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EXCERPTS

Unlicensed daycares in Ontario operate under lax and barely enforced rules in a system with legal loopholes, the province's ombudsman

has found in an investigation prompted by the death of a two-year-old girl.

Eva Ravikovich was one of four children in the Greater Toronto Area to die in an unlicensed daycare in a seven-month period, but she was

"a bit like a canary in a coal mine," said ombudsman Andre Marin.

"Her death signalled significant problems beneath the surface," he said in a statement.

Marin cancelled a planned news conference to unveil his report following shootings on and near Parliament Hill in Ottawa.

There are some 823,000 children of school age in unlicensed daycares across the province, Marin said in a news release. But the

government will only conduct an inspection if it has reason to believe the facility has too many children, which usually only happens if a

complaint is made.

Each year the Ministry of Education gets hundreds of complaints about unlicensed daycares and finds more than 25 per cent are

substantiated, he said. However, the system for receiving and responding to those complaints suffers from "entrenched organizational

malaise," Marin said. He slammed the "passive" enforcement culture and inconsistent complaint tracking.

"As lax as the rules are for unlicensed daycares, they were barely being enforced by a bureaucracy that shied away from inspections and

investigations and preferred to use soft tools of encouragement instead," Marin said in a statement.

Marin is not recommending that all daycares be licensed, but is urging the Ministry of Education to consider a centralized registry and

tougher standards for the unlicensed sector.

Though the Ministry of Education is already acting on the bulk of Marin's 113 recommendations, he said it's "too little, too late."

"At a certain point, you have to ask, what could be more pressing, more urgent, than protecting children?" Marin said.

Unlicensed daycare operators can't care for more than five unrelated children under the age of 10, not counting their own kids. But Marin

said 29 children and 14 dogs were allegedly found amid "unsanitary and dangerous conditions" at Eva's daycare.

The ministry failed to follow up on multiple complaints, including from children's aid society officials, about the home daycare in Vaughan,

Ont., Marin said.

Two Education Ministry employees were suspended after it was discovered that a number of complaints about unlicensed daycares went

unanswered in 2012.

The ministry's "ineptitude allowed this brazenly illegal daycare to operate unabated for many months," Marin said.

When Eva died the government was already working on updating the "antiquated" Day Nurseries Act, but it accelerated the reforms and

has introduced a bill in the legislature.

Read more at the Winnipeg Free Press
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