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Description:

Children face many important changes in the first eight years of life, including different learning centres, social groups, roles and expectations.

Their ability to adapt to such a dynamic and evolving environment directly affects their sense of identity and status within their community over

the short and long term. In particular, the key turning points in children's lives &em; such as 'graduating' from kindergarten to primary school or

going through a culturally specific rite of passage &em; provide challenges and opportunities for learning and growth on multiple levels.

This paper provides a review of the major perspectives in research on early childhood transitions and reveals the predominant areas of focus in

both academic and professional studies, as well as important neglected viewpoints and study populations. Beginning with a broad and inclusive

definition of the topic, the authors provide an overview of early childhood transitions research, highlighting the underlying assumptions that

informed the studies. They assess concepts in the developmental theory that preceded transitions research as well as in the logic that determines

how transitions are structured. More recent approaches are examined, including systems theories and the role of children as active participants in

transitions.
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