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Abstract:

The gap between child care research and policy is growing in British Columbia (BC). While policy changes are what one would expect from
the right-of-centre Liberal government, the gap runs contrary to its expressed commitment to the design of early childhood development
policy on the basis of 'science.' The BC child care domain thus provides a rich context in which to examine how ideology mediates the
consumption of research in the political arena. This article argues that the government's 'choice’ discourse facilitates the articulation of
neoliberal principles in a rhetorically neutral way while casting doubt on scholarship that illuminates gender and class inequalities.
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