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Excerpts from the Speech from the Throne:

For a decade, all governments have understood that the most important investment that can be made is in our children. That is why, even

when it was fighting the deficit, the Government established the National Child Benefit&emdash;the most significant national social

program since Medicare.

There is more that must be done to help families help their children. Parents must have real choices; children must have real opportunities

to learn. The time has come for a truly national system of early learning and child care, a system based on the four key principles that

parents and child care experts say matter&emdash;quality, universality, accessibility and development.

The Government will put the foundations in place with its provincial and territorial partners, charting a national course that focuses on

results, builds on best practices and reports on progress to Canadians. Within this national framework, the provinces and territories will

have the flexibility to address their own particular needs and circumstances.
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