Published on childcarecanada.org (https://childcarecanada.org)

Home > Early care and education quality and child outcomes

Early care and education quality and child outcomes .,

Author: Burchinal, Peg, Kainz, Kirsten, Cai, Karen, Tout, Kathryn, Zaslow, Martha, Martinez-Beck, Ivelisse, Rathgeb, Colleen
Source: Child Trends, Research-to-Policy brief #1

Format: Fact sheet

Publication Date: 1 May 2009

AVAILABILITY
- Brief in pdf 12

This Research-to-Policy, Research-to-Practice brief series focuses on issues related to the development and refinement of measures to
assess the quality of early childhood and school age care settings. Introduction: States and the federal government have invested in early
care and education programs with an explicit goal of improving school readiness for low-income children. These investments, aimed at
strengthening the quality of care and supporting families’ access to high-quality settings, are based in part on a confluence of research
findings showing a link between program quality and children’s outcomes. Specifically: -Studies of model programs demonstrate that
intensive early childhood services delivered over a period of years can improve children’s cognitive, academic, and social skills with gains
maintained into adulthood. -Larger and more representative descriptive studies suggest that the effects of early care and education, while
smaller than family effects, can be maintained when children go to school. While research to date is quite consistent in showing that
measures of quality in early care and education settings and measures of children’s development are linked when examined in individual
research studies, there has not been a systematic examination of the strength of these relationships across multiple studies. This brief
examines this.
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