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Summary:

In November 2012, The Muttart Foundation, Success By 6 and Calgary UpStart hosted consultations in 7 Alberta cities to consider the
design of a new provincial framework for early learning and care. The consultations, funded in part with support from the Government of
Alberta Ministries of Human Services and Education, explored how Alberta might, over time, more closely integrate early learning and
care and how a potential framework could be structured to guide and support this process of integration.

The stakeholders invited to attend the consultations included senior staff and volunteers from early learning and care organizations,
senior staff who oversee or work in school- based early learning programs, academic staff from post-secondary institutions as well as staff
from infrastructure organizations that support service delivery.

To support the consultation discussions, the project partners contracted a team of early education and care researchers to prepar ed
background papers that were circulated to the participants in advance of the consultations. The background papers provided an overview
of the main idea of integrating early learning and care and considered the potential features or nature of this integr

ation across the key domains of service design, funding and delivery. The papers summarized the research literature on integration, and
provided examples of how individual jurisdictions have approached integration (copies of these background reports can be downloaded
from the Muttart Foundation website at www.muttart.org/reports 2)).

The consultations followed a similar format. At each meeting, the participants engaged in a series of facilitated discussions that initially
explored the main idea of more closely integrating early learning and care followed by a series of more detailed discussions on the main
design features or elements of a more integrated approach and their expression in a new provincial framework.

Throughout the discussions, participants reco rded their own responses to the various questions they considered on individual feedback
sheets. These sheets were then collected at the end of the consultations, transcribed and analyzed to provide a record of the discussions.
The participant comments were organized according to the main questions they considered and sorted to reflect the key themes and ideas
they expressed. The comments made were not attributed to individual participants.
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