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Abstract: One of every five children in the United States is the child of an immigrant. Although these children stand to benefit from high-
quality child care and early education programs, available data show that they are less likely to participate in all types of non-parental care
than children of U.S.-born citizens are. To explore the reasons for the lower participation of children of immigrants, CLASP conducted site
visits across the country to learn first hand about the challenges that immigrant families face. CLASP sought out immigrant leaders and
direct service providers, immigrant parents, child care and early education providers, and policymakers. This report identifies multiple
barriers that impede immigrant families from accessing high-quality child care and early education. It also highlights promising strategies
being used in local communities to break down those barriers and to improve child care and early education programs so that they are
more responsive to the needs of diverse immigrant families. It concludes with a set of recommendations for federal, state, and local
policymakers, advocates, private foundations, and researchers. This paper is part of CLASP's Breaking Down Barriers project, which is
supported by the Foundation for Child Development and other funders.
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