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Abstract

This study empirically analyzes the impact of childcare costs on the labor force participation (LFP) and childcare utilization of migrant and
local mothers of preschool-age children in urban China, using data from the 2010 National Dynamic Monitoring Survey of Floating
Populations. The estimates show that childcare costs have a strong negative effect on the LFP and childcare utilization of migrant and local
mothers. Compared to local mothers, the LFP and childcare utilization rate of migrant mothers are, respectively, more and less sensitive to
changes in childcare costs. The analysis indicates that the LFP and childcare choices of migrant mothers are more constrained by the lack
of access to affordable childcare than are local mothers in China.
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