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Excerpts from the Hansard:
Rona Ambrose (Minister of Public Works and Government Services and Minister for Status of Women, CPC):

Mr. Speaker, today | would ask my hon. colleagues to join me in celebrating the 100th year of International Women's Day.

This year Canada's theme for International Women's Day is "Girls' Rights Matter" because girls face incredible barriers around the world that need to be overcome.

Today | am pleased to be announcing Canada's intent to support a United Nations resolution to establish an international day of the girl later in the fall. This is a great opportunity and one for which | would ask the support
of all parties as we move forward.

Girls play a key role in a nation's prosperity and can become excellent leaders if they are given the opportunity.

It is why at Status of Women Canada we have doubled funding in support of community organizations that want to empower Canadian women and girls in three areas: putting an end to violence and abuse, fostering
greater leadership, and promoting greater economic prosperity.

Today, on International Women's Day, let us take the opportunity to reflect on the progress that has been made, but more importantly, let us look forward and realize the incredible potential we have to help the next
generation soar to new heights.

Anita Neville (Winnipeg South-Centre, Lib):

It is a testament to the women who came before, in civil society, this House and in the Senate, that | rise today to reply to a statement by a female cabinet member responsible for the status of women.

International Women's Day is an opportunity to celebrate these achievements, but also to reflect on how far we have to go and must go to achieve full gender equality and eradicate gender discrimination in its entirety.

Women in Canada also continue to earn, on average, less than men. Despite high educational attainment, this wage gap remains a reminder that we must provide the range of supports necessary so that women can enjoy
full participation in our political and economic life.

While | share the minister's enthusiasm for the great potential of our young women and girls, | believe that this potential will never be fully realized and the wage gap never fully closed if these supports do not exist. The
need for affordable, accessible child care remains great, and Canada has yet to adequately meet this challenge. The need for a national housing strategy is also urgent.

I would encourage the government to respond to the unanimous will of this House and implement a national violence against women prevention strategy. There is also an urgent need for a national action plan on human
trafficking so that Canada's efforts in this area are comprehensive, coordinated and effective.

We in this House have both the mandate and the enormous responsibility to ensure that gender equality and equality of opportunity are real, so that women's potential and women's creativity can be fully embraced for a
better future for all of us.
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