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MPs can now call on Mrs. Doubtfire and Mary Poppins types to take care of their young ones. The House of Commons launched a new

child-care service Monday, ahead of a much-anticipated report on making Parliament more inclusive and family-friendly.

The Short-Term Child Care Program is being offered by Andrew Fleck Child Care Services and is available for children from age three

months to 12 years while MPs are working in Ottawa. Any MP who uses the service must pay the $14.44/hour out of their own pocket.

NDP MP Christine Moore, the poster child for working mothers on Parliament Hill, told The Huffington Post Canada Monday she had used

the service for about a week as a test case and was incredibly happy with it.

Her nine-month-old daughter, Daphnée, is usually a fixture by her side in the halls of Parliament, either in a stroller or in Moore's arms.

Sometimes you can hear Daphnée's soft wailing in the Commons.

Monday afternoon, however, Moore was baby-free. Looking relaxed, she explained she had just left Daphnée in her office with a caregiver

who would be there from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. while Moore attended question period and went about her parliamentary duties without

worrying about her child or having her arms full.

"She takes care of my daughter, she plays with her. I'm able to work … and I can be in question period without any stress," she said, smiling.

Moore pressed for the short-term, on-call service because of the unpredictability of her working hours, she said.

"If you just learn in the morning that you will sit until midnight, it's those times that you get screwed," she said. 

"For me, it's not the price, it's just to make sure that I don't have to worry. If I have to pay, I will pay, it's a reasonable price for a nanny. It's a

market price and it's tax deductible. It's fine."

Before Monday, there were no services on the Hill that could help, she said. The Children on the Hill daycare, located in one of the

Parliamentary buildings, doesn't have extended hours and only takes children older than 18 months.

Now, the Commons takes care of security clearances and finds her a nanny with just one phone call. "I don't need to search, I just say I need

these hours and it's really easy for me."

Unlike some of her former colleagues in the NDP who gave birth during the last Parliament, Moore said her partner isn't able to take

parental leave and join her in Ottawa because his school-aged daughter needs to remain her Abitibi-Témiscamingue riding. So every week,

Moore makes the six-plus-hour drive alone, not including breastfeeding breaks, each way. Sometimes she sleeps en route as she did on

Sunday night, stopping in Maniwaki, Que.

"I was the only one for a long time who lives far away from Parliament, couldn't have access to her husband, so it is really different. Maybe

it makes the people realize that we have to organize services to make sure that we can continue to do our work. I think it is why there is a

big difference right now.

"But when you don't work with a little baby, there are thousands of stuff you don't notice," she said.

A change counter in the women's washroom is situated right next to an electrical plug, she notes as an example.

"If you've never been with a baby to the cafeteria, you will never notice that the high chairs are not there or not appropriate," she added.

Moore pushed for many changes with the help of her party's whip, Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet, and Commons Speaker Geoff Regan.

Other changes on the Hill
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In March, reserved parking spots were set aside for pregnant MPs and those with babies. A new family room with a crib, small bridge,

bottle warmer, change table, diaper disposal unit, high chair, reclining chair, work area, microwave and skink was established for MPs,

their spouses and young children.

There could be bigger changes coming when the Commons' procedure and House affairs committee tables its report on making

Parliament more efficient, inclusive and family-friendly, as early as Wednesday.

MPs have discussed using a second chamber to use for debates in order to speed up the House business, implementing electronic voting to

reduce hours spent in the chamber, and getting rid of Friday sittings to help parents spend more time in their ridings with their children.

'I'm the one who really pushed for it'

But Moore isn't convinced the committee's report will change the way the Commons functions — for now.

"The committee's scope was really large so I think the report will discuss areas in which the committee can move forward," she said.

What she hopes to see is action on sick leave, parental leave, and adoption leave, that allows MPs to recuperate or spend time in their

riding while still fulfilling many of their parliamentary duties, such as voting.

But for the moment, Moore is just pleased to have the nanny service.

"I'm the first one who tried it because I'm the one who really pushed for it. But I figure in the fall, much more people will use it," she said.
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