Published on childcarecanada.org (https://childcarecanada.org)

Home > Why is high-quality child care essential? The link between quality child care and early learning

Why is high-quality child care essential? The link between
quality child care and early learning ..

Lessons in Learning

Author: Canadian Council on Learning. Early Childhood Learning Knowledge Centre.
Source: Canadian Council on Learning. Early Childhood Learning Knowledge Centre.
Format: Article

Publication Date: 31 May 2006

AVAILABILITY
Article in html 2

Description:

Lessons in Learning is published every two weeks [by the Canadian Council on Learning] to provide Canadians with independent
information about 'what works' in learning. Each publication is approximately 2,000 words, and focuses on a specific topical issue. All
articles follow a consistent format and provide links to sources of data and related research.

Excerpts from the article:

Child care is essential for parents who work. Child care makes it possible for women to pursue jobs and education&emdash;boosting the
Canadian economy while ensuring greater economic security for their families. But even parents who can provide full-time care
themselves occasionally need help or believe it is good for their children to play and learn with other children: these parents, too, can find
themselves searching for child care.

However, parents should not settle for just any child care.

Research shows that the quality of the child care is key, that quality is the most powerful promoter of positive child development, early
learning and school readiness. Further, quality child care can also serve as a family support program, providing parents with valuable and
up-to-date information on child health, development and nutrition, and how they can help prepare their children for school. It can help
families, particularly those at risk, to create a more supportive and caring home environment.
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