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Ontario's New Democrats are promising to implement a minimum wage of $25 an hour for registered early childhood educators if the
party forms government.

The deal the Progressive Conservative government recently struck with Ottawa to bring in average $10-a-day fees for licensed child care
included an $18-an-hour minimum wage for early childhood educators and $20 for supervisors. Under that agreement, the minimum wage
would rise $1 an hour every year until reaching $25.

But advocates have said that $18 is far too low, and early childhood educators need to be paid at least $25 an hour now if Ontario hopes to
recruit and retain enough workers to staff the growing sector.

NDP Leader Andrea Horwath announced Tuesday that she would introduce a $25 minimum wage for registered early childhood educators
and $20 for other program staff, as well as implement a salary grid, which advocates have also been urging.

"We know how important those workers are, they literally not only provide care for our little ones, but they prepare them for their future
with early childhood education, which is extremely, extremely important,” she said.

"But because they're paid so low, because their wages have not been adequate, it's hard to keep child-care workers in the sector."

Gordon Cleveland, a child-care policy expert and associate professor emeritus at the University of Toronto, has said that wages for child-
care staff need to rise significantly because daycares are competing for ECEs with Ontario's full-day kindergarten program, where they are
paid far more.

Horwath also said if she is premier she would work with the sector to design and implement a workforce strategy, including benefits,
pensions, paid planning time and support for workers to upgrade their qualifications.

She did not provide a price tag for the promises, but said the NDP will unveil a fully costed platform.
"We'll certainly be providing that, as we always do," Horwath said.

"What we know for sure is if we don't pay ECEs what they deserve and provide them with good jobs, we are not going to have a child-care
sector in the province of Ontario and that's going to cost a lot of because it's going to mean women and families are not going to be able to
engage in economic activity."
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