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Excerpt from executive summary: The results presented in this paper show that children are more likely to participate in nonparental care

settings when their responding parent (the person who responded to the survey as the adult most knowledgeable about the child) is

employed. However, even when their responding parent is not employed, between 44 and 57 percent of young children (and even higher

percentages when three- to five-year olds are examined separately) participate in nonparental care settings, depending on family income.

These results highlight the dual role that early care and education serves in the lives of children and families-both as a support for parental

employment and, especially for children age three and older, as an opportunity to participate in settings with social and educational

resources that can prepare them for school. The results also underscore patterns of child care use that differ according to family

resources, with children from higher-income families-regardless of their responding parent's employment status-more likely to use

center-based care.
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