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Introduction

The AECEO is the professional association for Early Childhood Educators (ECEs) in Ontario. We support ECEs in their professional practice
and advocate for the recognition and appropriate compensation of the profession. Our members are working throughout Ontario in
programs for young children and their families, including regulated child care, full-day kindergarten, family resource programs and support
services for children with disabilities, among others.

As ECEs, we support the government of Ontario’s commitment to transforming the way early years and child care/early learning programs
are delivered in the province. As studies have shown, investment in early childhood education and care (ECEC) through accessible, quality,
and affordable options has significant positive economic implications for individuals and for society.

MPP Indira Naidoo-Harris, Minister responsible for Early Years and Child Care has referred to the government’s commitment as Ontario’s
opportunity to be transformative, to be groundbreaking and to be visionary (Toronto Consultation, December 7th 2016). The AECEO
applauds this significant commitment and we look forward to working with the government in addressing barriers to EC workforce
advancement. We also applaud the government’s commitment to the consultation process, as consultation with the early years and child
care sector is a vital component of this transformation. The AECEO requests that the Ministry of Education release a summary of what they
heard from the community through the consultation process as we work together to “get this done right”
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