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Parents with children at two west-end daycares say they are scrambling to find alternative child-care arrangements after their centres
informed them that fees are set to more than double in the New Year.

Melissa Bruno told CP24 on Tuesday that she recently received a letter from Sunnyside Day Care, the Roncesvalles centre where her son
attends preschool, informing her that in January, the facility will be withdrawing from the national $10-a-day childcare program, which
has reduced parent fees by more than 50 per cent since it was implemented in 2022.

The change, she said, will mean her family will have to fork over nearly $1,200 more a month as the tuition for her son’s preschool spot
jumps from around $900 to $2,090 a month on January 1.

“They know that they have parents between a rock and a hard place,” Bruno said, noting that it is very difficult to get into other daycares
due to lengthy waitlists.

“It's one thing if our daycare just never agreed to go into the program in the first place, but... we made life decisions based off the budget
and the math as it was."

The funding formula change was well-received by many non-profit centres in the sector, Carolyn Ferns, the policy coordinator for the
Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care, previously told CP24.

But some for-profit centres have said that the new funding structure will not give them sufficient autonomy to run their centres how they
see fit.
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