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EXCERPTS:

FREDERICTON -- New Brunswick's Liberal leader wants the provincial government to release inspection reports for daycares.

Brian Gallant says the public should know if inspections are being done and that any problems are being corrected.

"It's to protect our children, it's to ensure that parents have the opportunity to pick which daycare they'll use, and if they've chosen one,

they'll be able to see if it is respecting the standards that it is supposed to respect," Gallant said Tuesday.

The New Brunswick Telegraph-Journal recently made a request under the access to information law for the inspection reports but the

newspaper was denied.

Marie-Claude Blais, the minister of education and early childhood development, said inspection reports can't be released because they

contain personal information.

But Gallant said the government should be able to redact the personal information and release them.

He said the government needs to help prevent problems by arming the public with more information.

"We don't want to wait for something to happen when it could have been avoided because we got the inspections and we would have made

those reports public."

Blais said parents can ask daycare operators for their inspection reports now and new regulations that have been introduced will produce

inspection reports without personal information, which daycare operators will be required to post.

"Parents, users of daycares, will have a chance to see those reports," Blais said.

A spokeswoman for Blais' department says it's expected the new regulations will be proclaimed during this session of the legislature.

-reprinted from CTV News
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