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Abstract:

Transitions, the landmark 1988 report of the Social Assistance Review in Ontario, created a new vision for social assistance and related
programs that called for a radically redesigned set of child benefits, a new income program for persons with disabilities and a new direction
to bring welfare recipients into the mainstream of community life. Although some early investments were made to implement the vision,
these reforms were largely dismantled in the mid- to late-1990s. John Stapleton, a former public servant and senior policy advisor to
members of the Social Assistance Review Committee from 1986-1988, argues that there has never been a better time to bring some of the
key proposals of Transitions up to date and to seriously consider implementing them.
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