We are organizing a fundraising opportunity to help the Ottawa child care community to get to Winnipeg! 
The Childcare 2020 from Vision to Action Conference is the first national child care policy conference in a decade, and the fourth in Canada’s history. The purpose of the Conference is to renew action on early learning and child care in Canada. www.childcare2020.ca
You will see from the Conference Agenda that large and small plenary sessions will focus on critical policy questions related to child care as a human right, the relationship between child care and education, the special and particular concerns of indigenous communities, and how to better support the ECE workforce. Workshops organized by the Child Care Advocacy of Canada, will give hands-on guidance on how to expand citizen and government support for child care. 
On Saturday June 14th the “Walk onto Winnipeg Walk-a-thon” will provide a way for centres or individuals to raise funds to get themselves out to Winnipeg.  All you need to do is ask parents, staff, family and friends to sponsor you and then come out on the 14th for a wonderful 5K walk along the Canal from Fifth Avenue to Dows Lake and back again! 

Help ensure the Ottawa community is well represented at this historic conference! 

For more information on the Walk onto Winnipeg Walk-a-thon please contact Shellie Bird 613-233-0228



______________________________________________________________

CONFERENCE AGENDA AT A GLANCE

Thursday, November 13

9 am to 4 pm: Special Research Conference
4pm - 6pm: Introductory Discussion: Early Childhood Education and Child Care Policy in Canada

An orientation that will speak to what brings us all to Winnipeg in 2014, describes the current state of child care in Canada, and reviews highlights of the last four decades of child care policy and the child care movement. 
English/French Language Interpretation will be provided.
7:30 – 9:30 pm:  Keynote Speaker (TBA) ​
Friday, November 14
8:30 -10:15 am: Plenary Session

Panel: Visions of Early Childhood Education and Child Care.
A conversation with three policy experts from Canada and abroad about what constitutes the best way forward for early childhood education and child care in Canada. English/French Language Interpretation will be provided.
2 – 3:45 pm: Political Panel

Leaders of the federal political parties sitting in the House have been invited to speak to the conference about their respective vision for the future of early childhood education and child care.  The leaders’ presentations will be followed by a question-answer period. English/French Language Interpretation will be provided.
4 – 6 pm: Break Out Groups 

Space will be available for participants to organize themselves into groups based on constituencies, such as region, or based on topics of common interest, for example: sharing information on rural child care, child care issues in the North, inclusion of children with special needs, family home child care.

Saturday, November 15
9:30 – 11:30 am: Mini-Plenaries and Workshops
11:45 – 12:15 am: Keynote Speaker (TBA)

Early Childhood Education and Child Care – What Canada’s Indigenous Peoples Need and Want. 
2 pm – 4 pm: Panel and Final Plenary Session: How We Move Forward
The concluding session in which participants and panelists will reflect on the opportunities and challenges ahead as we move forward to realize our vision for early childhood education and child care.  Participants will share and discuss their own hopes for the future and ideas for action. ​English/French Language Interpretation will be provided.
Topics for Mini-Plenaries
Each of the ten mini plenaries addresses a key element of a vision for child care in Canada. Each has a starting point for discussion that will strive to move that vision forward. The mini plenaries will offer panel presentations covering a diversity of issues and will encourage participants to share their perspectives and generate answers to some of the hard questions we face in achieving the vision.

1. Who is responsible for child care?

The panel and conference participants will explore the concept of child care as a shared social responsibility and a public good and will examine how child care is viewed in Canada and internationally. Where child care fits within a broader policy agenda and how complementary social programs such as maternity and parental leave should be integrated will also be considered. The group will discuss how the availability or lack of child care affect child care rights, women’s equality, economic inequality, social justice and a poverty reduction strategy.

 

2. How can the partnership between early childhood education and child care be strengthened?
The panel and conference participants will look at the relationship between early childhood education and child care in Canada and other countries from multiple perspectives—pedagogy, governance, human resources and financing. They will examine why child care and early childhood education programs (like kindergarten) continue to be treated separately in Canadian public policy and what lessons have been learned about how to forge full integration.
 3. Who pays for child care now and how should it be paid for in the future?
A sustainable child care system that delivers full universal access and high quality will require substantial direct base public funding as well as dedicated capital funding. The panel and conference participants will examine how child care is paid for now and whether the current funding arrangements work. They will discuss what balance needs to be struck between parent fees and public funding and the most effective ways of funding a child care system

 
4. How will governments pay for a child care system?
Considering a child care system as a valued public good and a necessary public service means addressing how public dollars are spent as well as the issue of taxation levels. The panel and conference participants will discuss the links among adequately financed public services, taxation and public spending such as income splitting, tax deductions and other government expenditure programs.

 

5. What is needed to grow a child care system?

Today, there are only enough regulated child care spaces to cover 20% of Canada’s children. To move to a universal child care system (that is, a space for every child whose parents choose it whether or not they are in the workforce), there must be substantial growth. The panel and conference participants will discuss what is required to make such robust expansion a reality. They will focus on the roles of different levels of government in building the system and where kindergarten fits in. They will consider what public policy, public management and public planning are needed to guide the development of a universal high quality, affordable, public and not-for-profit child care system.

 
6. How will high quality child care services be ensured?

The panel and conference participants will explore the meaning of “high quality” in all child care and early childhood settings and the components of high quality provision from the perspectives of children and families. They will deliberate on the ways in which public policy can shape and maintain high quality in child care services.

 

7. How will the child care needs of Indigenous communities be met?

The panel and participants will reflect on the current context—that access to child care and other early childhood programs is even more limited for Indigenous children than for other Canadian children and what needs to be done to change this. They will also consider how the development of child care for Indigenous children and families must be a process determined and embraced by Indigenous communities.

 

8. How do we move from child care as a commodity to child care as a publicly funded system?

A child care system—not a market that treats child care as a commodity—is fundamental to building full access to the universal high quality child care services envisioned. The panel and conference participants will talk about what constitutes a child care “system” and compare that with what we have now. They will consider how and why a market model is a barrier to building the high quality child care services that are accessible to all Canadian children and families regardless of where they live or their economic circumstances.

 

9. What are the training and education requirements for a high quality child care workforce?

The panel and conference participants will deliberate on how much, and what kinds of training and education are needed for front-line ECEs, centre directors, system support staff, post-secondary educators and policy makers who provide and support the child care system. The discussion will include consideration of training and education for family child care providers and school age staff. 

 

10. How should the child care workforce be supported?

To achieve high quality child care services, well-educated educators must be supported by good wages, working conditions, recognition and infrastructure. The panel and conference participants will discuss the vital importance of wages, working conditions, professionalism, unionization, leadership and infrastructure. They will consider how these factors affect program quality through improvements to morale, respect and recognition, better recruitment and retention of well-educated and qualified staff and ongoing quality improvement.

Workshop Topics

In addition to the mini-plenaries, and scheduled concurrently, three workshops will be offered that will engage participants in addressing key questions facing the child care movement. These workshops, organized by the Child Care Advocacy Association of Canada, will be designed to be fully participatory with an emphasis on sharing strategies and tactics and generating ideas for action to energize both new and long-time advocates.

 

1.  How can we engage Canadians on the issue of Child Care?

Conference participants, along with invited experts, will reflect on what polling and research tell us about how we should craft our messages. They will discuss how we can best reach Canadians - those directly involved with child care issues and those who are not.

 

2.  How can we win support from decision-makers?

Conference participants, along with invited experts, will consider the best ways to frame our issues when it comes to convincing decision-makers to respond to our concerns. They will share lessons learned from within child care and the broader social justice movement about what has worked, what still works and what can work in the future.

 

3. How can we strengthen and grow the child care movement?

Conference participants, along with invited experts, will focus on how to energize the child care movement through the recruitment of more activists, especially young activists, and will come up with strategies to galvanize a new generation to carry the torch forward.

