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Excerpted from news release:

The National Child Benefit Progress Report 2002 confirms that the incidence of low-income families with children is steadily declining,

dropping from a high of 15.8 percent in 1996 to a low of 11.4 percent in 2000. This is just one of the highlights of the report, released today

by federal, provincial and territorial Ministers Responsible for Social Services. The National Child Benefit progress report 2002 compared

the child benefits structure in the year 2000 with what it would have been without the introduction of the NCB and found that an

estimated 55,000 children in 22,900 families were not in a low-income situation&emdash;or 5.1 percent fewer low-income

families&emdash;as a result of the NCB, and for these families with children, the average annual disposable income was higher by almost

$1,800 or 7.5 percent than it would have been without the NCB. In Budget 2003, the Government of Canada announced a long-term plan

of further increases in the NCB Supplement, so that by the year 2007-2008, the annual federal investment to support Canadian families

with children through the combined base benefit of the Canada Child Tax Benefit (CCTB) and the NCB Supplement is projected to be $10

billion. This will bring benefit levels for a family of four (with two children) from the current maximum of $4,680 to a projected $6,260 by

2007-2008. The benefits and services provided by provinces, territories and First Nations under the NCB initiative are equally important.

These investments have been expanded since the NCB was established and have benefited from jurisdictions' shared knowledge and

experiences. Federal, provincial and territorial cooperation has been key to the success of the NCB initiative. In publishing this report,

governments are fulfilling their ongoing commitment to accountability to the general public. As in previous reports, the National Child

Benefit Progress Report: 2002 includes data on Government of Canada investments made in the Canada Child Tax Benefit, which includes

the NCB Supplement. It also includes provincial, territorial and First Nations reinvestments and investments, which are an important

component of the Initiative and help achieve the goals of the NCB. Finally, the report also shows results and outcomes achieved.
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