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Background to the Emerging Issues and Communication Strategy Project

In the past ten years, there have been considerable efforts made across Canada to advance the development and delivery of early
childhood education and care (ECEC) programs at the pan-Canadian and provincial/territorial levels.

At the same time, Canada participated as one of 23 countries in the 2003 International Thematic Review of ECEC conducted by the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The resulting OECD policy recommendations provided Canadian
jurisdictions with an international framework of reference with respect to future ECEC policy and program directions.

The CCHRSC has recognized the need to examine emerging issues in the ECEC sector within the context of their relevance to human
resources for the sector. The CCHRSC identified four issues requiring further exploration:

e Human resource implications of integration of ECEC and Education on, as an emerging policy trend across Canada
e Human resource implications inclusion in ECE (cultural diversity, special needs)

e Program delivery model of school-age child care

e Program delivery model of family home child care

The project team conducted preliminary research on these four topics through:

® asectorsurvey
e keyinformant interviews
e |iterature searches.
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