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Excerpt from the Backgrounder and Executive Summary:

The purpose of this study is to describe how eight countries developed their policies for families and children, and in particular the factors

that led to the development of divergent strategies. The countries studied were Canada, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway,

Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Although much of the family policy literature tends to focus on the role of specific

actors and institutions in the development of family policy, this paper considers the importance of values and ideas in explaining the

emergence of very different family policies in these eight countries....

....The study's perspective differs from much of the comparative family policy literature in several ways. Rather than categorizing different

countries' family policies as being more or less strategic or coherent, we argue that each country in fact has a "story" that explains the

development of specific policies or sometimes the lack of policies. We do not label concern about the impact of dual-earner families on

children as "traditional" or "conservative" but, rather, note that "liberal" values on gender roles are often combined with concerns about

the implications for children. While recognizing that many factors contribute to the development of specific family policies, we explore

whether values, and in particular ambivalence in values with respect to balancing work and family responsibilities and the level of

acceptance of the state's role in the family, are important explanatory variables that have not been explored in the comparative family

policy literature to the same extent as other factors.
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