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N.L. autism society held its 2nd annual conference this week
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Excerpts

Amid provincial concerns over child care and inclusive education, attendees and speakers at the Autism Society's second annual

conference on Wednesday demanded more resources — and more autonomy — for people with autism.

Last month, advocates told CBC News that dozens of kids with autism were being dismissed from daycares due to a chronic lack of staff,

leaving families without child care.

Jules Edwards, one of the keynote speakers at the conference in St. John's, said although she comes from another part of the world —

Minnesota — she's familiar with that problem.

"Because I didn't have child care I couldn't work, and because I didn't work I didn't have an income, and because I didn't have an income we

had to live in a shelter," she said. "It was a lot of work to dig ourselves out of that."

Edwards, an Anishinaabe autistic advocate and mother of autistic children, said public policy decisions, funding and community support all

play a role.

"This is not something that families can solve independently," she said. "It is society's responsibility to make sure that people have the

resources they need to survive."

Provincial Education Minister John Haggie has called the dismissals "utterly unacceptable," saying the government is working with

daycare operators. 

Haggie has also pointed to a new wage grid that means more money for some early childhood educators. Edwards said that higher pay is

badly needed.

"Care work is so underappreciated and underfunded, whether it's somebody working in child care or education or even parent caregivers,"

she said. "It's a systemic problem."

Meghan Ashburn, a mother of autistic kids and the founder of the Not an Autism Mom Facebook page, said in her experience, that systemic

problem extends to the medical system.

Ashburn, who lives in Virginia, spoke about frustrations with doctors and problems getting correct diagnoses.

"Autistic children develop on a different timetable. That doesn't mean they don't develop. It just means they need to be given the space and

the supports in order to develop on their own schedule," she said.
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