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Celebrating 30 years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

The Convention on the Rights of the Child protects the right of all children, everywhere, to be free from discrimination, violence and

neglect. It means that, for example:

children need to be treated with dignity and respect;

that they should be cared for, develop and be part of their communities;

that they have a right to an education, to express their own opinions and to participate in decisions that concern them;

and that they have the right to be protected against all violence and discrimination, wherever they live, regardless of their ethnic or

social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.

Children have human rights and they should be empowered to claim them. Thirty years ago, the Convention recognised children as their

own beings entitled to non-negotiable rights. Nearly all Governments - to the exclusion of one - have pledged to respect, protect and

promote those rights. This makes the Convention one of the most visionary and universally accepted human rights agreement in history.

This anniversary creates a momentum for the international community to step up its efforts to make children thrive, and to renew their

commitment to protect and promote all their human rights. While notable progress has been achieved in the past three decades,

significant challenges remain, in particular for girls, children with disabilities and children in disadvantaged and vulnerable situations.

Let’s realize the timeless vision of all human rights for all children: getting closer to ending child poverty and enhancing child survival;

ending child marriages and increasing the number of children enrolled in schools; ending children’s social exclusion and fostering their

equal access to essential services; no longer silencing children and instead letting them participate meaningfully in decisions that concern

them.

Let all children thrive! Let us stand, alongside them, for their human rights!

CRC30 Events

The Convention was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 20 November 1989. As we lead-up to the Convention’s 30th birthday, a

series of event will be organized in celebration.

In Geneva:In Geneva:

Commemorative conference, 18-20 November 2019, Palais des Nations

High-level mainstreaming panel on CRC30, 43rd session of the UN Human Rights Council

An event organized by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, 16 September 2019, Palais des Nations. 

An exhibition to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 16-27 September 2019, Palais des

Nations.

In New York:In New York:

Commemorative event, 20 November 2019, United Nations headquarters

Country Pledges

The Committee on the Rights of the Child, which is the body in charge of monitoring States compliance with the provisions of the

Convention, is encouraging States parties to renew their commitment to the Convention by pledging to take one specific and measurable

action for the promotion, protection and realization of the rights of the child. On 8 March, the Committee requested Member States to

provide information to the Committee on their commitments with respect to children’s rights, as well as national initiatives, in celebration

of the 30th anniversary of the Convention.
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The Committee is also supporting the various initiatives of its partners to celebrate the anniversary.

Related Link

Canadian early learning and child care and the Convention on the Rights of the Child  [3](especially see Conclusion)
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