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Abstract 

A number of authors have investigated the impact of early childhood education and care programs on the development of children. Often they have focused on the effects on children from socio-economically

disadvantaged families. To assess the effects of various preschool programs on cognitive development, recent key studies were reviewed. In addition, the extent to which these programs could establish equal educational

opportunities for children from different social backgrounds was evaluated. Program start, intensity, and duration were considered. The findings indicate that the vast majority of recent early education and care programs

had considerable positive short-term effects and somewhat smaller long-term effects on cognitive development and that in relative terms children from socio-economically disadvantaged families made as much or slightly

more progress than their more advantaged peers. Despite this, early childhood education and care cannot compensate completely for developmental deficits due to unfavorable learning conditions in disadvantaged

milieus. Implications for research and policy are discussed.

Source URL (modified on 27 Jan 2022): https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/16/12/how-does-early-childhood-care-and-education-affect

Links
[1] https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/16/12/how-does-early-childhood-care-and-education-affect [2]

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/222546839_How_Does_Early_Childhood_Care_and_Education_Affect_Cognitive_Development_An_International_Review_of_the_Effects_of_Early_Interventions_for_Children_from_Different_Social_Backgrounds

[3] https://childcarecanada.org/category/region/international [4] https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/child-development [5] https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/early-intervention

1

https://childcarecanada.org
https://childcarecanada.org/
https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/16/12/how-does-early-childhood-care-and-education-affect
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/222546839_How_Does_Early_Childhood_Care_and_Education_Affect_Cognitive_Development_An_International_Review_of_the_Effects_of_Early_Interventions_for_Children_from_Different_Social_Backgrounds
https://childcarecanada.org/category/region/international
https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/child-development
https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/early-intervention
https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/16/12/how-does-early-childhood-care-and-education-affect
https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/16/12/how-does-early-childhood-care-and-education-affect
https://childcarecanada.org/category/region/international
https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/child-development
https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/early-intervention

	How does early childhood care and education affect cognitive development? An international review of the effects of early interventions for children from different social backgrounds [1]

