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Abstract 

This paper explores how nature, place, and pedagogical practice are perceived by educators in three Canadian outdoor early childhood

education programs. Intersections between ideologies in early childhood education and interests in environmental education are

introduced to highlight possibilities for collaboration in education for social transformation and ecological justice. Thematic issues and

philosophical undercurrents of modern culture are explored and how they shape human and nature relations in educational settings. This

research is situated in the movement to reconnect children to nature, whose goals include more outdoor play, enhancing children's well-

being and fostering environmental concern. Elements of critical theory, ethnography, phenomenology, grounded theory, and documents

analysis were crafted to inform questions and code for themes that emerged from interviews with educators from the outdoor early

childhood programs. Findings revealed that what the educators perceived from outdoor play was that children were more experientially

engaged with movement, the land, and the local flora and fauna they encountered outside. The combination of democratic, child-led, and

emergent pedagogical approaches with the educator's conceptualizations of ecological literacy allowed children to construct reciprocal

and affective ways of knowing and meaning making in the outdoors. This alternative form of pedagogical praxis, revealed from the

educators' experiences and the immersion of learning and play in the outdoors,demonstrates tangible possibilities for transformative

education that honours embodied ways of knowing and reconfigures human and nature relations towards sustaining life and an ethics of

co-existence.
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