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TEDTalk synopsis 

We need women to work, and we need working women to have babies. So why is America one of the only countries in the world that offers

no national paid leave to new working mothers? In this incisive talk, Jessica Shortall makes the impassioned case that the reality of new

working motherhood in America is both hidden and horrible: millions of women, every year, are forced back to work within just weeks of

giving birth. Her idea worth spreading: the time has come for us to recognize the economic, physical and psychological costs of our

approach to working mothers and their babies, and to secure our economic future by providing paid leave to all working parents.
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