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Nova Scotia
OVERVIEW

In Nova Scotia, the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is responsible for 
regulated child care, kindergarten, and the Nova Scotia Before and After Program.

Licensed child care includes child care centres, school-age child care, and family child care. Nova Scotia 
Before and After Programs are not licensed but have specified requirements, so they are considered to  
be “approved.”

Centre-based child care is delivered by non-profit and for-profit operators, with non-profit programs 
providing a modest majority of full-day spaces. There are no publicly operated child care programs in 
Nova Scotia.

Family child care is delivered through an agency model that includes both non-profit and for-profit 
agencies.

Nova Scotia provides full school-day kindergarten for all five-year-olds (termed Grade Primary) and all 
four-year-olds (termed Pre-primary). Kindergarten is voluntary for four-year-olds and compulsory for five-
year-olds, but it may be delayed by one year.

Nova Scotia parent fees are not set by the provincial government. In 2021 – 2022, licensed child care 
operators signed provincial funding agreements committing to reducing parent fees by set amounts. Parent 
fees have been reduced by set amounts by age group several times since 2022. Average fees range by age 
group from $16.75/day to $19/day for full-day centres. The Child Care Subsidy Program pays for all or part 
of child care fees for eligible families.

Nova Scotia’s first early childhood educator wage scale came into effect in November 2022. It was revised 
and increased in April 2024. A new wage scale came into effect in April 2025.

Nova Scotia signed the Canada-Nova Scotia Canada-wide Early Learning and Child Care (CWELCC) 
Agreement in July 2021. It allocated nearly $605 million over five years to the province. 

In March 2025, Nova Scotia accepted the federal offer to extend its bilateral agreement until 2031.
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Net growth in full-day centre spaces for children 0 – 5 years (2021 – 2025)

2021 2025 Increase (decrease) 
2021 – 2025

Non-profit 4,711 7,948 +3,237

For-profit 6,373 6,351 -22

Total full-day spaces 11,084 14,299 +3,215

Percentage of full-day spaces that were 
for-profit

57% 44% -13%

Percentage of growth of full-day spaces that 
was for-profit

- - -0.7%

Note: In 2025, total licensed capacity is not separated by age group. Nova Scotia calculated the total for children 0 – 5 years using a combination of total licensed capacity (for 
children 0 – 12 years) and centre enrolment for school-age children. 

Note: Nova Scotia provided the auspice breakdown for all centre spaces for children 0 – 12 years. The auspice breakdown for children 0 – 5 years was calculated by applying the 
overall percentage of for-profit and non-profit/public spaces to the 0 – 5 age group.	

PROVINCIAL CONTEXT

Some of the following figures are rounded; however, the totals are based on exact figures. Therefore, totals 
may not equal the sum of the rounded figures.

Number of children 0 – 12 years (2024 rounded estimate)

Age Number of children

0 7,300

1 8,200

2 8,500

3 9,200

4 7,000

5 8,400

6 9,100

7 11,100

8 10,800

9 9,800

10 11,200

11 10,800

12 10,400

Total 121,800
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Number of children 0 – 12 years (aggregated) (2024 rounded estimate)

Age Number of children

0 – 2 24,000

3 – 5 24,600

6 – 12 73,200

Total 121,800

Number of children 0 – 12 years with employed mothers (2024 rounded estimate)

Age Number of children

0 4,600

1 5,300

2 5,800

3 6,700

4 4,800

5 5,800

6 6,200

7 7,700

8 7,800

9 6,900

10 8,700

11 7,100

12 7,500

Total 84,900

Number of children 0 – 12 years with employed mothers (aggregated) (2024 rounded estimate)

Age Number of children

0 – 2 15,700

3 – 5 17,300

6 – 12 51,900

Total 84,900
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Number of children 0 – 14 years identifying with an Indigenous group (2021)

Age First Nations Métis Inuk (Inuit) Multiple Other

0 – 4 2,020 875 85 75 60

5 – 9 2,385 1,125 85 70 100

10 – 14 2,445 1,365 110 80 60

Total 6,850 3,365 280 225 220

Workforce participation of mothers by age of youngest child (2024 rounded estimate)

Age of youngest child Number of mothers Participation rate (%)

0 – 3 19,000 77.6

4 – 5 7,200 84.7

0 – 5 26,200 79.4

6 – 12 29,300 86.9

Living arrangements by age of child (2021)

Age Living with two 
parents

Living with one parent

Lone mother Lone father Total

0 – 4 31,010 7,520 1,185 8,710

5 – 9 33,900 10,150 2,175 12,330

10 – 14 33,870 11,500 2,805 14,305

Languages spoken most often at home (2021)

Age English French Non-official Multiple

0 – 4 36,885 415 2,065 965

5 – 9 43,475 510 1,990 1,085

10 – 14 45,980 525 1,795 965

Total 126,340 1,445 5,840 3,010

Median after-tax income among families with children 0 – 5 years (2020)

Two-parent families Male lone parent Female lone parent

$91,000 $44,400 $42,800
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Teacher qualifications and certification

Public school teachers who teach five-year-old 
kindergarten (Grade Primary) must have a valid 
teaching certificate. An Initial Teacher’s Certificate 
requires an undergraduate education, including 
three years of approved undergraduate content 
studies, two years of an approved program of 
professional studies including a practicum, and 
receipt of an approved bachelor’s degree from a 
recognized university.

Public school Grade Primary teachers are not 
required to have an early childhood qualification.

KINDERGARTEN FOR FOUR-
YEAR-OLDS (PRE-PRIMARY)

Provincial responsibility

Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development
Education Innovation, Programs, and Services 
Branch
Phone: 902-424-5168
Email: PrePrimary@novascotia.ca
Website: ednet.ns.ca/pre-primary/overview

Legislation

Nova Scotia. House of Assembly. Early Learning 
and Child Care Act. RSNS 1989, c. 120, s.1; 2018, 
c.33, s.2.
Nova Scotia. House of Assembly. Early Learning 
and Child Care Regulations. NS Reg. 165/2020.
Nova Scotia. House of Assembly. Pre-primary 
Education Act. SNS 2005, c.44, s.1.

KINDERGARTEN FOR 
FIVE-YEAR-OLDS (GRADE 
PRIMARY)

Provincial responsibility

Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development
Education Innovation, Programs, and Services 
Branch
Phone: 902-424-5168
Email: Not available
Website: novascotia.ca/government/
education-and-early-childhood-development

Legislation

Nova Scotia. Legislative Assembly. Education Act. – 
SNS1995-96, C- 1, s.1. Amended 2018, C- 3, s.36.

Provision

Grade Primary provision

Definition Full school-day program for all f ive-
year-olds offered in public and private 
schools.

Eligibility Five years old by December 31.

Compulsory 
schooling

Compulsory, but participation can be 
delayed by one year.

Entitlement All eligible children have access.

Instructional 
hours per day

Minimum of four hours.

Class size Maximum 20 with flexibility up to 22 
children.

KINDERGARTEN POLICY, PROGRAMS, AND DATA

mailto:PrePrimary@novascotia.ca
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/pre-primary/overview
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/early%20learning%20and%20child%20care.pdf
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/early%20learning%20and%20child%20care.pdf
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
https://www.nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/pre-primary%20education.pdf
https://www.nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/pre-primary%20education.pdf
https://beta.novascotia.ca/government/education-and-early-childhood-development
https://beta.novascotia.ca/government/education-and-early-childhood-development
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/education.pdf
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ENROLMENT

Kindergarten enrolment (2024 – 2025 school year)

Enrolment in public schools

Kindergarten for 5-year-olds (Grade 
Primary)

8,533

Kindergarten for 4-year-olds (Pre-primary) 6,800

Enrolment in private/independent schools

Kindergarten for 5-year-olds (Grade 
Primary)

Not available

Kindergarten for 4-year-olds (Pre-primary) Not available

Total kindergarten enrolment 15,333

Note: The total is not directly comparable to Nova Scotia’s total kindergarten 
enrolment reported in ECEC in Canada 2023, which included enrolment in 
private/independent schools.

OTHER EARLY CHILDHOOD 
PROGRAMS

K4 programs on reserve

K4 is a Mi’kmaw program for four-year-olds 
(similar to the Pre-primary program). The 
curriculum is set by Mi’kmaw Kina’matneway, 
which is the educational authority for 12 of the 13 
First Nations communities in Nova Scotia. There 
are 12 K4 programs on reserve.

Provision

Pre-primary provision

Definition Full school-day program for all four-
year-olds. There are no parent fees.

Eligibility Four years old by December 31.

Compulsory 
schooling

Voluntary and not a prerequisite to enter 
Grade Primary.

Entitlement Not a legislated entitlement; however, 
it is available in all communities with 
elementary schools, and all four-year-
olds have access.

Instructional 
hours per day

Minimum of four hours (full school-day).

Class size Maximum 30 children.

Teacher qualifications and certification

Four-year-old kindergarten (Pre-primary) 
programs are staffed by early childhood educators. 
A diploma or degree in early childhood education 
is required. See Nova Scotia’s “Workforce” section 
for more information.

CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK

Nova Scotia Curriculum is a mandatory curriculum 
framework implemented for five-year-old 
kindergarten (Grade Primary) programs in all 
English schools.

Programmes d’études à l’élémentaire is a 
mandatory curriculum set by Conseil scolaire 
acadien provincial for French Grade Primary 
programs (termed maternelle).

Capable, Confident, and Curious: Nova Scotia’s 
Early Learning Curriculum Framework (2025) is a 
mandatory curriculum framework implemented 
in all four-year-old kindergarten (Pre-primary) 
programs in Nova Scotia. It is also implemented 
in regulated child care centres. The framework 
focuses on children 0 – 8 years.

https://curriculum.novascotia.ca/english-programs/primary
https://csap.ca/le-csap/programmes-d-etudes/item/elementaire
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/earlyyears/providers/EarlyLearningFramework.shtml
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/earlyyears/providers/EarlyLearningFramework.shtml
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REGUL ATED CHILD CARE

Child care centre
Child care centres provide care in a group setting 
for less than 24 hours per day for seven or more 
children from 0 – 12 years of age. Child care centres 
include full-day and part-day child care centres 
and programs for school-age children.

School-age child care
The Nova Scotia Before and After Program 
(NS-BAP) is delivered in public schools by approved 
child care, municipal recreation, and recognized 
non-profit recreation providers. NS-BAPs may 
serve children 4 – 12 years; however, priority is 
given to four- and five-year-olds in kindergarten 
(Pre-primary and Grade Primary). These programs 
are not licensed but have specified requirements, so 
they are considered to be “approved.” Each provider 
determines their registration process and sets the 
fees. Parents may be eligible to receive a fee subsidy 
to reduce the cost.

Family child care
Family child care (termed Family Home Child 
Care) must be provided in the provider’s personal 
residence. Individual providers are not licensed; 
they are approved and monitored by a licensed 
Family Home Child Care agency. An approved 
Family Home Child Care provider may care for  
up to seven children of mixed ages.

CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK

Capable, Confident, and Curious: Nova Scotia’s 
Early Learning Curriculum Framework (2025) is 
a curriculum framework implemented in child 
care programs in Nova Scotia. It is mandatory 
in all four-year-old kindergarten (Pre-primary) 

ADMINISTRATION

Provincial responsibility

Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development
Early Learning and Child Care Branch
Phone: 902-424-5168
Email: ecdservices@novascotia.ca
Website: novascotia.ca/government/
education-and-early-childhood-development

Legislation

Nova Scotia. House of Assembly. Early Learning 
and Child Care Act. RSNS 1989, c. 120, s.1; 2018, 
c.33, s.2.
Nova Scotia. House of Assembly. Early Learning 
and Child Care Regulations. NS Reg. 165/2020.

Service descriptions

UNREGUL ATED CHILD CARE

There are no health, safety, or training requirements 
or provision for public oversight in unregulated 
child care. There may be attention by public officials 
on a complaint basis.

An unregulated provider can care for six children of 
mixed ages or eight school-age children, including 
any of the provider’s children.

Before- and after-school programs delivered in 
schools by approved municipal or recognized 
non-profit recreation providers are not required 
to be licensed. See “School-age child care,” under 
“Regulated child care,” below.

See the Early Learning and Child Care Regulations 
for more information.

CHILD CARE POLICY AND PROGRAMS

https://www.ednet.ns.ca/earlyyears/providers/EarlyLearningFramework.shtml
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/earlyyears/providers/EarlyLearningFramework.shtml
mailto:ecdservices@novascotia.ca
https://beta.novascotia.ca/government/education-and-early-childhood-development
https://beta.novascotia.ca/government/education-and-early-childhood-development
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/early%20learning%20and%20child%20care.pdf
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/early%20learning%20and%20child%20care.pdf
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
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See Inclusion Support and Early Childhood 
Development Intervention Services for more 
details.

Following a three-year pilot project, in 2021 
NSECDIS implemented and now manages the 
Pyramid Model – a framework of practices for 
supporting young children’s healthy social and 
emotional development. Participation in the 
Pyramid Model is voluntary and open to English 
and French licensed child care centres and 
Pre-primary programs. In 2024, 165 programs 
participated in the Pyramid Model.

In Nova Scotia, there is no child care service solely 
or primarily for children with disabilities.

Access to inclusive ELCC

Child care programs are not required to accept 
children with disabilities.

A diagnosis is not required for admission to a child 
care service that provides inclusion.

Newly constructed or renovated facilities are not 
required to be fully accessible and barrier-free, but 
they must comply with building code requirements 
for accessibility. However, outdoor play spaces 
used by a facility must be accessible to all children, 
including those with diverse abilities.

FIRST NATIONS, MÉTIS, AND 
INUIT CHILD CARE

In Nova Scotia, 5.5% of the total population 
identified as First Nations, Métis, or Inuit in the 
most recent census (2021). There are 42 reserves  
in the province, held by 13 Mi’kmaw First Nations. 
Approximately 60% of First Nations people live  
on reserve.

First Nations child care on reserves

Child care in Nova Scotia First Nations 
communities on reserve operates individually, 

programs and voluntary for all other programs. 
The framework focuses on children 0 – 8 years.

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

Terminology and approach

Nova Scotia uses the term “special needs” to refer 
not only to developmental or physical disabilities but 
also to factors such as the child’s lived experiences 
and developmental competencies in social, physical, 
and cognitive health and wellbeing.

All types of regulated child care programs are 
eligible to receive inclusion funding.

The province provides inclusion funding to 
the whole centre, not to support inclusion of an 
individual child.

There are no specific qualifications or requirements 
for staff who work with children with disabilities.

Programs supporting inclusion in ELCC

The Inclusion Support Grant assists centres with 
the acquisition of resources and additional staffing 
to support developmental, social, and physical 
inclusion for vulnerable and/or low-income 
children who require specialized supports. 
Funding may be used to provide additional staff, 
training, professional development for regular 
staff, consultation by specialists, and assistive 
devices and equipment. Funding is based on a per 
diem for the number of operating days at 10% of 
the centre capacity.

The province also funds inclusion supports provided 
by Nova Scotia Early Childhood Development 
Intervention Services (NSECDIS) to families with 
children who are experiencing developmental delays 
from birth to school entry. Supports are provided 
in home and community settings, such as early 
learning and child care programs.

https://childcarenovascotia.ca/families/inclusion-early-intervention
https://childcarenovascotia.ca/families/inclusion-early-intervention
https://nsecdis.ca/programs-for-educators/
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and a Mi’kmaw accelerated program is available for 
individuals working in the sector, allowing them 
to earn their diploma in a shortened timeframe 
by completing a prior learning assessment and 
recognition process that gives them credit for 
their prior experience and competencies. EECD 
funds full tuition, textbooks, and student fees for 
up to 30 students in each of these two programs. 
Both programs launched in 2022 – 2023. A second 
cohort of the accelerated program is underway, and 
a second cohort of the direct-entry program began 
in September 2025.

PARENT FEES

The provincial government does not set parent fees 
in Nova Scotia; operators set their own fees.

In 2021 – 2022, licensed child care operators signed 
provincial funding agreements committing to 
reducing parent fees by set amounts. Operators 
with signed agreements would then receive 
funding from the provincial government to offset 
these fee reductions.

In April 2022, fees were reduced in centres by 
$10.50/day for infants, $9/day for toddlers, and 
$8.75/day for preschool-age children, retroactive 
to January 2022. This represented an average fee 
reduction of 25%.

In December 2022, the fees were reduced by an 
additional amount, making total average fee 
reductions of $23/day for infants and $18.25/day  
for toddlers and preschool-age children. 

The reductions are smaller for licensed family 
child care. Effective December 2022, fees for family 
child care were reduced by a flat rate of $17/day for 
infants and $16.50/day for toddlers and preschool-
age children.

outside the mandate of the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development.

Neither full-day child care centres nor Aboriginal 
Head Start on Reserve (AHSOR) programs are 
licensed.

In 2025, there were 12 unlicensed child care centres 
in First Nations communities and 13 unlicensed 
AHSOR programs on reserve.

Indigenous child care other than on 
reserve

In 2025, one licensed Indigenous-focused and -led 
child care centre not on reserve was operated by the 
Mi’kmaw Native Friendship Centre, providing 26 
licensed child care spaces for children 18 months – 
5 years.

Aboriginal Head Start in Urban and Northern 
Communities (AHSUNC) programs are not 
licensed by the province.

Indigenous-specific resources/initiatives

Mi’kmaw Kina’matneway (MK), the educational 
authority for 12 of the 13 First Nations communities 
in Nova Scotia, administers post-secondary 
education and professional development of early 
childhood educators (ECEs). MK collaborates 
with universities and the Nova Scotia Community 
College (NSCC) to provide customized programs. 
The collaboration has resulted in the successful 
development of the Mi’kmaw ECE diploma program 
for Mi’kmaw students, delivered in a blended format 
(virtually and in Mi’kmaw communities). The 
program uses a Mi’kmaw curriculum developed 
specifically through this initiative. 

The Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development (EECD), MK, and NSCC 
worked together to develop two versions of this 
program: A Mi’kmaw direct-entry ECE diploma 
program is available for students new to the sector, 
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by licensed non-profit and for-profit child care 
programs, approved Family Home Child Care 
agencies, and approved Nova Scotia Before and 
After Programs. Fee subsidies can be used in both 
full-day and part-day programs. Payment is made 
directly to child care service providers on behalf of 
subsidized parents.

All eligible families are entitled to a fee subsidy. 
There is no waitlist.

Additional fees

As of 2024, operators are not permitted to charge 
waitlist fees. They are permitted to charge optional 
fees for food, transportation, extended hours, and 
field trips.

Parent fee subsidies

The Child Care Subsidy Program pays for all or 
part of eligible families’ child care fees charged 

Average child care centre daily fees (2022 – 2025)

Age group January 2022 December 2022 –  
December 2025 

Infant $42.00  $19.00

Toddler $36.00 $17.75

Preschool-age (full-day) $35.00 $16.75

Preschool-age (part-day) $15.00 $10.50

School-age (full-day) $27.00 $17.00

School-age (before- and after-school) $20.00 $14.00

School-age (after-school only) $16.00 $11.50

School-age (before-school only) $12.00 $9.00

Average Nova Scotia Before and After Program daily fees (2022 – 2025)

Age group January 2022 December 2022 –  
December 2025

School-age (before- and after-school) $17.00 $12.75

School-age (after-school only) $13.00 $9.75

School-age (before-school only) $6.00 $4.50

Average Family Home Child Care daily fees (2022 – 2025)

Age group January 2022 December 2022 -  
December 2025

Infant $34.00 $17.00

Toddler $33.00 $16.50

Preschool-age $33.00 $16.50
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Additional programs that subsidize 
individual families

Individuals accessing Income Assistance and 
Employment Support Service who demonstrate 
a need for child care are eligible for a maximum 
of $400/month child allowance for regulated and 
non-regulated child care arrangements.

WORKFORCE

Child care staff wages

PROVINCIAL WAGE DATA

Current average wage data are not available.

PROVINCIAL WAGE SCALE

Nova Scotia’s first early childhood educator (ECE) 
wage scale came into effect on November 1, 2022, 
retroactive to July 4, 2022. The wage scale included 
Level 1, 2, and 3 ECEs who were employed by 
provincially funded licensed child care centres and 
family child care agency staff. All ECEs included 
in the wage scale received a lump sum retroactive 
payment for the period from July 4, 2022, to 
October 21, 2022. The wage scale amounts were 
increased on April 1, 2024. 

A new wage scale came into effect on April 1, 2025.

ELIGIBILIT Y CRITERIA

Nova Scotia has not required parents to be working 
or in school to be eligible for a fee subsidy since 2019.

FINANCIAL ELIGIBILIT Y

Financial eligibility is typically based on gross 
household income minus allowable deductions plus 
the number of dependent children.

Before May 2024, a family could have no more than 
$50,000 in savings or liquid assets to be eligible for 
a fee subsidy. Effective May 29, 2024, families are 
no longer required to provide liquid asset value 
when applying for a subsidy.

In 2025, the maximum annual income to receive 
a full subsidy was $35,000. The maximum annual 
income for a partial subsidy was $70,000.

SUBSIDY RATES

The subsidy rate is the maximum amount the 
provincial government pays to the child care 
operator on behalf of a fully subsidized parent to 
cover all or part of the parent fee. Fee subsidies 
cover all or part of the rate established by the child 
care facility or Family Home Child Care provider, 
up to the maximum for the child’s age group and 
type of care. A family eligible for a fee subsidy is 
responsible for paying any difference between the 
fee charged by the centre or home and the approved 
subsidy amount.

Maximum daily subsidy rates for centres and 
Family Home Child Care (2025)

Age group Maximum daily subsidy rate

Infant $29.00

Toddler $24.00

Preschool-age $23.00

School-age $17.70

https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/esiaregs.htm#:~:text=health%20or%20safety-,child%20care,-up%20to%20%24400


[ 103 ]Childcare Resource and Research Unit ECEC IN CANADA 2024/2025 • Nova Scotia

ECE wage scale (April 1, 2024 – March 31, 2025)

Position and level Years of experience

<1 1 – 2 2 – 3 3 – 4 4 – 5+

Director – Level 1 $28.31 $29.16 $30.03 $30.94 $31.86

Director – Level 2/school-age $30.51 $31.42 $32.37 $33.34 $34.34

Director – Level 3 $31.61 $32.55 $33.53 $34.54 $35.57

Assistant director/inclusion coordinator 
– Level 1

$25.95 $26.73 $27.53 $28.36 $29.21

Assistant director/inclusion coordinator/
home consultant – Level 2/school-age

$27.96 $28.80 $29.67 $30.56 $31.47

Assistant director/inclusion coordinator/
home consultant – Level 3

$28.97 $29.84 $30.74 $31.66 $32.61

ECE – Level 1 $23.59 $24.30 $25.03 $25.78 $26.55

ECE – Level 2/school-age $25.42 $26.19 $26.97 $27.78 $28.61

ECE – Level 3 $26.34 $27.13 $27.94 $28.78 $29.64

Note: Annual public sector wage adjustments are included in the table.

ECE wage scale (April 1, 2025)

Position and level Years of experience

<1 1 – 2 2 – 3 3 – 4 4 – 5+

Director – Level 1 $28.88 $29.74 $30.64 $31.55 $32.50

Director – Level 2/school-age $31.12 $32.05 $33.01 $34.00 $35.02

Director – Level 3 $32.24 $33.20 $34.20 $35.23 $36.28

Assistant director/inclusion coordinator 
– Level 1

$26.47 $27.26 $28.08 $28.93 $29.79

Assistant director/inclusion coordinator/ 
home consultant – Level 2/school-age

$28.52 $29.38 $30.26 $31.17 $32.10

Assistant director/inclusion coordinator/
home consultant – Level 3

$29.55 $30.44 $31.35 $32.29 $33.26

ECE – Level 1 $24.06 $24.79 $25.53 $26.30 $27.08

ECE – Level 2/school-age $25.93 $26.71 $27.51 $28.34 $29.19

ECE – Level 3 $26.86 $27.67 $28.50 $29.36 $30.24

Note: Annual public sector wage adjustments are included in the table.
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Classification is required for all staff working in 
licensed centre-based child care. 

Classification Services of the Nova Scotia 
Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development is responsible for the regulation 
of individuals who work in regulated child care 
programs, Family Home Child Care agencies, and 
Pre-primary programs.

ECE CERTIFICATION LEVELS

There are five levels of classification: Entry level, 
ECE Level 1, ECE Level 2, ECE Level 3, and school-
age approval.

ECE classification levels (2024)

Level Minimum requirements

Entry level Orientation for staff working in licensed 
child care facilities; or 

Post-secondary ECE courses that are 
equivalent to the orientation training.

ECE Level 1 Orientation training for staff working 
in licensed child care facilities, and 
completion of coursework and 
workplace training as specif ied in 
standards set by the Minister of 
Education and Early Childhood 
Development; or

A one-year certif icate in early childhood 
development or early childhood 
education from a training program 
recognized by the director.

ECE Level 2 Two-year college diploma program in 
early childhood education; or 

Early Childhood Education Recognition 
of Prior Learning Program (delivered 
through the Association of Early 
Childhood Educators Nova Scotia).

ECE Level 3 Bachelor’s degree in early childhood 
education; or 

Level 2 requirements and bachelor’s 
degree in any discipline.

Family child care providers classified as ECE Level 
1, 2, or 3 who work with a family child care agency 
are eligible for additional remuneration. Child 
care providers receive a quarterly grant amount 
based on their classification level and the number 
of weeks they have provided service in the quarter 
being reported.

Family Home Child Care ECE grant amounts (2025)

Level Quarterly grant 
amount

Total annual grant 
amount

Full- 
time

1 $2,500.00 $10,000

2 $2,875.00 $11,500

3 $3,125.00 $12,500

Part-
time

1 $1,250.00 $5,000

2 $1,437.00 $5,750

3 $1,562.50 $6,250

Staff benefits

Nova Scotia introduced a defined benefit pension 
plan and a comprehensive group benefits plan 
in 2021, including a grant for family child 
care providers to assist with health and dental 
contributions and a Registered Retirement  
Savings Plan. 

In May 2024, ECEs working in licensed and 
funded centres gained access to a benefits package 
through the Health Association of Nova Scotia, 
covering prescriptions, dental care, vision, and life 
insurance. ECEs also receive pension benefits from 
the CAAT Pension Plan, with the province funding 
100% of employer contributions. These benefits are 
transferable across eligible employers.

Early childhood certification

In 2022 – 2023, Nova Scotia introduced a regulated 
classification system for ECEs. 

https://www.ednet.ns.ca/earlyyears/pd/OrientationforStaff.shtml
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/earlyyears/pd/OrientationforStaff.shtml
https://childcarenovascotia.ca/benefits
https://childcarenovascotia.ca/benefits
https://familyhomechildcarens.ca/#:~:text=FHCC%20Retirement%20and%20Benefits%20Grant
https://familyhomechildcarens.ca/#:~:text=FHCC%20Retirement%20and%20Benefits%20Grant
https://www.healthassociation.ns.ca/
https://www.caatpension.ca/
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/earlyyears/pd/ClassificationforStaff.shtml
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/earlyyears/pd/ClassificationforStaff.shtml
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STANDARDS AND 
REGULATIONS

Child care centres and family child care homes 
must adhere to standards and regulations 
regarding staffing requirements, grouping of 
children, and licensing. Some additional key 
elements of child care standards and regulations, 
such as physical environments and food provision, 
are covered in the comparative tables in this 
publication, while others may be found in the Early 
Learning and Child Care Act and Early Learning 
and Child Care Regulations.

Regulated child care centres

Child care centres are licensed under the Early 
Learning and Child Care Act and Early Learning and 
Child Care Regulations. The Act was most recently 
amended in 2018, and the regulations in 2020.

STAFF:CHILD RATIO AND GROUP SIZE

Nova Scotia does not specify a maximum number 
of children permitted in a child care centre.

School-age 
approval

Orientation for staff working in licensed 
child care facilities; and 

Either a bachelor’s degree in early 
(childhood) elementary education 
or a post-secondary credential 
that qualif ies a person to plan and 
deliver developmentally appropriate 
programming for school-age children.

Note: The orientation for staff working in licensed child care facilities is a series of 16 
free online informational modules and activities for child care staff working directly 
with children and who do not meet the regulated training requirements.

To maintain the classification, at least 30 hours 
of professional development is required every 
three years. Records of continuing professional 
development are submitted to Classification 
Services. An extension may be requested with a 
plan to complete the required number of hours. 

See A Guide to Classification and Professional 
Development for Early Childhood Educators for 
more information.

Staff:child ratio and maximum group size

Program type Age group Staff:child  
ratio

Maximum  
group size

Full-day Infant (0 – 17 months) 1:4 10

Toddler (18 – 35 months) 1:6 18

Toddler and preschool-age (30 months – 5 years) 1:7 24

Preschool-age (36 months – 5 years, not attending school) 1:8 24

Part-day Toddler (30 – 35 months) 1:12 24

Preschool-age (30 months – 5 years, not attending school) 1:12 24

School-age  
(before- and after-
school care)

School-age only 1:15 30

School-age and fewer than eight Pre-primary children 1:15 30

School-age and eight or more Pre-primary children  1:12 30

Pre-primary children only 1:12 30

Note: If other age groups are mixed in a single room, the ratio and maximum group size for the youngest child applies.

https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/early%20learning%20and%20child%20care.pdf
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/early%20learning%20and%20child%20care.pdf
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/early%20learning%20and%20child%20care.pdf
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/early%20learning%20and%20child%20care.pdf
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/earlyyears/documents/pd/Guide_to_Classification_Professional_Development_EN.pdf
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/earlyyears/documents/pd/Guide_to_Classification_Professional_Development_EN.pdf
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LICENSING AND MONITORING OF 
REGUL ATED CHILD CARE CENTRES

A licence is usually valid for one year. Centres must 
be inspected at least annually.

Regulated family child care

Family child care (termed Family Home Child 
Care) is regulated under the Early Learning and 
Child Care Act and Early Learning and Child Care 
Regulations.

Family Home Child Care must be provided in the 
provider’s personal residence.

MODEL OF ORGANIZATION

Family Home Child Care in Nova Scotia operates 
under an agency model. The agencies, not the 
individual family child care providers, are licensed 
by the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development. 

The agencies approve, manage, and monitor family 
child care programs in providers’ homes. The 
agency’s duties include: 

•	 Ensuring each provider operates in accordance 
with the legislation;

•	 Regularly assessing providers and homes; and

•	 Ensuring that its family home consultants make 
regular home visits.

There are 14 Family Home Child Care agencies 
across 18 Nova Scotia counties.

MA XIMUM CAPACIT Y

A child care provider may care for a maximum of 
seven children at a time, including their own. 

If a provider is caring for four to seven children, no 
more than three may be under three years of age. 
Of those three, no more than two children may be 
infants. A provider may care for a maximum of 
three infants at a time, including their own infants. 

STAFFING REQUIREMENTS FOR CENTRES

Qualification requirements for staffing a 
centre
In Nova Scotia, staff qualification requirements are 
specified at the centre level. 

In a full-day or part-day child care centre, two 
thirds of staff working directly with children must 
hold at least Level 1 classification. In a school-age 
centre, two thirds of staff working directly with 
children must hold at least Level 1 classification or 
school-age training approval.

In all centres, the remaining staff who work 
directly with children must have at least entry level 
classification. In any centre with only two staff 
working directly with children, one staff member 
must have at least Level 1 classification or school-
age training approval.

Qualification requirements for on-site centre 
directors/supervisors
All centre-based programs must be administered 
by a centre director who is present at all times to 
supervise and manage the daily operations of the 
program.

In a centre that offers programming for all ages, the 
director must have at least Level 2 classification. 
If only school-age programming is offered, the 
director must have at least Level 2 classification or 
school-age training approval.

A centre director who began working as a director 
before May 1, 2012, must have at least Level 1 
classification.

Other requirements
Centre staff must be at least 16 years of age to be 
included in the staff:child ratio. 

Each centre director and staff member who works 
directly with children must have a child abuse 
register check, a vulnerable sector check, and a first 
aid certificate that includes infant CPR.

https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/early%20learning%20and%20child%20care.pdf
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/early%20learning%20and%20child%20care.pdf
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/elcc.htm
http://familyhomechildcarens.ca
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assistance and coordination of professional 
development. The frequency of these visits is not 
regulated; however, monthly visits are the practice 
for all agencies. Agency-issued approvals of homes 
have no end date.

OF INTEREST

Municipal role

In Nova Scotia, municipalities have no mandated 
role in child care governance, funding, or 
administration.

Family Resource Centres

Family Resource Centres in Nova Scotia are 
operated by non-profit organizations. They 
receive federal funding from the Public Health 
Agency of Canada and provincial funding from 
the Departments of Opportunities and Social 
Development, Education and Early Childhood 
Development, and Health and Wellness (through 
the District Health Authorities). Nova Scotia 
has 27 Family Resource Centres, 23 of which 
are provincially funded by the Department of 
Opportunities and Social Development. These 
centres provide community-based programs and 
services that support the healthy development 
and wellbeing of children and youth. Each centre 
is an independent organization, offering unique 
programs and services tailored to the needs of its 
local community.

If caring for a maximum of three infants, no other 
children may be in their care.

A provider caring for school-age children may care 
for a maximum of nine school-age children at a 
time, including their own children.

FAMILY CHILD CARE PROVIDER 
REQUIREMENTS

Child care providers must complete Level 1 of the 
Canadian Child Care Federation’s Family Home 
Day Care Training (approximately 40 hours) no 
later than one year after being approved. Providers 
must also complete five hours of professional 
development workshops annually. 

Providers must be at least 18 years old and have a 
child abuse register check, a vulnerable sector check, 
and a first aid certificate that includes infant CPR.

Any person who is 13 years old or older who lives 
in a family child care home and has contact with 
children or the records of children must complete 
a child abuse register check. Any person who is 
18 years old or older who lives in a family child 
care home and who has or will have contact with 
children or the records of children must complete a 
vulnerable sector check.

LICENSING AND MONITORING OF 
REGUL ATED FAMILY CHILD CARE HOMES

Agencies are subject to regular monitoring by 
licensing officers of the Department of Education 
and Early Childhood Development for compliance 
with the requirements and regulations. Agencies 
are inspected twice annually, and licences are valid 
for five years. 

As a part of the agency inspection, 25% of the 
homes managed by the agency are inspected. A 
licensing officer will inspect every new family child 
care home approved by an agency in the first year 
of operation. Family Home Child Care consultants, 
who are agency employees, conduct regular home 
visits to provide support, such as administrative 

https://www.nsfrp.ca/background
https://novascotia.ca/coms/families/prevention-and-early-intervention/family-resource-centres.html
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CHILD CARE DATA

REGULATED CHILD CARE SPACE STATISTICS

Number of spaces (2024, 2025)

Centre spaces 2024 2025

Total centre spaces (children 0 – 5 years) 13,608 14,299

Note: Nova Scotia did not report on licensed spaces for children 0 – 5 years by age group or by full-day and part-day spaces. As a result, further breakdowns are not available. 

Before- and after-school care centre spaces 2024 2025

Kindergarten and Grades 1 – 6 4,445 4,603

Nova Scotia Before and After Program (NS-BAP)  2,952 3,048

Note: NS-BAPs are regulated but not licensed. They may serve children up to age 12; however, priority is given to kindergarten-age children. 

Total before- and after-school care centre spaces 7,397 7,651

Total centre spaces (children 0 – 12 years) 21,005 21,950

Family child care licensed capacity 2024 2025

Total family child care spaces 1,404 1,746

Note: For the Interim Space Statistics 2024 publication, Nova Scotia reported 1,728 regulated family child care spaces. However, this figure was as of December 2024. For 
consistency with the rest of the data in this report, we have included the number of spaces on March 30, 2024, here instead (1,404).

TOTAL REGULATED SPACES (centre spaces and family child care licensed capacity)

Note: The total number of regulated spaces for 2024 has been updated since the Interim Space Statistics 2024 publication, due to the 
change in Nova Scotia’s total family child care spaces.

22,409 23,696
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Number of child care centres and family child care homes (2024)

Centre-based child care

Total number of centres 325

Note: Nova Scotia reported 337 total centres for ECEC in Canada 2023. This figure reflected the total number of licences, which included 14 family child care agencies. The 
actual number of centres on March 30, 2023, was 323. The 2024 data reflects the total number of centres only.

Centre-based programs

Centres providing a full-day program 267

Centres providing a part-day (nursery or preschool) program 64

Centres providing a before- and after-school program for children attending kindergarten or school, 
excluding NS-BAP (approximately 5 – 12 years)

208

Centres providing infant care (<18 months) 113

Centres providing toddler care (18 – <36 months) 279

Centres providing preschool-age care (36 months – 5 years, not yet in kindergarten or school) 297

Centres providing a Francophone child care program 18

Centres providing non-standard hours care (as defined by the province) 3

Centres in publicly delivered and funded schools (K – Grade 12) 33

Regulated family child care

Approved family child care homes (active) 234

Family child care agencies 14

Participation in CWELCC

Centres providing a full-day program 267

Centres providing a part-day (nursery or preschool) program 61

Centres providing a before- and after-school program for children attending kindergarten or school, 
excluding NS-BAP (approximately 5 – 12 years)

201

Total number of child care centres receiving CWELCC funding 318

Total number of licensed family child care homes receiving CWELCC funding 234
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Auspice (2024)

Centres by auspice

Auspice Number of centres

For-profit 174

Non-profit 151

Public 0

Note: In ECEC in Canada 2023, Nova Scotia’s breakdown of centres by auspice included 14 family child care agencies. The 2024 breakdown includes centres only. As a result, 
the 2023 and 2024 data are not directly comparable.

Centre spaces by auspice

Auspice Number of spaces

For-profit 9,715

Non-profit 11,290

Note: Spaces include full-day, part-day, before- and after-school care, and NS-BAP spaces. 

Family child care agencies by auspice

Auspice Number of agencies

For-profit 5

Non-profit 9

Auspice (2025)

Centre spaces by auspice

Auspice Number of spaces

For-profit 9,750

Non-profit 12,200

Note: Spaces include full-day, part-day, before- and after-school care, and NS-BAP spaces.

Publicly operated child care (2024)

There are no publicly operated child care programs in Nova Scotia.
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Fee subsidies (2024)

Number of children receiving fee subsidies

Full subsidy 3,231

Partial subsidy 1,992

Total children receiving fee subsidies 5,223

Disability support (2024)

Number of children and centres receiving disability support

Children in licensed child care receiving disability/special needs support funding 2,145

Note: This is an estimate based on the total number of children 0 – 5 years receiving early intervention support. In ECEC in Canada 2023, the total number of children 
receiving early intervention support (including children not in licensed child care) was reported. As a result, the 2023 and 2024 data are not directly comparable.

Number of centres receiving the Inclusion Support Grant 302

Note: Approximately 90% of licensed child care centres receive the Inclusion Support Grant to support inclusive programming and resources for all children, including children 
with disabilities.

REGULATED CHILD CARE ENROLMENT STATISTICS

Number of children enrolled (2024)

Full-day centre enrolment

Infant (0 – <18 months) 1,125

Toddler (18 – <36 months)  4,908

Preschool-age (36 months – 5 years) 5,418

Total full-day centre enrolment (children 0 – 5 years) 11,450

Part-day centre enrolment

Preschool-age (30 months – 5 years, not yet in kindergarten or school) 201

Total centre enrolment (children 0 – 5 years) 11,651

Before- and after-school care enrolment (licensed or regulated)

Kindergarten and Grades 1 – 6 7,397

Note: This number is an estimate using centre-based before- and after-school care enrolment (4,445) and NS-BAP spaces (2,952). NS-BAP enrolment is not available.

Total centre enrolment (children 0 – 12 years) 19,048
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Full-day family child care enrolment

Not attending Pre-primary, Grade Primary, or school 1,300

Part-day family child care enrolment

Attending Pre-primary, Grade Primary, or school 457

Total family child care enrolment (children 0 – 12 years) 1,757

TOTAL REGULATED ENROLMENT (centre and family child care enrolment) 20,805
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New or expanded for-profit centres are not eligible 
for capital funding.

CHILD CARE SERVICES’ 
ELIGIBILIT Y FOR FUNDING

All non-profit and for-profit child care operators 
with funding agreements with the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development are 
eligible for operational funding and fee subsidies. 

Capital funding is limited to municipal 
governments, organizations wholly owned by 
a municipality, universities, the Nova Scotia 
Community College, Mi’kmaw/Indigenous 
communities/organizations, and registered not-for-
profit organizations.

T YPES OF FUNDING

Operational funding

QUALIT Y INVESTMENT GRANT AND 
PROGRAM SUPPORT FUNDING

Prior to October 2022, the Quality Investment 
Grant (QIG) and Program Support Funding were 
available to eligible licensed child care programs 
to supplement wages for staff, focusing on those 
who work directly with children as required for 
the ratio. The funding was to be used primarily to 
ensure that trained staff who were required to meet 
the staff:child ratios earned at least the wage floor 
established by the Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development (EECD). Prior to 
October 2022, historical QIG per diem rates were 
based on ECE classification levels.

The types of funding available for child care 
services in Nova Scotia include operational 
funding, one-time funding, fee subsidies, and other 
ELCC funding programs. See Information for 
Operators for more information.

ELIGIBILIT Y FOR CWELCC 
FUNDING

The CWELCC plan provides federal funds to 
provinces and territories for early learning and 
child care operational and one-time funding and 
fee subsidies for licensed child care for children 
aged 0 – 5. Funded new child care expansion is to 
be public and non-profit unless otherwise specified 
in the jurisdiction’s agreement. Provinces and 
territories contribute their own funds and design 
their own policies and provision within this 
framework.

 In Nova Scotia, the following are eligible for 
operational funding under CWELCC:

•	 Licensed full-day centres;

•	 Licensed part-day centres (preschools/nursery 
schools); 

•	 Licensed before- and after-school centres that 
enrol children under age six; and

•	 Licensed/approved family child care.

New or expanded for-profit centres are not eligible 
for operational funding. 

In Nova Scotia, the following are eligible for capital 
funding under CWELCC:

•	 Licensed full-day centres;

•	 Licensed part-day centres (preschools/nursery 
schools); and

•	 Licensed/approved family child care. 

CHILD CARE FUNDING

https://childcarenovascotia.ca/operators
https://childcarenovascotia.ca/operators
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eligible for funding. The fee reduction rates vary by 
age of the child and hours of care.

Fee reduction funding rates (December 31, 2022)

Age group Centres Family child care

Infant (0 – 18 months) $23.00 $17.00

Toddler (18 – 35 
months)

$18.25 $16.50

Part-day preschool-age 
(36 months and older)

$4.50 Not applicable

Full-day preschool-age 
(36 months and older)

$18.25 $16.50

Full-day school-age $10.00 $16.50

School-age (before- 
and after-school)

$6.00 $6.00

Centres receive fixed hourly funding rates based on 
classification levels and steps on the wage grid to 
support ECE compensation on the wage grid.

Quality Improvement Grant (QIG) rates prior to 
October 2022

Rate type Historical QIG 
per diem

Hourly rate

Level 3 $48.00 $6.00

Level 2/school-age 
approval

$44.00 $5.50

Level 1 $36.00 $4.50

Entry level $26.00 $3.25

Untrained $24.00 $3.00

The QIG was updated in October 2022 to provide 
new funding support for both fee reductions and 
compensation for ECEs. The updated funding 
accounts for the implementation of the wage grid 
introduced November 1, 2022, and provincial 
parent fee reductions. All child care centres with 
updated funding agreements with EECD are 

ECE hourly funding rates (April 2024 – March 31, 2025)

Step and number of years

Classification Step 1

<1 year

Step 2

1 – 2 years

Step 3

2 – 3 years

Step 4

3 – 4 years

Step 5

4 – 5 years  
or more

Level 1 $14.38 $15.20 $16.03 $16.90 $17.79

Level 2/school-age approval $15.19 $16.06 $16.97 $17.90 $18.86

Level 3 $14.44 $15.35 $16.28 $17.25 $18.24

ECE hourly funding rates (April 2025 – March 31, 2026)

Step and number of years

Classification Step 1

<1 year

Step 2

1 – 2 years

Step 3

2 – 3 years

Step 4

3 – 4 years

Step 5

4 – 5 years  
or more

Level 1 $14.92 $15.75 $16.61 $17.49 $18.40

Level 2/school-age approval $15.77 $16.67 $17.59 $18.54 $19.51

Level 3 $15.04 $15.97 $16.93 $17.91 $18.92
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BEFORE AND AFTER PROGRAMS

The Nova Scotia Before and After Program 
(NS-BAP) is delivered in public schools by 
approved child care, municipal recreation, and 
recognized non-profit recreation providers. 
NS-BAPs may serve children 4 – 12 years; however, 
priority is given to four- and five-year-olds in 
kindergarten (Pre-primary and Grade Primary). 
These programs are not licensed but have 
specified requirements, so they are considered to 
be “approved.” Each provider determines their 
registration process and sets their fees. Parents may 
be eligible to receive a fee subsidy to reduce the cost.

One-time funding

MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM

The Major Infrastructure Program offers grants for 
developing new not-for-profit child care spaces in 
licensed and provincially funded centres, focusing 
on children 0 – 5 years in communities with the 
highest need for child care, prioritizing diverse and 
vulnerable communities. Funding for approved 
projects includes leasehold/rental properties for 
up to $20,000 per space, with a total project value 
up to $1.5 million. Funding is also available for 
owned/public properties for up to $40,000 per 
space, with a total project value up to $3.5 million. 
Eligible applicants include municipal governments, 
universities, Mi’kmaw/Indigenous communities, 
and registered not-for-profit organizations.

MINOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM

The Minor Infrastructure Program replaced 
the Space Conversion Grant that ended in 2021. 
The Minor Infrastructure Program offers grant 
funding for creating new not-for-profit child care 
spaces through minor renovations to existing 
licensed child care centres or by establishing 
new locations for children 0 – 5 years. Approved 
projects can receive up to $1 million (up to $20,000 

See the Quality Investment Grant Operator Guide 
for more information about compensation and fee 
reductions.

FAMILY HOME CHILD CARE OPERATING 
GRANT 

The Family Home Child Care Operating Grant is 
an annual grant to agencies to support the costs of 
salaries and benefits to agency staff, transportation, 
education, program material, and fixed costs 
(rent and utilities, insurance, phone, equipment, 
advertising, and administration costs). The grant is 
based on an annual budget, which is set according 
to internal guidance for appropriate costs, and 
distributed in quarterly installments.

INCLUSION SUPPORT GRANT

The Inclusion Support Grant assists centres with 
the acquisition of resources and additional staffing 
to support developmental, social, and physical 
inclusion for vulnerable and/or low-income 
children who require specialized supports. 
Funding may be used to provide additional staff, 
training, professional development for regular 
staff, consultation by specialists, and assistive 
devices and equipment. Funding is based on a per 
diem for the number of operating days at 10% of 
the centre capacity.

INFANT QUALIT Y CARE GRANT

As of March 31, 2021, the Infant Incentive Grant 
– intended to incentivize child care providers to 
increase infant spaces by providing $4/space/day 
in centres and $2/space/day in Family Home Child 
Care – transitioned to the Infant Quality Care Grant 
and added professional development requirements. 
This grant provides funding for professional 
learning related to infant care for staff and family 
child care providers who care for infants. 

https://www.ednet.ns.ca/docs/qigoperatorguide_en.pdf
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Other ELCC funding

ASSOCIATION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATORS NOVA SCOTIA 

Before 2019, the Association of Early Childhood 
Educators Nova Scotia (AECENS) was known as 
the Nova Scotia Child Care Association (NSCCA). 
AECENS is a membership-based professional 
association by and for all early childhood educators 
(ECEs) in the province. The association receives 
funding from the provincial government to support 
the child care workforce in Nova Scotia through 
the delivery of the Recognition of Prior Learning 
program (a program that enables educators to earn 
equivalency to an ECE Level 2 classification) and 
professional learning opportunities.

BURSARIES FOR FULL-TIME ECE 
DIPLOMA STUDENTS

Bursaries of up to $5,000 paid over the course of an 
early childhood education diploma program are 
available for eligible students enrolled in full-time 
studies at approved Nova Scotia post-secondary 
institutions. Payments are issued to the training 
institution on behalf of successful applicants, and 
priority is given to students from equity-deserving 
groups. In 2024 – 2025, 374 students received 
bursaries.

ECE VIRTUAL DIPLOMA PROGRAM 

The Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development partnered with Nova 
Scotia Community College to provide a full-
time virtual early childhood education diploma 
program for individuals residing in hard-to-recruit 
areas. Tuition, textbooks, and program fees are 
covered for eligible applicants living in northern 
Nova Scotia (Pictou, Antigonish, and Guysborough 
Counties), the South Shore (Lunenburg and 
Queens Counties), and western Cape Breton 
(Inverness, Victoria, and Richmond Counties). 

per space) for eligible costs and project-related 
design, management, and legal fees. Eligible 
applicants include municipal governments, 
universities, Mi’kmaw/Indigenous communities, 
and registered not-for-profit organizations.

FAMILY HOME START-UP GRANT

The Family Home Start-up Grant offers a one-time 
grant of up to $7,500 for newly recruited child care 
providers to help establish quality early learning 
and child care environments in their homes. 
Interested individuals should reach out to their 
local Family Home Child Care agency for support 
services, professional development, and assistance 
with the grant application.

OPERATIONAL SUPPORT GRANT

The Operational Support Grant offers temporary 
financial assistance to licensed provincially funded 
early learning and child care centres in need. This 
grant is available to both full-day and part-day 
licensed child care programs. To apply, centres 
must comply with licensing requirements, submit 
a brief application detailing their request, and 
provide necessary supporting documents.

FAMILY HOME CHILD CARE START-UP 
GRANT 

The Family Home Child Care Start-up Grant is 
available for approved agencies. Agencies receive a 
start-up grant of $7,500 to offset expenses directly 
related to the start-up costs for the agency. It 
provides a one-time fixed amount to be used by the 
agency to pay for advertising, equipment, and legal 
fees incurred to set up the agency.

Fee subsidies

The Child Care Subsidy Program pays for all or 
part of child care fees for eligible families. See Nova 
Scotia’s “Parent fees” section for more information.
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FRENCH DIPLOMA PROGRAM

French Diploma Program funding is provided to 
Université Sainte-Anne to support French language 
diploma training and upskilling for Acadian/
Francophone students. Eligible ECE students and 
educators working in the sector wanting to earn 
their diploma receive funding that covers full 
tuition, textbooks, and student fees.

PATHWAY PROGRAM FOR NEWCOMERS

The Pathway Program for Newcomers supports 
eligible newcomers to gain on-the-job experience 
while earning their ECE diploma. Students are 
provided with employment in licensed child care 
centres or the Pre-primary program, allowing 
them to earn an income while studying part-time 
online toward their diploma. The Department 
of Education and Early Childhood Development 
covers the cost of tuition, textbooks, student fees, 
and additional language supports, if required.

FUNDING FOR REGULATED 
CHILD CARE (FISCAL YEAR 
2023 – 2024)

The funding figures in each category represent 
provincial spending, which may include both 
provincial funds and federal funds transferred 
under bilateral agreements, CWELCC agreements, 
or other federal programs used for early learning 
and child care.

Priority admission is given to residents of these 
areas, while others are placed on a waitlist.

ECE TRAINING INITIATIVES SUPPORT 

Early Years Professional Learning Support Sites 
in Nova Scotia are community-based centres 
that provide resources, professional learning, 
and leadership to ECEs and students. The eight 
sites are located across the province, within or 
near educational institutions. Each site offers 
professional learning opportunities focused on 
provincial priorities and tailored professional 
learning to meet regional needs.

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

The Continuing Education Program (CEP) is 
intended to enhance the ability of regulated 
centres, Family Home Child Care agencies, and 
Pre-primary programs to recruit and retain 
qualified staff. The program provides financial 
support to staff to continue their education and 
enhance their skills and qualifications by studying 
part-time toward their early childhood education 
diploma or degree, or taking courses in early 
childhood leadership. Students must be actively 
working in the sector. Courses must be taken at 
approved Nova Scotia ECE training institutions. 
Those receiving CEP funding are required to 
continue working in the sector for up to 1,500 
hours upon completion. Eligible staff can apply for 
reimbursements of up to $1,000 per year if working 
part-time and up to $5,000 per year if working 
full-time in the sector. The program supports 
approximately 200 staff annually.

https://www.ednet.ns.ca/ece/excellence/continuing-education
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Fee subsidies

Program Amount

Child Care Subsidy Program $21,033,719

Note: These are fee subsidies in licensed, regulated, or approved child care. The 
subsidies are associated with an individual child and family. There are provincial 
eligibility criteria. Fee subsidies are sent directly to service providers.

TOTAL SPENDING FOR REGULATED 
CHILD CARE (operational funding, 
one-time funding, and fee subsidies)

$191,122,570

Other ELCC funding

Program Amount

ECE Training Initiatives Support   $2,548,434

Professional Development   $633,388

Association of Early Childhood Educators 
Nova Scotia

  $138,087

Bursaries for full-time ECE diploma 
students

 $1,487,899

Nova Scotia Before and After Program $608,937

Total other ELCC funding $5,416,745

Federal transfers to Nova Scotia

Federal transfer Amount

Multilateral Early Learning and Child Care 
Framework – Early Learning and Child 
Care Bilateral Agreements

$16,253,502

Canada-wide Early Learning and Child 
Care

$130,597,963

Early Learning and Child Care 
Infrastructure Fund

$3,103,604

Note: The federal transfers above represent the funds allocated to Nova Scotia for 
fiscal year 2023 – 2024. These funds may be slightly different from those included 
in the original agreements, as they are updated annually in line with population 
estimates. They do not represent funds carried over from the previous fiscal year or 
carried into the next fiscal year.

Source: Early Learning and Child Care Secretariat, Employment and Social 
Development Canada (2025).

Operational funding

Program Amount

50% fee reduction $60,973,358 

Quality Investment Grant and Program 
Support Grant

$57,912,798

Family Home Child Care Operating 
Support

$4,519,668

Inclusion Support Grant   $10,777,533

Infant Quality Care Grant   $3,208,358

Development Intervention Services   $10,000,000

Nova Scotia Before and After Program   $1,576,167

Total operational funding $148,967,882

Note: Operational funding includes regularly paid public funding that contributes 
to the ongoing operation of the child care service. It may include operating grants 
or formula-based funding, family child care agency operating funds, wage grants/
enhancement, disability funding, and other grants/funding paid on a recurring basis.

One-time funding – capital (major and minor)

Program Amount

Space Expansion $11,455,978

Operational Support Grant   $7,504,056

One-time funding – other

Program Amount

Not-for-Profit Transition Pilot   $666,661

Operational Support Fund   $1,096,774

Family Home Start-up Grant   $397,500

Total one-time funding $21,120,969

Note: One-time funding is paid occasionally or just once to a child care service and is 
not part of the regular operating budget. It may include major capital, minor capital, 
start-up, one-time equipment, or repair funding.
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