Centre-based child care Anglophone Francophone

Total number of centres 364 189

Total number of Anglophone and Francophone centres 553

Note: In previous versions of ECEC in Canada, New Brunswick has reported individual licences in place of centres. For consistency with other jurisdictions, the 2024 centre 
data reflect the number of centres. In 2023, there were 358 Anglophone and 181 Francophone centres in New Brunswick (539 total). 

Total number of licences 479 269

Centre-based programs Anglophone Francophone

Centres providing a full-day program 251 130

Centres providing a part-day (nursery or preschool) program 28 7

Centres providing a before- and after-school program for children attending 
kindergarten or school (approximately 5 – 12 years)

295 166

Centres that are designated Early Learning and Child Care Centres 251 128

Centres that are not designated Early Learning and Child Care Centres 157 93

Note: In this report, in instances where a designated centre and a non-designated centre are located in the same building, they are counted as two separate centres.

Centres providing infant care (<2 years) 148 86

Centres providing preschool-age care (2 – <5 years) 270 133

Centres providing a Francophone child care program 0 189

Centres providing non-standard hours care (as defined by the province) 11 1

Centres in publicly delivered and funded schools (K – Grade 12) 63 59

Note: In previous versions of ECEC in Canada, New Brunswick has reported individual licences in place of centres. The 2024 data reflect the number of centres, so are not 
directly comparable with previous versions of ECEC in Canada.

Regulated family child care Anglophone Francophone

Early Learning and Child Care Homes 73 51

Total number of family child care homes 124

Participation in CWELCC Anglophone Francophone

Centres providing a full-day program 237 124

Centres providing a part-day (nursery or preschool) program 22 5

Total number of child care centres receiving CWELCC funding 251 128

Total number of licensed family child care homes receiving CWELCC funding 63 45
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Auspice (2024)

Centres by auspice

Auspice Number of centres

For-profit 389

Non-profit 158

Public 6

Note: In previous versions of ECEC in Canada, New Brunswick has reported individual licences in place of centres. The 2024 data reflect the number of centres. In 2023, there 
were 383 for-profit, 150 non-profit, and 6 public centres.

Centre spaces by auspice

Auspice Full-day Part-day1 BASC2 Total

For-profit 11,414 255 10,761 22,430

Non-profit 4,469 392 6,228 11,089

Public 230 0 104 334

1 Nursery/preschool.
2 Before- and after-school care (children 5 – 12 years).

Auspice (2025)

Centre spaces by auspice

Auspice Full-day Part-day1 BASC2 Total 

For-profit 12,088 201 10,903 23,192

Non-profit 4,907 373 6,045 11,325

Public 188 0 80 268

1 Nursery/preschool.
2 Before- and after-school care (children 5 – 12 years).
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Publicly operated child care (2024)

Publicly operated child care

Entity type Licence holders Centres Full-day spaces BASC spaces1 Total spaces

Municipality 2 2 36 50 86

Indigenous governing body 4 4 194 54 248

Total 6 6 230 104 334

Note: The City of Bathurst and the Town of Woodstock operate child care centres.
1 Before- and after-school care (children 5 – 12 years).

Fee subsidies (2024)

Number of children receiving fee subsidies

Daycare Assistance Program – total 1,955

Parent Subsidy Program – full subsidy 2,242

Parent Subsidy Program – partial subsidy 2,112

Total children receiving fee subsidies 6,309

Disability support (2024)

Number of children receiving disability support

Children in licensed child care receiving disability support funding 794

REGULATED CHILD CARE ENROLMENT STATISTICS

In previous versions of ECEC in Canada, New Brunswick has reported enrolment as full-time equivalents 
(FTE). The 2024 data reflect the actual number of children enrolled (headcounts) so are not directly 
comparable with previous versions of ECEC in Canada.
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Number of children enrolled (2024)

Full-day centre enrolment Anglophone Francophone

Infant (0 – <2 years) 1,361 707

Preschool-age (2 – <5 years, not yet in kindergarten or school) 8,073 3,898

Total full-day centre enrolment (children 0 – 5 years) 14,039

Part-day centre enrolment Anglophone Francophone

Preschool-age (2 – <5 years, not yet in kindergarten or school) 377 21

Total centre enrolment (children 0 – 5 years) 14,437

Note: When calculated as headcounts instead of FTE, 2023 total centre enrolment (children 0 – 5 years) was 13,880.

Before- and after-school care enrolment (licensed or regulated) Anglophone Francophone

Kindergarten and Grades 1 – 6 7,461 4,390

Total before- and after-school care enrolment 11,851

Note: Enrolment data for before- and after-school care centres is incomplete, as operators are not required to report on school-age enrolment.

Note: When calculated as headcounts instead of FTE, 2023 before- and after-school care enrolment was 11,113.

Total centre enrolment (children 0 – 12 years) 26,288

Note: When calculated as headcounts instead of FTE, 2023 total centre enrolment (children 0 – 12 years) was 24,993.

Full-day family child care enrolment Anglophone Francophone

Not attending kindergarten or school 332 200

Part-day family child care enrolment Anglophone Francophone

Attending kindergarten or school 155 88

Note: Part-day family child care enrolment data for children attending kindergarten or school is incomplete, as providers are not required to report on school-age enrolment.

Total family child care enrolment (children 0 – 12 years) 775

Note: When calculated as headcounts instead of FTE, 2023 total family child care enrolment was 803.

TOTAL REGULATED ENROLMENT (centre and family child care enrolment)

Note: When calculated as headcounts instead of FTE, 2023 total regulated enrolment (centre and family child care enrolment) 
 was 25,796.

27,063
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CHILD CARE SERVICES’ 
ELIGIBILIT Y FOR FUNDING

Non-profit and for-profit facilities are eligible for 
specific funding according to program guidelines. 

Funding specific to designated Early Learning 
and Child Care (ELCC) Centres and Homes is not 
available to non-designated centres or homes. Both 
non-profit and for-profit programs are eligible for 
designation. 

Funding specific to designated facilities includes 
operational grants, wage enhancement for ECEs, 
and the Parent Subsidy Program. Designated 
facilities are also eligible to apply for one-time 
capital funding and Quality Improvement Grants. 

Non-designated facilities are eligible to receive 
a lower wage top-up for educators, and eligible 
parents can access the Daycare Assistance Program 
to offset parent fees at non-designated facilities.

T YPES OF FUNDING

Operational funding

OPERATING GRANT 

Operational funding is available to designated 
ELCC Centres and ELCC Homes. Operational 
grants are paid monthly to designated facilities 
to offset the costs of administering the program 
and maintaining the low fee policy. Operational 
funding is based on enrolment and is reported 
through the Operator Portal.

Funding includes the following components:

•	 Infant Operating Grant – ELCC Centres receive 
$15.00/enrolled infant space/day. 

•	 Quality Grant – All designated centres and 
homes are eligible to receive an operational grant 
of $3.00/enrolled preschool-age space/day. 

The types of funding available for child care 
services in New Brunswick include operational 
funding, one-time funding, fee subsidies, and other 
ELCC funding programs.

ELIGIBILIT Y FOR CWELCC 
FUNDING

The CWELCC plan provides federal funds to 
provinces and territories for early learning and 
child care operational and one-time funding and 
fee subsidies for licensed child care for children 
aged 0 – 5. Funded new child care expansion is to 
be public and non-profit unless otherwise specified 
in the jurisdiction’s agreement. Provinces and 
territories contribute their own funds and design 
their own policies and provision within this 
framework.

 In New Brunswick, the following are eligible for 
operational funding under CWELCC:

•	 Licensed full-day centres;

•	 Licensed part-day centres (preschools/nursery 
schools); and

•	 Licensed/approved family child care.

New or expanded for-profit centres are eligible for 
operational funding. 

In New Brunswick, the following are eligible for 
capital funding under CWELCC:

•	 Licensed and designated full-day centres;

•	 Licensed and designated part-day centres 
(preschools/nursery schools); and

•	 Licensed/approved and designated family  
child care.

New or expanded designated for-profit centres are 
eligible for capital funding. 

CHILD CARE FUNDING
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ACCESS PROJECT

The Access Project is a fund for vulnerable children 
to access quality early learning. This funding is 
provided to centre operators to provide full-time 
licensed child care services for vulnerable four-
year-olds who would otherwise be unable to attend. 
It covers 100 children from 2023 to 2026.

PRESCHOOL AUTISM PROGRAM

Children who have a diagnosis of autism spectrum 
disorder may participate in the Preschool Autism 
Program. See New Brunswick’s “Children with 
disabilities” section for more information.

One-time funding

NEW BRUNSWICK EARLY LEARNING AND 
CHILD CARE PRESCHOOL DESIGNATED 
SPACE CREATION

Capital funding is available to eligible applicants 
through a call for proposals to establish new 
designated preschool spaces in New Brunswick. 
Funding is also available to support existing 
operators of designated not-for-profit ELCC 
services and designated ELCC homes to expand 
infant spaces. There are three capital funding 
categories: Designation Start-Up Funding – New 
Licence ELCC Coordination Grant, New Space 
Creation Implementation Grant, and Expansion for 
Infants Spaces Grant – Renovations.

The Designation Start-up Funding – New Licence 
ELCC Coordination Grant covers essential start-up 
costs, including:

•	 Project coordination;

•	 Architectural and engineering fees;

•	 Financial analysis for long-term viability; and

•	 Development of exterior playground and  
parking plans.

Up to $270,000 is available for for-profit and 
not-for-profit ELCC centres, and up to $6,000  

WAGE SUPPORT PROGRAM

The Wage Support Program for Early Childhood 
Educators (WSP-ECE) provides funding to eligible 
child care operators to support wages for the child 
care workforce. Licensed child care operators who 
register for the program and agree to its terms and 
conditions may receive funding for qualifying 
educators. Registration must be renewed annually.

Before May 2021, the WSP-ECE was known as  
the Quality Improvement Funding Support 
Program (QIFS).

Before the ECE Wage Grid was introduced in 
November 2022, WSP-ECE was administered 
as wage top-up based on educator qualifications 
and facility designation. For information on 
the previous top-up amounts and current wage 
rates paid to educators, see the New Brunswick 
“Workforce” section.

Operators of non-designated facilities and school-
age services are responsible for meeting the 
minimum wage requirements in order to qualify 
for the hourly wage top-up.

For more information, see WSP-ECE program 
handbook.

INCLUSION SUPPORT PROGRAM 

The Inclusion Support Program provides funding 
to support the wages of an inclusion support 
worker in licensed ELCC facilities. See New 
Brunswick’s “Children with disabilities” section  
for more information.

PARENT FEE REDUCTION SUBSIDY  

On June 1, 2022, the Fee Reduction Subsidy for 
operators of designated centres was introduced. 
This subsidy covers the difference between the new 
set fees in the parent fee grid and the fees on record 
for the designated facility. 

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/services/services_renderer.201536.Wage_Support_Program_for_Early_Childhood_Educators_(WSP-ECE).html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education/services/services_renderer.201536.Wage_Support_Program_for_Early_Childhood_Educators_(WSP-ECE).html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ELCC/wsp-ece-handbook.pdf
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worked for a minimum of three years in a licensed 
ELCC facility with children under five years and 
who have completed the “Introduction to Early 
Childhood Education” course.

Collège Communautaire du Nouveau-Brunswick 
(CCNB) offers online part-time ECE training for 
the Francophone sector. It is offered free of charge 
(tuition and books) to obtain a one-year college 
certificate. It is offered to educators currently 
working in a designated ELCC facility with 
children under the age of five. The operator also 
receives staff replacement and technology funding 
to support the ELCC educators in their learning.

Work Study ECE training is offered by CCNB for 
the Francophone sector free of charge (tuition and 
books). To achieve the one-year college certificate, 
the currently employed educators must work in a 
designated ELCC facility with children under the 
age of five; the educator studies in the morning and 
works in the afternoon. The operator receives staff 
replacement and technology funding to support the 
ELCC educators in their learning without losing 
their wages.

EARLY LEARNING AND CHILD CARE 
TUITION REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM

Funding up to $3,000 is available to ECE graduates 
who completed their certificate or diploma after 
January 1, 2007, and are currently working in 
a licensed ELCC facility in New Brunswick. 
Individuals are not eligible for this fund if 
they receive 100% funding from Employment 
Insurance, the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development (EECD), Post-Secondary 
Student Support Program (PSSSP), or their 
employer for the ECE program.

is available for ELCC homes. Applicants who have 
successfully obtained a new license for an ELCC 
centre or home are eligible.

The New Space Creation Implementation Grant is 
available for pedagogical materials and equipment. 
Applicants opening a new licensed ELCC centre or 
home are eligible to receive $5,000 per infant space 
and $500 per preschool space.

The Expansion for Infants Spaces Grant – 
Renovations funds renovations to expand infant 
spaces in existing ELCC centres and homes. It is 
available to current ELCC operators adding new 
infant spaces or expanding under the Policy 901 
exemption for not-for-profit ELCC centres and 
homes.

ELCC homes are eligible for $3,000 per infant 
space. For-profit and not-for-profit ELCC centres 
are eligible for $10,000 per infant space.

For further details on the capital funding 
programs, see Early Learning and Childcare 
Preschool Designated Spaces Creation.

Fee subsidies

New Brunswick has two kinds of fee subsidies: 
the Parent Subsidy Program for designated early 
learning facilities and the Daycare Assistance 
Program for non-designated facilities and school-
age facilities. See New Brunswick’s “Parent fees” 
section for more information.

Other ELCC funding

MICRO-CREDENTIALING, ONLINE PART-
TIME ECE TRAINING, AND WORK STUDY 
ECE GRANTS

The micro-credentialing program is an onsite 
training program offered by New Brunswick 
Community College (NBCC) for the Anglophone 
sector. The program is offered free of charge 
(tuition and books) to obtain the one-year college 
certificate. It is offered to educators who have 

https://www.nbed.nb.ca/operatorportal/Content/files/Early-Learning-and-Child-Care-Preschool-Designated-Spaces-Creation-Capital-Funding.pdf
https://www.nbed.nb.ca/operatorportal/Content/files/Early-Learning-and-Child-Care-Preschool-Designated-Spaces-Creation-Capital-Funding.pdf
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Operational funding

Program Amount

Wage Support Program $77,074,310

Inclusion Support Program $15,367,073

Parent Fee Reduction Subsidy $64,460,749

Access Project $486,340

Operational Grant $16,850,513

Preschool Autism Program $21,700,000

Total operational funding $195,938,985

Note: Operational funding includes regularly paid public funding that contributes 
to the ongoing operation of the child care service. It may include operating grants 
or formula-based funding, family child care agency operating funds, wage grants/
enhancement, disability funding, and other grants/funding paid on a recurring basis.

One-time funding – capital (major and minor)

Program Amount

Designation Start-up Funding: New 
Licence ELCC Coordination Grant

$5,167,643

New Space Creation Implementation 
Grant

$799,500

Expansion for Infants Spaces Grant 
– Renovations

$367,500

One-time funding – other

Program Amount

Recruitment and retention $150,000

Quality – ECE College Training $3,214,798

Micro-credentialing, Online part-time ECE 
training, and Work Study ECE Grants

$1,385,286

Total one-time funding $11,084,727

Note: One-time funding is paid occasionally or just once to a child care service and is 
not part of the regular operating budget. It may include major capital, minor capital, 
start-up, one-time equipment, or repair funding.

ASSOCIATION FRANCOPHONE DES 
GARDERIES ÉDUCATIVES DU NOUVEAU 
BRUNSWICK

The Association Francophone des Garderies 
Éducatives du Nouveau Brunswick receives 
an annual grant to support their activities to 
support Francophone educators and operators 
of licensed ELCC facilities. These activities 
include recruitment and retention, recognition 
of the profession, and development of the social-
enterprise model and their organizational needs.

DEVELOPMENTAL CHILD CARE 
PROGRAM

The Developmental Child Care Program is specific 
to preschool-age children (ages three and four) 
whose families are receiving services through the 
Early Intervention Program. The program may 
include children with additional support needs, but 
the primary focus is children living in conditions 
of vulnerability who have developmental delays 
or may be at risk in their development. The goal 
is to increase their skills, abilities, learnings, and 
development during the year prior to entering 
school. This program is offered 12 hours per week.

FUNDING FOR REGULATED 
CHILD CARE (FISCAL YEAR 
2023 – 2024)

The funding figures in each category represent 
provincial spending, which may include both 
provincial funds and federal funds transferred 
under bilateral agreements, CWELCC agreements, 
or other federal programs used for early learning 
and child care.
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Fee subsidies

Program Amount

Daycare Assistance Program $7,427,363

Parent Subsidy Program $9,820,178

Total fee subsidies $17,247,541

Note: These are fee subsidies in licensed, regulated, or approved child care. The 
subsidies are associated with an individual child and family. There are provincial 
eligibility criteria. Fee subsidies are sent directly to service providers.

TOTAL SPENDING FOR REGULATED 
CHILD CARE (operational funding, 
one-time funding, and fee subsidies)

$224,271,253

Other ELCC funding

Program Amount

Early Learning and Child Care Tuition 
Reimbursement Program

$710,941

Association Francophone des Garderies 
Éducatives du NB

$130,000

Family Resource Centres (New Brunswick 
Association of Family Resource Programs)

$390,000

Professional Development (all school 
districts)

$388,449

Inclusion NB – Professional development $262,781

Total other ELCC funding $1,882,171

Federal transfers to New Brunswick

Federal transfer Amount

Multilateral Early Learning and Child Care 
Framework – Early Learning and Child 
Care Bilateral Agreements

$13,237,685

Canada-wide Early Learning and Child 
Care

$106,325,970

Early Learning and Child Care 
Infrastructure Fund

$2,899,823

Note: The federal transfers above represent the funds allocated to New Brunswick 
for fiscal year 2023 – 2024. These funds may be slightly different from those 
included in the original agreements, as they are updated annually in line with 
population estimates. They do not represent funds carried over from the previous 
fiscal year or carried into the next fiscal year.

Source: Early Learning and Child Care Secretariat, Employment and Social 
Development Canada (2025).
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