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Abstract:

Iceland (1) has claimed the top spot of the World Economic Forum's Global Gender Gap Index 2009 from Norway (3) which slipped to
third position behind Finland (2). Sweden (4) completed the Nordic countries' continued dominance of the top four. The report's Index
assesses countries on how well they are dividing their resources and opportunities among their male and female populations, regardless of
the overall levels of these resources and opportunities. South Africa and Lesotho made great strides in closing their gender gaps to enter
the top 10, at sixth and 10th position respectively. The Philippines (9) lost ground for the first time in four years but remains the leading
Asian country in the rankings. [Canada is ranked 25th]

Out of the 115 countries covered in the report since 2006, more than two-thirds have posted gains in overall index scores, indicating that
the world in general has made progress towards equality between men and women, although there are countries that continue to lose
ground.
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