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Excerpts from the brief:

[In the U.S.] preschool education is increasingly seen as a middle-income essential. In 2005, two-thirds of 4-year-olds and more than 40
percent of 3-year-olds were enrolled in a preschool education program. This represents a substantial increase over earlier decades,
particularly at age 4. The evidence indicates the increase in enroliment has not reached all segments of the population equally and there
are variations in participation rates regionally within the U.S. This report seeks to identify these important differences and shed light on
how income, education, ethnicity, family structure, maternal employment and geography relate to preschool education program
participation.
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