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Excerpted from abstract

Paternity leave has been introduced in many countries as a way to foster father’s co-responsibility in family obligations. This study aims to
analyse, for the Spanish case, if (1) the positive effects of the paternity leave are not only limited to the short term, but are maintained at
medium and long term; (2) if a similar effect applies in the case of unemployment periods. Based on a subsample of 3388 cases derived
from the Spanish Fertility Survey 2018, we perform OLS regression analysis of father's involvement in childcare and housework. Our
analysis shows that longer leaves are related to a greater involvement in care and housework activities, although only in the former, the
effect is maintained in the long term. Regarding unemployed fathers, these individuals show more involvement in childcare during the first
year, but the effect vanishes later and there is no significant relationship with housework.
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