
Author: Naylor, Cornelia

Source: Burnaby Now

Format: Article

Publication Date: 10 Mar 2020

Related link: 

Region: British Columbia [3]

Tags: spaces [4]

infrastructure [5]

investment [6]

Published on childcarecanada.org (https://childcarecanada.org)

Home > School board, city, province partner on 601 new child-care spaces in Burnaby

School board, city, province partner on 601 new child-care
spaces in Burnaby [1]

AVAILABILITY

Access online [2]

EXCERPTED

B.C.’s NDP government may be taking flak from Liberal critics about the pace of its vaunted child-care plan, but the Burnaby school board

isn’t complaining.

The province announced Monday it had agreed to partner with the board on an ambitious home-grown plan to add child-care spaces at

local schools.

The district said the province has agreed to chip in $13.7 million and the City of Burnaby has agree to provide $6.2 million.

All told, the money will help create 601 new spaces at eight different school district sites, including Stride, Marlborough, Cascade Heights,

Rosser, Westridge and Suncrest elementary schools, the new Burnaby North Secondary School and the Marian education center.

Many of the spaces will be housed in new design-built portables.

The centres will be run by non-profits providing “inclusive environments for children, including serving those with extra-support needs, as

well as vulnerable populations, Indigenous communities and families who are new to Canada,” according to a government press release.

Former Burnaby school trustee Katrina Chen, now the minister of state for child care, praised the school board for the plan at a funding

announcement at Westridge Elementary Monday.

“These new spaces are being created through the collective strengths of our partners,” she said. “The City of Burnaby and the Burnaby

school district have been among the first to step up and work with the province to deliver hundreds of spaces at a time. It's this kind of

critical mass we want to see more of for all communities.”

The school board spearheaded the project in December 2018, when it directed staff to look into how more child-care could be put in place

at local schools.

After nine months of study and community consultation, the district unveiled a detailed, three-phased plan in October 2019.

Modular units for the new child-care centres have already been ordered, and delivery is expected to begin in mid-May, according to a

recent buildings and grounds committee report.
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