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TABLE 21 Number of children (rounded estimates in 1000s). Provinces/territories/Canada (1992-2019).

Number of children 0 — 5 years

P/T 1992 1995 1998 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2012 2014 2016 2019
NL 45 41 34 30 31 29 28 28 30 28 26 25
PE 12 1 10 10 9 8 9 8 8 9 8 9
NS 74 70 64 61 55 51 49 53 54 50 49 51
NB 57 56 51 49 46 44 40 44 44 41 42 40
QC 502 565 527 460 443 435 468 455 513 516 504 509
ON 848 899 875 844 832 822 812 828 846 868 834 838
MB 98 92 87 79 76 77 78 77 89 87 88 91
SK 94 85 77 76 69 67 64 71 77 77 81 78
AB 250 242 231 233 218 228 246 260 291 308 317 314
BC 266 286 289 248 255 233 244 257 268 262 253 252
YT 2 - - - - 2 2 2 2 3 3 4
NT 9 - - - - 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
NU' NA NA NA - - 4 4 4 5 4 5 4
CA 2,257 2,347 2,245 2,090 2,048 2,004 2,049 2,093 2,230 2,257 2,202 2,218

Number of children 6 — 12 years

P/T 1992 1995 1998 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2012 2014 2016 2019
NL 63 57 52 46 41 39 37 36 34 37 37 37
PE 14 14 14 13 13 12 12 1 1 1 12 12
NS 86 86 89 80 77 75 69 65 61 61 64 62
NB 72 70 68 63 63 58 56 52 51 50 50 54
QC 655 627 646 656 634 604 554 560 560 579 618 647
ON 964 1,024 1,098 1,00 1,097 1,097 1,071 1,032 1,047 1,011 1,072 1,108
MB 111 106 108 107 104 102 97 98 98 98 104 110
SK 112 107 106 93 91 81 81 80 84 86 92 99
AB 279 289 301 289 298 284 295 299 307 329 364 384
BC 312 338 351 353 329 341 324 314 302 309 322 332
YT 3 - = - = 3 3 3 3 3 3 5
NT 8 - = - = 5 S 4 4 4 4 4
NU NA NA NA - - 5 S 5 5 5 5 5
CA 2,680 2,719 2,832 2,801 2,764 2,705 2,608 2.558 2,566 2,581 2,734 2,858

1 Nunavut was officially created in 1999.

237 The Long View Early Childhood Education and Care in Canada « 2019



TABLE 22 Number of children with employed mothers' (rounded estimate in 1000s)>. Provinces/

territories/Canada (1995-2019).

Number of children 0 — 5 years with employed mothers'

P/T 1995 1998 2001 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2019
NL 22 19 18 17 16 16 15 17 16 16 15
PE 8 8 7 6 7 6 6 6 7 5.4 6.2
NS 40 38 40 35 32 30 32 34 32 32 33
NB 30 31 32 28 26 26 30 27 26 28 28
QC 325 325 304 286 358 320 305 356 358 367 377
ON 539 546 538 495 530 504 500 524 530 508 519
MB 55 54 49 46 49 47 42 49 49 50 52
SK 55 47 47 43 50 39 45 47 50 49 52
AB 154 138 135 118 137 140 141 160 137 181 186
BC 162 168 147 148 161 144 151 151 161 153 167
YT - - - 0.9 1.7 1.1 1.3 1.5 1.7 1.8 1.8
NT - - - 2.4 2.4 2.6 2.1 2.2 2.4 2.3 2.4
NU NA NA - - - - - 1.6 1.7 1.9 1.8
CA® 1,390 1,375 1,317 1,224* 1,370 1,275 1,268 1,376 1,370 1,389 1,442
Number of children 6 — 12 years with employed mothers'

P/T 1995 1998 2001 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2019
NL 33 30 31 25 16 23 23 22 24 23 23
PE 10 1 10 10 7 8 8 8 8 8.3 8.9
NS 53 59 57 51 32 47 44 41 42 45 44
NB 43 44 45 41 26 39 37 35 34 36 36
QC 400 424 469 424 358 395 389 391 418 453 480
ON 711 774 787 730 530 725 688 694 671 722 749
MB 76 79 79 72 49 67 63 63 62 66 70
SK 80 77 66 64 50 57 58 57 61 61 69
AB 211 207 206 198 137 202 198 199 238 224 255
BC 245 234 241 210 161 215 200 201 203 211 233
YT - - - 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.8 2 2.1 2.2
NT - - - 3.2 2.4 3 2.5 2.8 2.7 2.9 2.9
NU NA NA - - - - - 2.2 2.5 2.2 2.5
CA® 1,862 1,939 1,991 1,829* 1,370 1,783 1,711 1,720 1,768 1,848 1,975

1 The term “Mothers in the paid labour force” was used in versions
of ECEC in Canada until 2014 when the term “Employed mothers”
began to be used. The terms are comparable.

2 Further age breakdowns are available in provincial/territorial
chapter in ECEC in Canada 1992-2019.

238

3 Totals may not add up due to rounding.
4 Canada total figures did not include NT or YT until 2004, while
figures for NU were not available until 2012 (NU was officially

created in 1999).
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TABLE 23 Employment rate of mothers by age of youngest child (rounded estimates 1000s).
Provinces/Canada’ (1998-2019).

With youngest child 0 — 2 years'

1998 2001 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2019

P/T (%) (%) (B (%) (B (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
NL 58 64 71 66 66 68 68 70 68 68
PE 81 77 78 81 78 76 78 85 76 84
NS 63 71 71 76 70 68 74 75 73 74
NB 64 67 70 71 76 76 73 71 70 77
QC 65 67 73 74 74 73 77 77 80 80
ON 65 67 68 69 68 69 71 70 69 70
MB 62 66 68 64 66 62 66 65 67 65
SK 65 65 67 67 69 70 65 71 69 72
AB 64 60 59 63 61 63 60 60 63 66
BC 62 63 67 64 65 66 64 70 68 74
CA 65 66 69 69 69 69 70 70 71 72

With youngest child 3 — 5 _years1

1998 2001 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2019

P/T %) (%) (%) (%) (B (%) (R (%) (B (%)
NL 63 66 67 71 74 73 78 69 79 76
PE 83 79 82 84 85 83 82 85 76 81
NS 70 72 77 77 78 83 77 78 84 79
NB 69 74 75 80 77 81 80 81 84 82
QC 67 75 77 79 80 78 81 82 81 84
ON 72 74 74 76 79 75 75 77 77 75
MB 76 75 77 76 76 71 74 74 75 75
SK 73 74 77 77 77 77 80 76 76 82
AB 71 71 71 69 73 70 73 72 73 76
BC 67 69 74 76 71 75 75 76 74 78
CA 71 73 75 76 77 75 77 77 77 78

1 Note that comparable figures for mothers’ employment rate are not
available for the territories.
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TABLE 23 continued. Employment rate of mothers by age of youngest child (rounded estimates 1000s).
Provinces/Canada’' (1998-2019).

With youngest child 6 — 15 years'

1998 2001 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2019

P/T (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
NL 64 74 78 77 80 83 83 81 83 82
PE 83 85 87 87 86 88 88 88 84 87
NS 73 78 81 82 83 84 86 86 85 86
NB 74 79 79 82 83 84 84 86 86 86
QC 75 79 83 83 85 86 86 86 87 89
ON 79 82 83 84 84 83 83 81 82 83
MB 83 86 86 85 88 86 85 82 84 84
SK 84 82 86 87 87 89 85 84 85 86
AB 84 84 86 81 84 86 84 79 82 85
BC 77 77 79 79 81 80 82 80 81 84
CA 78 81 82 83 84 84 84 82 NA? 85
1 Note that comparable figures for mothers’ employment rate are not 2 ECEC in Canada 2016 did not calculate employment rate of mothers by
available for the territories. age of youngest child (6-15 years). This information can be accessed

in the DEMOGRAPHIC section for each province in ECEC 2016.
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TABLE 24 Number of regulated child care spaces for children 0 — 12 years'. Provinces/territories/Canada (1992-2019).

P/T 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004 2006 2007 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2019
NL 3,568 4,202 4,275 4,226 4,921 5,642 5,868 5,972 6,200 7,200 7,200 8,159 8,110
PE' 4,123 3,888 3,717 4,270 4,100 4,051 4,293 4,424 5,084 4,051 4,262 4,642 5,693
NS 10,826 10,645 11,163 11,464 12,759 12,982 13,247 13,711 15,295 17,321 17,899 19,145 19,016
NB 7,162 7,952 9,204 11,086 11,897 13,163 14,170 15,506 18,785 21,695 25,491 26,851 30,363
QC 78,388 111,452 175,002 234,905 321,732 361,533 364,572 368,909 379,386 401,568 556,447 617,864 663,601

ON 145,545 147,853 167,090 173,135 206,743 229,875 242,488 256,748 276,410 292,997 334,010 405,570 466,935

MB 18,977 18,846 20,490 23,022 25634 25984 26,375 27189 29,382 30,614 32,531 34,261 37,459
SK 6,418 7266 7124 7166 7910 8712 8850 9173 10,848 12275 13,314 14,546 16,797
AB’ 51,656 51,088 47033 47,693 63,351 66,288 71177 73,981 82,050 91,884 99,009 109,482 138,892
(46,238) (47,587) (52,528) (54,499) (62,980) (69,610)
BC 42,927 59,794 68,978 72,949 80,230 79,190 82,386 87,538 97170 102,908 106,719 105,902 115,487
YT 1,020 1,060 1307 1348 1369 1330 1293 1262 1,431 1440 1,114 1,145 1,297
NT 963 1,286 1,351 1234 1219 1525 1703 1768 1,785 n/a 1,872 1,776 1,864
NU - - - 932 1,014 987 970 1,013 1,015 1,104 1,140 1,044 1,144

CA 371,573 425,332 516,734 593,430 745,925 811,262 837,392 867,194 921,841 986,842 1,201,008 1,350,387 1,506,658

1 Publicly funded kindergarten was part of the regulated child care system in PEI between 2000 2 School-age child care in Alberta became regulated for the first time in 2004. For purpose of
and September 2010. For the purpose of comparison with other provinces, part day kindergarten comparison with previous years, the 2004, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010 and 2012 figures include
spaces in child care centres were not included in these space figures, so 2012 figures are not total number of spaces with and without school-age care. After 2012, the AB figures include
directly comparable to earlier figures. school-age spaces.
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TABLE 25 Percent (rounded) of children 0 — 5 years for whom there was a regulated part or full time child care centre space’.
Provinces/territories/Canada (1992-2019).

P/T 1992 (%) 1995(%) 1998 (%) 2001 (%) 2004 (%) 2006 (%) 2008 (%) 2010(%) 2012(%) 2014(%) 2016(%) 2019 (%)

NL 7 9 11 12 13 17 17 18 19 192 24 25
PE’ 30 29 31 38 38 42 41 42 47° 32 39 41
NS NA NA NA NA NA 25 22 23 24 26 27 25
NB NA NA NA 12 NA 18 20 21 31 21 29 35
QC 9 9 12 17 22 26 25 29 36 30 38 42
ON 12 NA 12 (est.) 14 (est.) 15 17 20 20 21 23 19* 21
MB 13 14 15 18 20 20 21 23 21 23 24 25
SK 4 4 5 5 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 17
AB 18 18 18 18 19 18 17 20 20 20 22 22
BC 10 11 12 15 16 17 18 20 24 23 24 27
YT 25 - - - 36 26 28 28 29 28 31 41
NT 10 - - - 19 21 23 23 NA 26 27 21
NU - - - - 23 21 20 21 21 23 18 22
CA 11.5 11.5 12.6 14.9 171 191 20.3 21.8 22.5 241 25.0° 26.9
1 The figures represented here include only centre based care for 0 - 5 year olds. Regulated family 4 ON 2016 figures were recalculated from ECEC 2016 to remove kindergarten-age spaces from

child care is not factored into the calculations as breakdowns by age group are not available. the 0 - 5 age group, which should have been included in out of school hours child care. The CA
2 Figures for NL were not available in 2014; the 2012 figures were used in this table for 2014. 2016 percent in this table reflects the recalculated ON figure.

3 PEl introduced publicly funded part day kindergarten in September 2000 for the first time as
part of regulated child care. In 2010 kindergarten moved to the public education system. For the
purpose of comparison with other jurisdictions, part day kindergarten spaces were not included
in the totals 2001-2010.
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TABLE 26 Total number of child care centres'. Provinces/territories/Canada (1992-2019).

P/T 2004 2006 2007 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2019
NL 151 165 167 172 172 192 192 205 189
PE 142 131 136 144 143 102 115 119 144
NS 382 383 386 380 409 332 390 363 359
NB 357 361 384 415 491 542 605 627 673
QC 996 1,918 1,986 2,020 2,215 2,612 2,997 3,249 3,563
ON 3,874 4,175 4,480 4,582 4,803 4,922 4,361 5,276 5,523
MB 567 574 583 595 635 640 666 689 713
SK 153 173 179 187 222 259 282 310 335
AB 1,701 1,681 1,699 1,739 1,974 2,178 2,276 2,402 2,789
BC? 3,133 2,933 3,095 3,280 2,792 2,864 2,963 2,932 3,099
YT 37 41 34 32 39 35 36 36 40
NT 49 51 67 67 59 59 56 64 62
NU 46 45 43 45 47 52 54 48 53
CA 11,588 10,713 13,239 11,919 12,027 14,789 14,993 16,320 17,542
1 Included in child care centres are all regulated centre 2 In BC, the number of centres is less than the sum

based facilities - full day, part day and out of school of individual program categories as facilities may be

hours and others but not family child care. licensed for more than one type of program. The total

number of centres reported in 2004-2008 was the
sum of the individual program categories and is not
comparable to the 2010-2019 numbers.
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TABLE 27 Total allocations' for regulated child care (unadjusted dollars, rounded in millions). Provinces/territories/Canada (1992-2019).

2003- 2005- 2007- 2009 - 2011 - 2013 - 2015 - 2018 -

P/T 1992 ($) 1995($) 1998($) 2001 ($) 2004 ($) 2006($) 2008($) 2010($) 2012($) 2014($) 2016($) 2019°($)
NL 1.7 3.0 B 7.75 9.6 12.3 19.8 20.5 21.2 21.2° 39.3 47.7
PE’ 2.8 1.7 2.6 4.2 4.7 4.7 6.2 6.4 12.5 121 11.8 19.1
NS 1.4 11.8 15.7 12.9 19.8 23.7 37.2 39.0 43.2 46.2 42.9 64.7
NB 3.7 3.2 5.5 11.8 13.9 22.5 26.2 28.9 35.0 38.7 42.2 71.7
QC 140.7 203.7 299.9 1,092.4 1,560.0 1,678.9 1,730.6 1,998.7° 1,998.7° 2,485.4 2,559.1 2,653.8
ON 420.1 541.8 470.5 451.5 497.4 5341 780.4 801.8 865.1 960.1 1169.8 1,894.3
MB 42.2 45.2 45..2 62.9 73.0 86.3 106.0 116.6 134.4 139.4 156.6 174.0
SK 12.3 12.7 15.8 16.4 19.6 22.8 47.1 53.7 62.7 64.8 64.5 84.5
AB 66.6 67.6 54.3 57.5 53.6 72.5 105.7 190.6 257.6 263.1 263.8 351.1
BC 55.8 98.7 128.9 164.6 140.7 176.1 216.7 227.5 227.2 227.4 231.4 498.0
YT 2.4 4.2 4.8 4.4 5.2 5.4 6.4 7.4 7.7 7.7 6.3 9.5
NT 2.3 1.7 2.3 1.6 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.55 4.5 4.5 6.9
NU’ NA NA NA 1.9 1.8 2.3 2.5 2.8 3.0 2.6 3.7 5.2
CA 762.0 995.3 1,048.6 1,889.8 2,401.9 2,940.1 3,087.4 3,496.5 3,670.7 4,273.4 4,595.9 5,880.5

1 These figures are budgeted allocations, not spending. 5 This figure includes spending on school-age child care from 2008, as more recent information

2 Total allocations for 2019-2020 include federal funding transferred to provinces/territories was not available.
through ELCC agreements. 6 Figures for NT were not available in 2012; the 2010 figures were used in this table for 2012.

3 Figures for NL were not available in 2014; the 2011-2012 figures were used in this table for 7 NU became a territory separate from NT in 1999.

2013-2014.

4 Between 2000 and September 2010, PEI’s kindergartens were part of the child care system. For
the purpose of comparison with other jurisdictions, these figures do not include PEI’s spending
on part day kindergarten between 2000 and 2010.
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TABLE 28 Allocation per each regulated child care space' (unadjusted dollars $). Provinces/territories/Canada (1992-2019).

2003- 2005- 2007- 2009- 2011- 2013- 2015- 2018-
P/T 1992 ($) 1995($) 1998($) 2001 ($) 2004 ($) 2006($) 2008($) 2010($) 2012($) 2014($) 2016($) 2019 ($)’
NL 468 709 772 1,835 1,958 2,183 3,323 3,310 2,948 2,948° 4,818 5,883
PE 671 433 694 1,334* 1,137° 1,166* 1,407* 1,265% 3,078 2,843 2,547 3,349
NS 1,055 1,113 1,405 1,125 1,549 1,825 2,710 2,552 2,495 2,582 2,240 3,404
NB 509 402 600 1,066 1,168 1,707 1,692 1,540 1,613 1,519 1,572 2,362
QC 1,795 1,828 1,713 4,651 4,849 4,644 4,691 5,268 4,977 4,466 4,142 3,999
ON 2,887 3,664 2,816 2,608 2,406 3,611 3,040 2,901 2,952 2,874 2,884 4,057
MB 2,221 2,399 2,205 2,731 2,848 3,322 3,898 3,967 4,388 4,286 4,572 4,645
SK 1,918 1,750 2,210 2,279 2,483 2,614 5138 4,952 5,104 4,870 4,433 5,028
AB 1,290 1,324 1,154 1,206 846 1,093 1,429 2,323 2,803 2,657 2,422 2,528
BC 1,300 1,650 1,868 2,256 1,754 2,224 2,476 2,341 2,207 2,131 2,175 4,312
YT 2,390 3,914 3,645 4,086 3,796 4,067 5,079 5,143 5,320 6,877 5,463 7,302
NT 2,374 1,328 1,681 1,298 2,085 1,666 1,438 1,424 NA 2,394 2,534 3,723
NU N/A N/A N/A 2,001 1,091 2,345 2,438 2,733 2,742 2,285 3,501 4,527
CA 2,051 2,340 2,029 3,185 3,223 3,259 3,560 3,792 3,719 3,558 3,405 3,903
1 These figures are based on total provincial allocations and total number of regulated child care 2 Figures for NL were not available in 2014; the 2012 figures were used in this table.

spaces. Thus, they are merely approximations of actual allocation of funding per space. 32001, 2003-2004, 2005-2006, 2007-2008 and 2009-2010 figures for PEI do not include part
22018-2019 figures include total provincial/territorial and federal allocations through ELCC day kindergarten expenditure in child care centres or spaces for the purpose of comparison with
bilateral agreements. other jurisdictions.
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TABLE 29 Percent of regulated part and full day centre spaces for 0 — 12 year olds that are for-profit. Provinces/territories/Canada (1992-2019).

P/T  1992(%) 1995(%) 1998(%) 2001(%) 2004 (%) 2006 (%) 2008 (%) 2010(%) 2012(%) 2014(%) 2016(%) 2019 (%)

NL 78 66 61 64 73 69 70 72 65 65 72 70*
PE 35 32 42 46 70? 567 587 58? 80 64 59 65
NS 40 40 43 43 45 46 50 52 53 55 55 56
NB 43 40 NA NA 70 64° 67° 62° 62° 63° 62° 65
QC 18 18 14 14 12 13 14 17 22 19 20 20
ON 24 20 17 17 22 23 24 25 25 24 22 21
MB 10 12 13 8 8 6 5 5 5 5 5 5
SK 6 2 1 1 0 0.6 0 0 0.5 0.6 2 2
AB 65 62 59 56 54 49 51 50 51 53 58 59
BC 39 39 40 42 NA NA 42 43 44 47 49 53
YT 14 25 26 27 26 31 36 44 64 61 58" 70
NT 18 8 3 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 0
NU - - - - 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
CA 30 28 24 23 20’ 21" 25 28 29 26* 27¢ 28*
1 Canada-wide percentages for 2004 and 2006 did not include British Columbia or New 3 Percentage estimate provided by provincial officials.
Brunswick, which had substantial for-profit child care sectors. 4 These figures were corrected and a revised document issued January 12 2021.

2 For the purpose of comparison with other jurisdictions where kindergarten is in the public
education system, these figures did not include part day kindergarten. As of September 2010,
kindergarten moved to the public education system.
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TABLE 30 Median monthly parent fees for preschool-age children in Canada’s large cities.' Provinces/
territories/Canada (2014-2019).

P/T City  Typeoffee 2014 ($) 2016 ($) 2017($) 2018 (%) 2019 (%)
NL St. John’s Set fee 868 955 868 760 660
Market fee - - - - 955
PE Charlottetown Set fee - 608 586 586 586
Market fee - - - 590 -
NS Halifax 781 825 823 867 861
NB Saint John - 716 694 694 664
Moncton - - - - 722
Fredericton - - - - 690
QC Gatineau Set fee 152 183 183 190 179
Market fee - - - 911 933
Laval Set fee 152 183 183 190 179
Market fee - - - 803 825
Montreal Set fee 152 168 168 175 179
Market fee - - - 781 825
Longueuil Set fee 152 183 183 190 179
Market fee - - - 825 846
Quebec City Set fee 152 183 183 190 179
Market fee - - - 955 982
ON Windsor 749 879 781 781 662
London 911 1,120 1,010 1,044 1,055
Kitchener 846 1,085 975 1,019 1,020
Hamilton 807 1,052 931 977 825
Brampton 977 1,128 1,050 1,146 955
Mississauga 977 1,200 1,052 1,127 1,042
Oakville - - - - 1,210
Richmond Hill - - - - 1,100
Vaughan - 1,150 1,031 1,085 1,120
Toronto 998 1,354 1,212 1,150 1,207
Markham - 1,120 1,017 1,078 1,180
Ottawa 949 1,109 1,009 1,007 1,010
MB Winnipeg Set fee 451 451 451 451 451
Market fee - - 1,400 982 963
SK Saskatoon 645 790 710 730 740
Regina - 635 575 597 620
Source: Macdonald, D., &; Friendly, M. (2020). In Progress: Note: Collection of fee data began different years in different cities,
Child care fees in Canada 2019. Ottawa: Canadian Centre for hence, missing data.
Policy Alternatives. 1 Most P/Ts do not have set fees. In four provinces, at least half the

child care spaces are at a provincially set fee: QC, PE, MB, and NL.
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TABLE 30 continued. Median monthly parent fees for preschool-age children in Canada’s large cities." (2014-2019).

P/T City  Typeoffee 2014 (%) 2016 ($) 2017($) 2018 (%) 2019 ($)
AB Calgary 924 1,050 1,000 1,015 1,075
Edmonton 746 891 885 835 875
Lethbridge - - - - 830
BC Vancouver 870 1,292 950 1,000 954
Richmond 1,200 980 975 955
Burnaby 755 1,200 840 900 850
Surrey 868 920 800 850 850
Kelowna - - - - 810
YT Whitehorse - - - - 835
NT Yellowknife - - - - 890
NU Iqaluit - - - - 1,213
Source: Macdonald, D., &; Friendly, M. (2020). In Progress: Note: Collection of fee data began different years in different cities,
Child care fees in Canada 2019. Ottawa: Canadian Centre for hence, missing data.
Policy Alternatives. 1 Most P/Ts do not have set fees. In four provinces, at least half the

child care spaces are at a provincially set fee: QC, PE, MB, and NL.
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