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Ontario cities topped the list of Canada's priciest places for regulated daycare, with child-care costs in some communities taking up more
than a third of women's income.

The study released by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives found Torontonians paid the highest amount to put an infant into
daycare, at an average of $1,676 a month. Those in St. John's paid the second-highest amount at $1,394 a month.

Quebeckers paid the lowest fees in the country due to province-wide government subsidies that cap daycare costs at $7.30 a day per
child. In Gatineau, Laval, Montreal, Longueuil and Quebec City, child care costs parents $152 a month.

When it came to infant care, it found that fees for children under 18 months were the most expensive. The study found that, in general,
there were more available daycare spots as children got older. Those who looked to put toddlers aged 18 months to three years into
daycare found nearly twice as many spaces as those seeking spots for infants.

The study's co-author, David Macdonald, said the data, which was acquired from cities and regions in late 2013 and 2014, show that the
cities with the most affordable daycare rates were those that offered subsidies. "The reason why you have $7.30-a-day daycare is because
the government's supporting it," he said in an interview. "It's pretty clear looking at cities in Canada that the ones that have affordable
daycare are the ones in Quebec."

Macdonald, who wrote the report with Martha Friendly, said government regulations can also play a role in lowering costs for childcare.
For example, governments can relax the requirements on how many workers are needed for each child or lessen the education
requirements for childcare workers. This can result in lower salaries and can reduce the overall cost.

Read the full article at the Globe and Mail 12
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