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Excerpts

Stephanie Grant’s voice is filled with her frustration over the lack of child care options for her three children with autism.

When her children were in daycare, they could stay until the end of a work day (5 p.m. or 5:30 p.m.)

Now that they are in school, Grant is unable to register them in their school’s after-school program because she said she was told the
inclusive spaces in the program are filled.

During the summer months, Grant also has difficulties finding child care spots for her children as well as on holidays and personal
development days at school.

“We need to look at it from the holistic point of how do we ensure that any child that wants access to this program is included ... there are
success stories around Canada and across Nova Scotia around how you can create an inclusive program and be sure that every child that
wants to can participate,” Tharmaratnam said.

“But there is still a lot of work to do ... At the end of the day, if a child is being told they can’t attend something because of their disability,
that’s human rights discrimination.”
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