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Abstract

The paper argues the case for choosing a democratic culture for education in general and early childhood education in particular. It locates its discussion, and the case made for

democratic culture, in a current context of converging existential crises and the ending of the neoliberal hegemony, making transformative change, though difficult, both urgent and

possible. The concept of ‘democratic culture’ is elaborated and its importance for the production of meaning and for enabling a turn from technical to political thinking and practice

emphasised. Some possible consequences of choosing a democratic culture for early childhood education are considered, in terms of the  political choices that may be made with

respect to the purposes of education, pedagogy and the image of schools, teachers and children. The article ends by considering possible processes of transformative change for early

childhood education, providing examples of local projects that have evolved towards a democratic culture. 

Source URL (modified on 8 Nov 2024): https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/24/01/towards-democratic-culture-and-political-practice-early

Links
[1] https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/24/01/towards-democratic-culture-and-political-practice-early  [2]

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/376108574_Towards_democratic_culture_and_political_practice_in_early_childhood_education_the_case_for_transformative_change_at_a_time_of_converging_Crisis

[3] https://childcarecanada.org/category/region/international [4] https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/democracy [5] https://childcarecanada.org/taxonomy/term/9332 [6]

https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/neo-liberal

1

https://childcarecanada.org
https://childcarecanada.org/
https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/24/01/towards-democratic-culture-and-political-practice-early
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/376108574_Towards_democratic_culture_and_political_practice_in_early_childhood_education_the_case_for_transformative_change_at_a_time_of_converging_Crisis
https://childcarecanada.org/category/region/international
https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/democracy
https://childcarecanada.org/taxonomy/term/9332
https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/neo-liberal
https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/24/01/towards-democratic-culture-and-political-practice-early
https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/24/01/towards-democratic-culture-and-political-practice-early
https://childcarecanada.org/category/region/international
https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/democracy
https://childcarecanada.org/taxonomy/term/9332
https://childcarecanada.org/category/tags/neo-liberal

	Towards democratic culture and political practice in early childhood education: The case for transformative change at a time of converging crisis [1]

