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Executive summary

Non-profit organizations have often been favoured by governments in the delivery of early learning and child care services; they are

viewed as superior agents in safeguarding public interests in quality and accountability. However, studies of Canadian early learning and

child care services have not yet been able to establish whether non-profit status is

a reliable indicator and determinant of quality of service, or under what conditions this would be true. Further, it is not clear whether the

“quality-enhancing” role of non-profit status depends on the particular agencies currently involved and would not be preserved if the

provision of early learning and child care services were to be significantly expanded.

This project will investigate the current and potential future role of non-profit organizations in the provision of early learning and child

care services. There are four broad objectives:

To clearly identify hypotheses about causal mechanisms and processes determining a distinct role for non-profit organizations in

ELCC;

To describe and evaluate the policy perspectives and experiences of Canadian jurisdictions and OECD countries with non-profit and

for-profit ELCC services;

To assess, using both simple and sophisticated statistical techniques, the data on the behaviour of non-profits from YBIC!;

To collect significant contextual evidence about the operation of non-profits in Canadian ELCC, and to assess whether these

operations are likely to be significantly changed by expansion of the system of ELCC services in Canada

The intended result of the project will be to produce insightful analyses of the current and future role of non-profits in an expanded system

of ELCC services. Ultimately this would contribute to system-design decisions of policy makers.
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