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Abstract

Center-based childcare programs are expanding rapidly in low- and middle-income countries. While the impacts of these programs on
women’s labor market outcomes are consistently positive, what are the impacts on children’s developmental outcomes? We
systematically review 71 studies of center-based childcare interventions that report impacts on children and find that most (93 percent of
studies and 81 percent of estimates) have positive point estimates. Girls tend to benefit more than boys, but poorer children do not
consistently benefit more or less than wealthier children. These results are consistent across experimental and quasi-experimental
studies.
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