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Description:

This policy brief examines factors associated with expulsion from prekindergarten (PK). Recent research has explored issues regarding the
rate at which preschoolers (children ages three to four) are expelled from PK programs, as well as some of the factors associated with
expulsion and the effectiveness of mental health consultation to reduce the classroom behavior problems that may lead to expulsion.
Although several factors that predict an increased likelihood of expulsion have been described, this brief addresses those factors that may
inform changes in policy that can be both implemented and regulated.

Based on data from the National Prekindergarten Survey this study found that children are much more likely to be expelled from programs
with high student-teacher ratios and in extended day programs. The results also indicated that teacher job stress, which may be connected
to high student-teacher ratios and extended day programs, is related to high rates of expulsion.
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