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Excerpt from the introduction:

On 13 June 2012, Private Members' Business M-315 passed in the House of Commons by a vote of 161 to 138. The motion instructed the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance to undertake a study on

income inequality in Canada.

(i) a review of Canada's federal and provincial systems of personal income taxation and income supports, (ii) an examination of best practices that reduce income

inequality and improve GDP per capita, (iii) the identification of any significant gaps in the federal system of taxation and income support that contribute to income

inequality, as well as any significant disincentives to paid work in the formal economy that may exist as part of a "welfare trap," (iv) recommendations on how best to

improve the equality of opportunity and prosperity for all Canadians; and that the Committee report its findings to the House within one year of the adoption of this

motion.

To that end, over the course of three hearings and in written submissions, the Committee received the views of academics, think tanks, associations, individuals and others about a range of issues related to income

inequality in Canada.

Recommendation 11:

That the federal government take steps, in consultation with the provincial and territorial governments, to make early childhood education and child care more accessible and affordable in all areas of the country, including

through increased support for affordable early childhood education and care programs.

 

[Several witnesses and submissions supported the development of a national, publicly funded child care program, including: Campaign 2000, the Broadbent Institute, YWCA Canada, the Child Care Advocacy Association of

Canada, the Women's Action Alliance for Change Nova Scotia, Generation Squeeze, the Social Planning Council of Winnipeg and the Canadian Federation of University Women.]
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