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Excerpted from press release

Every child deserves the best possible start in life, and all parents should have the ability to build both a family and career. Yet, too many

families across Canada lack access to affordable, inclusive, and high-quality child care. The COVID-19 pandemic has also made it clear that

without access to child care, too many parents – especially women – cannot fully participate in the workforce.

That is why the Government of Canada has laid out a plan to provide Canadian parents with, on average, $10�a�day child care spaces for

children under six years old. This plan to build a Canada�wide, community�based early learning and child care system will make life more

affordable for families, create new jobs, get parents back into the workforce, and grow the middle class, while giving every child a real and

fair chance at success.

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, virtually joined the Premier of Nunavut, P.J. Akeeagok, today to announce an agreement that will

support an average of $10�a�day licensed child care in the territory by March 2024, two years ahead of the federal target. By the end of

2022, parent fees for licensed child care will be reduced by 50 per cent on average, saving families hundreds of dollars per month. This

would mean a family in Iqaluit would save an estimated total of up to $14,000 per year on child care fees. This will apply to parents with

children up to six years old in licensed child care spaces.

Through the agreement, the governments of Canada and Nunavut will work together to improve access to quality, affordable, flexible, and

inclusive early learning and child care programs and services. This includes creating 238 new licensed early learning and child care spaces

by the end of March 2026, with federal funding of $66 million over five years.

This agreement will fund critical services, and grow a strong and skilled workforce of early childhood educators, including through the

creation of a wage grid and greater opportunities for training and professional development. Nunavut is also proposing to invest up to 25

per cent of the federal funding on increased wages for early childhood educators. Additionally, the agreement will support a child care

system that is fully inclusive of children with disabilities and children needing enhanced or individual supports, and ensures all families

have equitable access to high-quality, affordable child care no matter where in the territory they live.

The agreement also includes a clear commitment to continue to work collaboratively with representative Inuit organizations to ensure

that all children in the territory have access to Inuit-specific Indigenous early learning and child care.

Since 2015, the federal government has been helping make life more affordable for families. This includes programs like the Canada Child

Benefit (CCB), which is increased annually to help families keep up with the costs of living and raising their children. The CCB puts more

money into the pockets of nine out of 10 Canadian families with children and has helped lift 435,000 children out of poverty. The time for a

Canada-wide early learning and child care system is now. The Government of Canada will continue to work with territories, provinces, and

Indigenous partners across the country to make life easier and more affordable for families, grow the middle class, create jobs, help

parents return to the workforce, and give children across the country a better start in life.

Quotes

“All families should have access to affordable child care. That is why we’re making $10�a�day child care

a reality across the country. Today’s agreement with Nunavut is an important step forward to

delivering on our Canada-wide early learning and child care system, which will save families thousands

of dollars each year, create jobs, grow the middle class, and give our kids the best start in life.”

The Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada

“The investments that we make into early learning opportunities for our children today determine our

future. Safe, reliable, and affordable child care will not only yield positive outcomes in our children’s
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development, but it will also help families make ends meet. By the end of 2022, parents will see their

daycare fees cut by half, and by March 2024, these fees will be reduced to $10 per day.”

The Hon. P.J. Akeeagok, Premier of Nunavut

“Affordable, high-quality child care is both an economic and social policy. It gives our children the best

possible start in life and enables mothers and fathers to work, thereby increasing our workforce and

growing the economy. Fee reductions in the coming year and the eventual average of $10 a day will

deliver thousands of dollars of savings to families with young children in Nunavut. This agreement with

the Government of Nunavut will help families with the cost of living and strengthens our plan to ensure

Canada has a strong recovery that leaves no one behind.”

The Hon. Chrystia Freeland, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance

“Today, Nunavut joins eleven other provinces and territories as we build our Canada-wide early

learning and child care system, working towards an average of $10-a-day child care by March 2026.

This historic agreement will grow a strong and skilled early childhood educator workforce, and is

another important step on the path to ensuring all families have access to high-quality, affordable,

flexible, and inclusive early learning and child care, no matter where they live.”

The Hon. Karina Gould, Minister of Families, Children and Social Development

“Better access to affordable, high-quality, and culturally relevant child care has the potential to greatly

improve the lives of Nunavummiut. It means a solid foundation for our children, greater employment

opportunities, increased income for families, and the creation of more Inuktut language resources for

child care facilities. The investment and commitments made in today’s agreement will have positive,

long-lasting effects, not just for our children and families, but for all of Nunavut.”

The Hon. Pamela Gross, Nunavut’s Minister of Education
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