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EXCERPTS:

The New Democratic Party would force oil companies to pay higher taxes to pay for broadened social services, a platform released
Tuesday says.

"Our platformis realistic, practical and committed to making life better for the ordinary families of Newfoundland and Labrador," NDP
Leader Lorraine Michael said in St. John's.

The platform was released the same day that a public opinion poll showed the NDP trending upward in popularity.

Included in the platform are five pledges Michael said would be delivered in the first year of an NDP government.

The party's fourth pledge is titled "giving our children an early start." In the first year after the election, the NDP would begin full-day
Kindergarten, create an early child-care program and would also give early childhood educators an annual wage increase.

In total, New Democrats are promising $142 million in new spending - $74 million from what it called "efficiencies" and $68 million from a
petroleum royalty surtax of three per cent. [Read the text of the NDP platform here.] The party's social spending will focus on improving
the day-to-day lives for people of the province, according to platform documents.

Of the spending in the first year, the two most expensive polices are included in the second pledge that is aimed at making life more
affordable. The NDP promise to eliminate the gas tax is estimated to cost $35 million, while increasing the basic income tax exemption
from $8,000 to $9,000 is projected to cost roughly $22 million.

Although the party intends to phase-in its needs based grants policy with a first year contribution of $4.7 million, the total cost of
implementation is estimated at $18.9 million.

Michael insists her party would maintain a balanced budget.
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