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Excerpts from the report:
Key findings and areas for action
A family's childcare needs do not end when children start school. Far from easing the pressure, the transition to school sees childcare woes
become worse for many parents. Our report finds that out of school childcare is increasingly expensive and difficult to find, presenting
parents with a stark postcode lottery of prices and availability.
Our research shows how parents are faced with widespread shortages in childcare for school age children and highlights the serious
pressures that our of school childcare can place on family budgets. Parents also face large price differences of out of school childcare in the
same area. Many parents struggle not only to find out of school childcare - due to a lack of places - they also have to work around the
pronounced differences in prices in their local area. This all adds up to an out of school childcare landscape that is increasingly hard for
parents to navigate. For many families whether they find affordable and quality childcare is down to luck. Some families are lucky enough
to live near providers who have spaces and have taken action to keep prices. Many are not.
...
The Family and Childcare Trust has four areas for action that would improve out of school childcare:
- Local authorities should be given clear guidance for producing Childcare Sufficiency Assessments. These must cover the needs of school
age children and make action plans for improving provision for this group.
- Government needs to work with Ofsted (and equivalent authorities iin Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) to hold local authorities to
account for assessing the levels of provision and addressing gaps.
- Government should establish statutory entitlements for out of school childcare, especially for groups that are currently facing most
severe gaps in provision: deprived/rural areas/disabled children and older children.
- In England, the Department of Education should work with the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and the Home Office to ensure
sufficient de facto childcare for older children. We want to see similar action in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
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